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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 8 October 2007 
 
Present:  Debbie Strachan  Parent Representative Chairperson 
   Heather Stewart Parent Representative Vice Chairperson 
   Paul Collins  Parent Representative Treasurer 

David Anning  Parent Representative 
Marjory Cameron Parent Representative 

   Nicola Elliott  Parent Representative 
   Ulrike Hogg  Parent Representative 
   Erica Muirhead Parent Representative 
   Donald Smith  Parent Representative 
   Liz Woodsend Parent Representative 

In attendance: Liz Kerr  Head Teacher 
   Eileen Fisher  Acting Deputy Head Teacher 
   Julie Prentice     Acting Principal Teacher Co-opted Rep. 

   Mary Benson  Clerk 
 
1. Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership Constitution 

A final draft of the Constitution was recently circulated to parents.  No objections 
have been received.  This will therefore become the agreed Constitution.  Copies will 
be distributed to all representatives.     Action L Kerr 

 
2. Parent Partnership representatives 

The Constitution states that there shall be one parent representative for each nursery 
and primary class in the school.  Representatives are in office for a period of one 
year from the Annual General Meeting which is held in September. 

The following shall be the representatives for this year: 

Class     Parent Name   Child’s name 

Nursery morning class:  Heather Stewart  Samuel Stewart 
Nursery afternoon class:  Paul Collins   Thomas Collins 
     Erica Muirhead  Callum Newman 

Primary 1/1:    Liz Woodsend  Ruari Woodsend 
Primary 1/2:    Marjory Cameron  Anna Cameron 
Primary 1/3:    Ulrike Hogg   Nikolaus Hogg 
Primary 1/8:    David Anning   Harry Anning 

Primary 2/1:    No parent representative has come forward 
Primary 2/2:    No parent representative has come forward 
Primary 2/6:    No parent representative has come forward 
Primary 2/7:    Donald Smith   Oliver Smith 
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Class     Parent Name   Child’s name 

Primary 3/3:    No parent representative has come forward 
Primary 3/6:    Nicola Elliott   Benedict Elliott 
Primary 3/8:    No parent representative has come forward 
Primary 3/9:    Debbie Strachan  Caitlin Strachan 

 
As there is an overall shortage of parent representatives, it was agreed that both 
Erica Muirhead and Paul Collins (both parents of children in the afternoon Nursery) 
would be parent representatives. 

Julie Prentice goes on maternity leave on Friday this week (12 October).  Emma 
Black will replace her as the co-opted representative of the teaching staff at the 
school. 

Debbie Strachan agreed to organise a list of names and contact details of all 
representatives on the Parent Partnership to go in the November school newsletter.  
If possible, a photograph of each representative will also be included to help other 
parents identify who the representatives are.   Action D Strachan 
 

3. Office bearers 

 It was agreed by all that the Office Bearers for this year would be: 

 Chairperson:  Debbie Strachan 
 Vice chairperson: Heather Stewart 
 Treasurer:  Paul Collins 

 Mary Benson will continue as clerk. 
 
4. Co-opted representatives 

The Parent Partnership can invite up to 6 relevant other people (known as co-opted 
representatives) to join them to represent local bodies such as a local nursery, a local 
library, a local church etc.  One co-opted place has been reserved for a 
representative from St Mary’s Nursery, as this is one of the main nurseries feeding 
into the school.  It was also agreed that a representative from our school’s Parent 
Teacher Association should be invited to join the Parent Partnership.  Marjory 
Cameron agreed to write to the PTA and to St Mary’s Nursery to invite a 
representative from each to join.     Action M Cameron 

There will be further discussion at the next meeting about who else should be invited 
to become a co-opted representative. 

 
5. Meeting dates and times 

The Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership meetings for the remainder of this 
school year will be as follows: 

Monday 12 November 2007 
Monday 18 February 2008 
Monday 9 June 2008 

All meetings will be held at 7.00pm in the staff room of the school. 
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6. Format for future meetings 

It was agreed that the agenda for future meetings will be circulated 2 weeks in 
advance, with details of relevant web sites for further information on agenda items, 
where available.  The Head Teacher will give a report at the start of each meeting.  It 
was agreed that this report will be circulated in advance with the agenda, where 
possible.     Action M Benson / D Strachan / L Kerr 

The draft minutes will be circulated around all those at the meeting for comment.  
Amendments will be made where necessary and the minutes posted onto the school 
noticeboard within 7 days of the meeting, and emailed to all Parent Partnership 
representatives.  Marjory Cameron offered to post the minutes onto the school 
noticeboard.      Action M Benson / M Cameron 

 
7. Focus for Parent Partnership for the coming session 

i. Communication 

 School noticeboard 

Jean Squires, (the last Chairperson of the School Board) had gained planning 
permission on behalf of the school for a new noticeboard to be erected outside the 
school.  Jean and Donald Smith had also sourced a noticeboard; however no funds 
had been available to purchase it at the time.  Donald Smith agreed to find the 
information and pass it onto Debbie Strachan so that this project can be taken 
forward.         Action D Smith 

 School website 

Liz Kerr appealed for a parent to look at setting up a school website, using those set 
up by Knox Academy and Yester Primary School as an example.  David Anning 
agreed to take this forward, in association with IT support from East Lothian Council. 
         Action D Anning 

ii. Health Promoting Status 

All schools are required to achieve Health Promoting Status by the end of the school 
year.  This is a Scottish Government scheme to enable schools to help children with 
issues such as healthy eating, positive physical and mental health and maintaining 
healthy relationships with others.  Further information on this initiative can be found 
at www.healthpromotingschools.co.uk. 

The school wants to set up a working party involving class teachers, the PE specialist 
teacher, the active schools co-ordinator, and parents.  Marjory Cameron was 
interested in being involved.  Parent Partnership input may be required at a later 
date.         Action M Cameron 

iii. Punctuality 

Mrs Kerr noted that many children are arriving late for school.  She would like the 
Parent Partnership to consider ways to help improve this situation. 

 
iv. Deputy Head Teacher’s Post 

Interviews for the Deputy Head Teacher’s Post are being held on the morning of 25 
October 2007.  There is an opportunity for two Parent Partnership Representatives to 
be on the interview panel for this post.  However, to do so, Parent Representatives 
must have completed East Lothian Council’s ‘Recruitment and Selection’ training 
course.  The next course is running on Wednesday 24 October between 6.30 -

http://www.healthpromotingschools.co.uk/
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9.30pm in John Muir House, Haddington.  Liz Woodsend will attend the training and 
the interview.  Debbie Strachan will attend the training, but is unable to attend for 
interview.       Action D Strachan / L Woodsend 

v. Eco Committee / Eco Club 

Jill Wareham (former Acting Head Teacher) had developed various ‘green’ initiatives 
within the school, such as paper recycling, composting fruit waste, a wormery and 
signs reminding children to switch off lights and turn off the taps.  It is hoped that Mrs 
Black may take this initiative forward; however 3 or 4 parent volunteers are needed to 
help out in the after school club (3.30 – 4.15pm).  Donald Smith said he would 
consider getting involved and would help to find other volunteers.  A notice will also 
be put in the school newsletter asking for parent help. 
        Action D Smith / L Kerr 

8. Any Other Business: 

i. East Lothian Association of Parent Councils Welcome Night 

Marjory Cameron is unable to attend this event on Thursday 11 October.  Debbie 
Strachan and Erica Muirhead agreed to attend instead. 
       Action D Strachan / E Muirhead 

ii. Auditor 

Paul Collins questioned the mention of an auditor in the Constitution.  The 
Constitution does not say exactly who this auditor should be or what they should do.  
Liz Kerr agreed to raise this with Val McIntyre (East Lothian Council) to see if an 
auditor is required or if this can be deleted from the Constitution*.     Action L Kerr 

* Val McIntyre has since confirmed to Liz that the Parent Council is responsible for 
having their accounts audited. * 

iii. Parent Partnership Bank Account 

Paul Collins will set up a bank account for the Parent Partnership.  No one had any 
objection to the account being set up with Royal Bank of Scotland.  Action P Collins 

iv. School Development Plan 

Liz Kerr agreed to forward a copy of the School Development Plan to all Parent 
Representatives, for information.      Action LK 

 
9. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parent Council will take place on Monday 12 November 
2007 at 7pm in the school.   


