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HHHaaaddddddiiinnngggtttooonnn   IIInnnfffaaannnttt   SSSccchhhoooooolll      

PPPaaarrreeennnttt   PPPaaarrrtttnnneeerrrssshhhiiippp   
http://edubuzz.org/haddingtoninfantspp/ 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

Date:   Tuesday 6 November 2012 

Present:  Elaine Towler  Parent  Vice Chair 

   Polly Cooke  Parent    

   Kirsten Foubister Parent 

   Julie Morrison  Parent 

   Elisa Smith  Parent 

   Jane Lyness  Staff  Class teacher     

In attendance: Shirley Swinton Head Teacher 

   Kirsty Murray  Acting Depute Head Teacher 

   Tom Trotter  Local Councillor 

   Mary Benson  Clerk    

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Welcome and apologies 

Elaine Towler welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Alice Hall, 

Verity Munro, Lottie Brown, Councillor Broun-Lindsay and Councillor McMillan. 

 

2. Minutes of meeting of 11 September 2012 to be approved 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved without change. 

 

3. Any other business – see also item 10 

 P3 online homework 

 School dinners 

 

4. Head Teacher’s report 

The whole school has been very busy with the move to the new Joint Campus last week.  

Budget – Both Haddington Infants and St Mary’s have separate school budgets, so Mrs 

Swinton and Mrs Graham (St Mary’s Head Teacher) have agreed a method with East 

Lothian Council (ELC) Finance Officers to share joint costs (such as loo roll, paper towels 

and soap). 

Staffing – Mrs Ross (P1) has moved temporarily to East Linton Primary School as Acting 

Principal Teacher until June 2013.  Mrs MacKinnon has been appointed to teach this P1 

class in the interim. 

Mrs Swinton was sad to announce that Mrs Black has resigned.  Her post will have to be 

formally advertised and it is likely that this will happen in the New Year.  Mrs Lyness has 
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been providing maternity cover for Mrs Black and will continue to teach the class until a 

new teacher is appointed.  A letter will be sent out to parents of children in that class 

shortly to explain this. 

Curriculum – as mentioned in the Head Teacher’s report at the last meeting, the school are 

trialling a new ICT package to carry out online tracking and planning called OTWL (On 

Track With Learning).  In the longer term, it is envisaged that this package will also be 

used to produce the annual school report; however this will not happen during the current 

school year. 

Communication – Edubuzz is still not working, which means that the school (and Parent 

Council) websites are still out of action.  It is not clear when they will be up and running 

again.  This has made communicating with the parent forum difficult, especially during the 

move to the new school. 

Joint Campus – 

Open evening – an open evening is planned, where the new school will be open for the whole 

community to come in and have a look around.  This will be run jointly with St Mary’s and is 

likely to happen before Christmas; a date will be confirmed in due course. 

A lot of staff time has been taken up with developing new systems for the new school and 

developing the new classroom environments.  Mrs Swinton noted that all of the staff have 

been working very hard during the move. 

Playground – The playground designer has been in to help resolve problems with the sand 

pit.  Some parents have voiced concerns about damage to clothing (zips etc) and children 

throwing sand; however children are being encouraged to play safely and stand their 

feet/turn out their hood and trouser turn-ups after playing in the sand.  Children are 

currently being discouraged from playing on the grass until the turf has started to grow.  

Parents noted that the children were particularly enjoying playing on the climbing wall. 

Dogs – Mrs Swinton will put a note in the next newsletter to ask parents and carers not to 

tie their dogs up to the school railings, particularly around the gates.  The ELC dog warden 

may be asked to visit. 

Smoking – parents and carers smoking while standing in The Butts at drop off/pick up time 

was raised.  Although smoking is to be discouraged, it is not a crime in a public place such 

as The Butts; however smoking on Council premises (i.e. the playground) is not allowed. 

Road safety – parents noted that Victoria Road seemed quieter since the move to the new 

campus, with parents often now walking up the road itself rather than staying on the 

footpath.  Neilson Park Road is still a problem for speeding and inconsiderate parking.  

There have been no further updates from Peter Forsyth (ELC, Transportation) regarding 

road safety (see Item 2 in the last minutes). 

 

6.  School times 

This item has been raised with the Parent Council by a number of people.  The start and 

finishing times of the school and nursery have changed since the move to the new joint 

campus.  The school day now starts at 8.55am – five minutes later than at the old building.  
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This is causing problems for several parents and concern has also been raised about the 

short notice parents were given about the change. 

St Mary’s started at 9am at their old building and Haddington Infants started at 8.50am.  

Both schools felt that having two different start times would be confusing for children.  

Whilst the school is sympathetic to the problems parents are having, compromises have 

had to be made now that we are sharing a school building.  If the start time were to be 

reconsidered, it would have to be done collectively with St Mary’s. 

The short notice that parents were given was regrettable; however there were difficulties 

in discussing and finalising the changes to the school day. 

One option discussed was the possibility of having a member of staff available to take 

responsibility for children for the extra five minutes in the playground between 8.50am 

and 8.55am.  This was not felt to be practical, due to limits on staff contact time, and the 

difficulties of keeping track of which children had been dropped off in a large busy 

playground full of parents and children.  Another option would be to have parent volunteers 

do this; however all parents involved would have to be PVG scheme (Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups) checked and there would have to be enough committed parents available to do this 

on a regular basis, which could be difficult to achieve. 

Friday lunchtime – Parents with ante-preschool (afternoon nursery) children have to pick 

them up by 11.45am on a Friday morning; however P3 children are not released until 

12.10pm.  This was raised as a problem during the winter months particularly, as there are 

limited places for parents and children to shelter during that 25 minute wait.  Mrs Swinton 

and Mrs Murray agreed to look into whether parents and nursery children could be allowed 

to wait in the communal area between the entrances of the two nurseries until P3 pupils 

are dismissed.        Action SS & KM 

 

7. Proposed merger with King’s Meadow 

An open meeting has been arranged to discuss the merger options on Monday 19 November 

at 7pm at Knox Academy.  Feedback from the parent forum suggests mixed feelings over 

the proposals.  The possibility of having a voting/polling box at the school to encourage 

parents to respond (as suggested by King’s Meadow Parent Council at their last meeting) 

was discussed and felt to be a good idea.  Parents noted that not everyone will be able to 

attend on 19 November and felt it would be important to make a summary of the main 

points of the meeting available to all parents after the meeting, so that they could make an 

informed choice when casting their vote. 

 

8.  East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members (ELAPCM) 

The next ELAPCM meeting is to be held this Thursday (8 November) at 7pm in 

Musselburgh Grammar School.  Elaine Towler is not able to attend this meeting and no 

other parent reps were available to attend in her place.  Minutes will be sent out in due 

course by the Education Authority and forwarded to all by the Clerk.  Action MB 
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9.  Annual General Meeting 

Annual report –  

The Chair, Alice Hall, has prepared the Annual Report and a paper copy was given to all at 

the meeting.  Electronic copies will be forwarded to all in due course. Action MB 

Appointment of Office Bearers –  

Alice Hall was nominated for Chair by Elaine Towler and seconded by Polly Cooke. 

Elaine Towler was nominated for Vice Chair by Elisa Smith and seconded by Polly Cooke. 

Parent reps 

Recruitment for new parent representatives will be discussed at the next meeting. Act MB 

Three parents who regularly attend meetings have children who will be moving up to King’s 

Meadow next year, so new parent reps are vital in order to keep the Parent Council going 

next year. 

10.  Any Other Business 

P3 online homework – Mrs Lyness gave an overview of the online homework trial for P3 

which is running at present (see www.studyladder.co.uk).  This is being used for a trial 

period and parents will be asked for feedback.  Some parents expressed concern at the use 

of computers for homework, as they kept computer use as a treat for weekends only.  Mrs 

Lyness explained that the homework could also be completed by printing out the sheets and 

doing the homework exercises on paper.  Concern was also expressed that not all pupils 

would have access to a computer or the internet at home, and they may feel excluded.  Mrs 

Lyness said that computers were available for used in school by all children.  Parents felt 

that this particular e-learning website was attractive to pupils and in some cases, was 

encouraging them to do extra work at home. 

School dinners – a question was asked about why children taking school dinners sit in a 

different section of the dining room to those having packed lunches.  This is done for 

practical reasons.  Children arrive in the dinner hall in their classes.  Those who have 

packed lunches go straight to their tables, whereas those who are taking school dinners 

have to queue to collect their food first.  It makes it easier to fit everyone in if school 

dinners and packed lunches are seated separately.  Children taking school dinners are 

seated nearer to the server, because it means they don’t have to carry their trays so far, 

creating fewer spillages.  Children from both schools are allowed to sit together; however 

in reality as they arrive in their classes, they do not get free choice to sit with their 

friends.  They are generally seated with the children that they arrive in the dinner hall 

with.  School dinners are now cooked on the premises (rather than transported from King’s 

Meadow’s kitchens as was previously the case), which is a great improvement. 

Tour of the new school – Mrs Swinton, Mrs Murray and Mrs Lyness took everyone at the 

meeting on a tour around the new school and nursery.  Everyone was very impressed with 

the new facilities. 

11.  Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 17 January 2013, at 7.00pm in the school staff 

room. 

http://www.studyladder.co.uk/

