
EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL  

HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP  

DRAFT  

Draft minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

 Monday 2nd March 2009 

 

Present: Debbie Strachan DS, Parent Representative   Chairperson 

Heather Stewart HS, Parent Representative   Vice-Chair 

Jayne Harrison  JH, Parent Representative   Treasurer 

Marjory Cameron MC, Parent Representative 

Karen Coe  KC, Parent Representative 

Chairman Currie CC, Parent Representative 

Nicola Elliott  NE, Parent Representative 

Julie Flockhart  JF, Parent Representative 

Andrew Mackay  AM Parent Representative 

Erica Muirhead  EM, Parent Representative 

Julie Rutter  JRt, Parent Representative 

Nicola Cunningham  NC,  Parent representative 

Lottie Brown LB, Parent Representative 

 

In Attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS, Head Teacher 

Pauline Inglis  PI, Depute Head Teacher 

Alison  Douglas  Teacher representative 

 

 

 



 

 

  

1. Approval of minutes  

The minutes of the last meeting, held on Tuesday 20 January 2009, were 

approved.  

 

2. Head Teachers Report 

It was decided that the report would be left to last to include the results of the 

recent HMI inspection. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

Foreign language teaching was raised at a recent ELAPCM meeting.  Mrs 

Swinton replied that it is up to individual schools to decide if these are taught.  

Pencaitland Primary runs a very successful after school French club.  This is run 

by parents.  Mrs Swinton will explore potential for foreign language teaching at 

the Infant School.                                                            Action SW 

 

4. Sourcing of local milk 

Donald Smith (not present at meeting) enquired about sourcing milk from a local 

dairy eg Yester. Since at the moment the Council supply the schools milk it is 

thought that cost may be an issue Donald to explore potential for local sourcing. 

To be discussed further at next meeting                           Action DS 

 

5. Right of Way 

The council are in the process of looking into blocking off the right of way at break 

and lunchtimes to increase safety for the children. It is likely that the playground 

wall is “listed” and therefore difficult to remove.  Mrs Swinton continues to follow 

this matter up. 

 



 

6. Travel Team 

Christine Dora and PC Gunn have suggested that any bad driving be reported to 

the police and a warning will be given.  This has no legal standing but it may have 

impact on further reoffending.  Parents noting bad driving would have to take 

registration numbers and report to the police.  Children are going to do a 

competition to make safe driving posters ie don’t park on the zigzags.  

                                                                                             Action MC 

 

7. Kitchen Upgrade 

Nothing to report on this as yet, however Mrs Inglis has commenced an after 

school baking club for the P3 children. 

 

8. Class Arrangements for Next Session 

Mrs Swinton will advise the Parent Council as soon as she has the relevant 

information from the Education Authority. 

 

9. Efficiency Savings 

Andrew Mackay attended the meeting of ELAPCM where the budget for schools 

was discussed.  Overall education budget is coming down by 2.25%.  Primary 

schools will have to show a sufficiency saving of 0.14% and secondary schools a 

saving of 0.75%.  The rest of the efficiency saving will come from the central 

education budget.  Due to the pressure from the public and the petitions that 

were signed the education department has reduced the efficiency savings that 

schools will have to make. 

 

10. The Swift Project 

Charmaine Curry has contacted the council but no funding yet has been given to 

schools for swift boxes.  At the moment swift boxes are only to be used on a few 

council properties. 

 



 

11. National Assessment 

Leaflets are to be sent out to parents with certificates explaining what National 

Assessments is about. National Assessment will be phased out by 2010 and will 

be replaced by assessment within Curriculum for Excellence.  Nicola 

Cunningham brought up broadening the homework experience eg maths 

homework.  Questionnaires will be given out re homework at parent’s nights 11 

and 12 March. Volunteers from the Parent Council will encourage parents to fill 

them in. 

 

12. Any Other Business 

It was suggested that Debbie Strachan and Mrs Swinton have regular meetings 

to discuss topics for the agenda.  This would possibly shorten the meetings. 

 

13. Transition arrangements from nursery to P1 

Pear Tree nursery have contacted the school and have asked that the school 

extend the transition for private nurseries.  Pear Tree nursery will phone Mrs 

Swinton about arrangements to put this in place. 

 

14. Head Teachers Report 

Parent Council members were given copies of the HMI report and asked to 

comment on them.  The feedback was generally positive and the report is to be 

made public on 10 March.  Members of the parent council agreed to send to 

parents and carers a joint statement with the school in respect of the repo 

 

15. Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 21st April 2009 7-9pm 

 

 


