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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 9 May 2011 

Present:  Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative  Chairperson 
   Elaine Towler  ET Parent Representative  Vice Chair 
   Polly Cooke  PC Parent Representative 
   Julie Flockhart  JF Parent Representative 
   Jean Squires  JS Parent Representative   
 
In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher 
   Tom Crombie  TC Staff Representative 
 
   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    
 
Apologies:  Mandy Hockey  MH Parent Representative  Treasurer 

Charmian Currie CC Parent Representative 
   Gillian Greenshields GG Parent Representative 
   Elisa Smith  ES Parent Representative 
    
      

1.0 Approval of minutes 

 The minutes of the last meeting, held on 7 March 2011, were approved. 
 
2.0 Matters arising 

Alice Hall has emailed Michael McHugh (St Mary’s Primary Parent Council Chair) to 
suggest a joint meeting between our two parent councils.  She awaits a response. 

 
3.0 Any other business - See item 10 
 
4.0 Head teacher’s report 

4.1 Mrs Swinton’s report is on page 4 of these minutes. 

4.2 It is possible that some composite classes may be necessary next session.  The final 
decision on this is outwith the school’s hands, as staffing levels are worked out centally 
by East Lothian Council, and are based on the school roll.  The staffing arrangements for 
next session are not confirmed at this stage.  The school will inform parents as soon as 
possible. 
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4.3 East Lothian Council’s Transportation department are proposing to permanently change 
the town centre traffic flow into a one-way system.  They have written to Mrs Swinton to 
ask for any comments on the proposal.  Parent reps were given a copy of the letter and 
asked to forward any comments to Mrs Swinton.                 Action All 

 
5.0 Royal wedding lunch arrangements 

Elite Catering organised a special street party-themed Royal Wedding lunch on Thursday 
28 April.   Gillian Greenshields had raised (via email) the question as to whether there 
could be more liaison between Kings Meadow and Haddington Infants on special 
occasion events such as this.  Kings Meadow had encouraged children to dress up, but 
had not mentioned the themed lunch.  Haddington Infants had advertised the lunch, but 
had not asked children to dress up.  Those with children at both schools had found the 
difference in policy between the two schools caused difficulties. 

Mrs Swinton has already spoken to Elite Catering about this event as the Royal Wedding 
lunch was very popular and some children did not get a full choice of the menu because 
some of the menu choices had run out.  She will discuss the issue with Mr McGillivray, 
Head Teacher at King’s Meadow Primary School.    Action SS 

As part of the lunch menu, children were given a paper crown and a commemorative 
paper placemat.  Those taking packed lunches were not given a crown and a placemat 
and some children felt left out.  The event was organised by Elite Catering and the school 
were not aware in advance that these items were going to be given out.  If they had 
been, staff could have organised something for the packed lunch children.   
 

6.0 After school club 

6.1 Some parents had raised issues regarding the After School Club.  The Dolphin After 
School Club is a separate business providing childcare outwith school hours and simply 
rents space within the school.  

6.2 Any parent who wants to raise an issue regarding the After School Club should contact 
the After School Club directly; or speak to Pauline Homer, Childcare Development Officer 
with East Lothian Council’s Education and Children’s Services.  She can be contacted on 
01620 827156.  

 
7.0 P3 transition 

7.1 The usual arrangements for P3 to visit Kings Meadow Primary School are different this 
year.  This is because Kings Meadow are preparing for the arrival of St Mary’s Primary 
who will share their accommodation while the new joint campus school is built.  In 
previous years, Haddington Infant P3s have spent a full day at Kings Meadow in the 
summer term. This year a half day visit is planned.   

7.2 Some P3 parents are concerned about the effect this will have on the P3 children.   Mrs 
Swinton acknowledged the concerns, but noted that Kings Meadow are under pressure 
at this time.  Based on the issues raised by parents, she will speak to Mr McGillivray to 
ask if there is any way that the P3s could have their lunch at Kings Meadow on that day.  
Mr McGillivray is going to write to all P3 parents shortly to explain the arrangements for 
this year.         Action SS 
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8.0 Joint campus update 

The timescale for the construction of the new school has slipped slightly and that the 
building won’t be ready by next summer, as previously hoped.  The current completion 
date is likely to be October 2012.  This is because the existing building which has to be 
demolished has asbestos in it and so the demolition work will take longer than first 
thought. 

 
9.0 East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members 

 The next ELAPCM meeting is to be held on 15 June 2011.  Elaine Towler is happy to 
attend to represent HISPP.  Anyone with an item to be raised at the meeting should 
contact Elaine.        Action All 

  
10.0 Any other business 

10.1 Primary 1 New Entrants afternoon 

 Elaine Towler offered to represent HISPP at the Primary 1 New Entrants afternoon on 
Friday 24 June.  She will say a few words to parents of next year’s Primary 1 to tell them 
about HISPP and hopefully get some new parent reps for next session.  Action ET 

 
10.2 Sun lotion 

 The question of children’s use of sun lotion was raised.  It was felt by parents that some 
children needed regular reminding to apply sun lotion before the lunch break.  It was 
suggested that playground buddies could get involved in reminding children about this 
and Mrs Swinton suggested that a competition could be held to get the children to design 
a poster for this purpose.      Action SS and TC 

  
11.0 Date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 20 June 2011 from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are welcome.  
However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a Parent Council 
Representative know in advance.  
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