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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 13 September 2010 

Present:  Debbie Strachan  DS Parent Representative   Chairperson 
   Charmian Currie CC Parent Representative 

Julie Flockhart  JF Parent Representative 
Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative 
Mandy Hockey  MH Parent Representative 

   Erica Muirhead  EM Parent Representative 
   Jean Squires  JS Parent Representative 
       

In attendance:  Roz Maguire  RM P1 parent 
   Elisa Smith  ES P1 parent 
   Matthew Smith  MS P1 parent 
   Polly Cooke  PC P1 parent 
   Elaine Towler  ET P1 parent 
 

Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher 

   Sheena Richardson SR Local Councillor 
   Tom Trotter  TT Local Councillor 

   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    
 
Apologies:  Heather Stewart HS Parent Representative   Vice Chair 
   Marjory Cameron MC Parent Representative   Treasurer 
   David Anning  DA Parent Representative 
   Gillian Greenshields GG Parent Representative 

Marshall Greenshields  MG Parent Representative 
Andrew Mackay  AM Parent Representative 

   Ludovic Broun-Lindsay LBL Local Councillor 

 
 
1.0 Joint campus discussion 

  
1.1 Mr Andy Shaw, Strategic Planning Officer from East Lothian Council’s Education 

Department attended the meeting to discuss the plans for the proposed joint campus 
building to house Haddington Infant School and St Mary’s Primary School. 
 

1.2 Over the summer, architects from East Lothian Council’s Property Department have 
been working with the Education Department and the Head Teachers of both schools to 
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draw together a building plan for the new campus.  The new campus is to be built on the 
site of the existing St Mary’s School. 
 

1.3 The building would be part-funded by The Scottish Government.  It is anticipated that the 
building would begin construction in the summer of 2011, with the school opening to 
pupils after the summer break in 2012.  This is a very tight schedule to keep to; however 
it is feared that the money may not be available if these deadlines aren’t kept, particularly 
in the current economic climate. 
 

1.4 The new building is roughly rectangular shaped and would be situated more or less 
where the existing St Mary’s building is.  It is two storeys high in places and has two 
internal courtyards to allow more light into the building. There are four main sections to 
the building: Haddington Infant School is located in the north-eastern part of the building 
(towards The Butts and Neilson Park), St Mary’s Primary School is located in the south-
western corner (towards the Scout Hall), both school nurseries would be accommodated 
in the north-western portion (nearest the existing Infant School) and the shared areas 
(such as the sports hall, the dinner hall and a doctor’s room) would be in the south 
eastern portion (nearest the Aubigny Centre).  St Mary’s children would line up and enter 
their school on the southern side of the building, whilst Haddington Infants children would 
line up and enter their school on the northern side.  The playground will be a shared area 
to the south of the building, however there will be other space around the school where 
children can play. The scheme was described as ‘semi-detached’ where each school is 
separate, but many facilities are shared. 

 
1.5 Mrs Swinton said that the school compared well to the existing Haddington Infants 

facilities.  The dinner hall, although a shared facility, is to be significantly bigger than the 
existing dinner hall and includes a kitchen area where food could be prepared on site 
(currently food is prepared at King’s Meadow and then transported to the Infants). 
Haddington Infants currently has two school halls, one in each building; however the new 
school has one, but it is of an equivalent to the existing two halls at the Infants. This new 
hall is a shared facility with St Mary’s, but it can be separated into two to allow different 
groups to use it at the same time. 
 

1.6 The nurseries will be reorganised to reflect the primary school intake.  Currently each 
school has a nursery with 40 morning places and 40 afternoon places for nursery 
children (making a total of 80 morning and 80 afternoon places between the two 
nurseries).  In the new school building, St Mary’s will reduce to 20 morning and 20 
afternoon places and Haddington Infants will increase to 60 morning and 60 afternoon 
places.  Currently around half of the preschool children at St Mary’s Nursery transfer to 
Haddington Infants when they start school and the reorganisation will mirror that.  The 
total number of nursery places will remain the same. 
 

1.7 There are no plans to increase parking provision at the new school.  The campus will 
have several pedestrian entrances around the boundaries of the site, to encourage the 
use of alternative means of getting to school.  Concerns were raised by some parents at 
the meeting about potential traffic and access issues, as it was felt many parents would 
still choose to drive to school.  Pedestrian access along The Butts, bearing in mind the 
narrow nature of the existing path and the number of people who will be using it around 
the entrance to the Infant School was also raised as an issue. 
 

1.8 The building plan has not yet been finalised, but is close to completion.  Once the design 
and specification are agreed, the project will be handed over to a company called Hub 
South East who will do the detailed design and build the project, overseen by East 
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Lothian Council.  One design amendment still to take place is to rotate the building 
slightly to create a larger area in front of the entrance to the Infant school where children 
line up.  Once these amendments have been made, plans will be available for parents to 
view and comment on.   Action East Lothian Council and SS 

 The internal layout of the building was not discussed in detail at this meeting.  
 
1.9 Mr Shaw was thanked for his input and he left the meeting. 
  
  
2.0 Approval of minutes 

2.1 The minutes of the last meeting, held on Monday 24 May 2010 were approved. 
 
 

3.0 Matters arising 

3.1 Gillian Greenshields has contacted Joyce Marlowe, Catering Manager, Facilities 
Management, East Lothian Council, (see Item 5.3, 24 May 2010 minutes) regarding the 
menu choice for P3 pupils, and has been told that this matter is being addressed. 

  
  

4.0 HISPP Annual Report 

4.1 Debbie Strachan and Heather Stewart have compiled this year’s HISPP Annual Report.  
This will be circulated shortly to Parent Council Reps and displayed on the Parent 
Council Noticeboard.  This year’s Annual Report does not contain aims for the coming 
year, as all three Office Bearers are standing down this year.  It was felt that the aims 
should be decided by the new Parent Council reps. 

 
4.2 Debbie Strachan gave a brief overview of the remit of HISPP and the issues HISPP have 

dealt with recently, for the benefit of the new parents attending for the first time. 
 

4.3 Councillors Tom Trotter and Sheena Richardson left the meeting due to other 
commitments.  
 

 
5.0 Head Teacher’s report 

5.1 See Mrs Swinton’s Head Teacher’s report on pages 5 and 6 of this document. 
 
5.2 Road safety and safe travel to school are an extremely important issue, but due to time 

constraints at this meeting were discussed briefly.  This issue will be discussed in detail 
at the first meeting of the new Parent Council, to be held in two weeks time on 
27 September 2010.  Mrs Swinton is liaising with the Police and the Authority and a joint 
letter will be issued to parents imminently.  In the meantime the gates to the staff car park 
will be closed during pick up and drop off times.   Action MB and SS 

 

 
6.0 Annual General Meeting 

6.1 The current office bearers, Debbie Strachan (Chair), Heather Stewart (Vice Chair) and 
Marjory Cameron (Treasurer) are all standing down.  Julie Flockhart thanked them for 
their hard work and input over the last three years on behalf of HISPP and Shirley 
Swinton thanked them on behalf of the school. 

 



Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership Approved Minutes – 13 September 2010 

Page 4 of 6 

6.2 It was agreed by consensus that Alice Hall would be the new Chair, Elaine Towler the 
new Vice-Chair and Mandy Hockey the new Treasurer.  Due to time constraints at this 
meeting, the new class reps were not decided.  A second meeting will be held imminently 
to do this. 

  
  
7.0 Items for next meeting 

The following items will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting: 

 The Joint Campus proposals. 

 How to promote the Parent Council and get new parents involved. 

 Travel Team / road safety issues. 

 National Parent Forum for Scotland. 

 Parent reps details for East Lothian Council website. 

 East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members (ELAPCM) rep required. 
 
 

8.0 Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 27 September 2010 from 7.00 to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are 
welcome.  However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a 

Parent Council Representative know in advance. 
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Haddington Infant School 
Head Teacher’s Report to the Parent Council September 13th 2010  

 
Budget  
Sub total including staffing, energy and educational supplies -              £932,234 
Less efficiency savings       £4,567 Budget total                               Total  £927,667    
 

Predicted under spend apprx £5 700 
Other incomes –  
Determined to Succeed 2010-2011    £2 818 
 
 

Educational Supplies  - So far spent £7 076 
Additional reading books for Primary 1 
Storage trolleys for Primary1 
Consumables –office stationery, class stationery, jotters, paper, art materials, maths workbooks 
etc 
Replaced dishwasher in nursery, additional dining hall tables and chairs 
Remainder – resources to support development plan – literacy, maths and assessment, 
stationery, photocopying. 
Thanks to PTA for fundraising and purchasing bookshelves, disco equipment etc and support.  
 
 

Staffing 
Two probationary teachers, supported by Mrs Kirsty Murray and Mrs Emma Hood 
One class teacher released to develop literacy through school – Mrs Kirsty Murray 
Principal teacher has reverted to class teacher post.  Interviews for acting principal teacher 14th 
Sept  
Mrs Shena Jamieson in nursery 
Mr Tom Crombie covering Mrs Black’s maternity leave.  Another maternity leave expected in 
January 
Mrs Seonaid Wood in office auxiliary and clerical duties 
 
 

Curriculum 
Curriculum for Excellence – Core themes of tracking, assessment, moderation 
Planning - maths, literacy, core health and well being, interdisciplinary, technologies 
Tracking – maths, reading, interdisciplinary skills, PIPS baseline and end of P1 and end of P3 
Formative Assessment – assessment as part of teaching 
Further developing maths, maths homework, assessment, reading, writing and pupil 
achievement – Learning Journals 
 
 

          (continued...) 
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Other 
Received our first Green Flag in Eco School initiative – lead - Mr Crombie.   Aiming for second, 
flagpole required. 
Inspectors very impressed with infant school efforts, standards and achievements.  Evidence of 
eco issues embedded in curriculum and promoted through P2 and P3 shows  - Litter Muncher, 
Emerald Crown etc. 
Gained Cycle Friendly School Award – first infant school to gain award - again inspectors 
impressed with infant efforts, facilities and cycling promotion in nursery too – lead - Mrs Inglis. 
14thSept will be inspected and hopefully gain Stage 3 Accreditation in Health Promoting School 
which means that health and well being is firmly embedded in curriculum – it’s final stage and 
means that we no longer have to document what we are doing through keeping a folder -  lead - 
Mrs Inglis. 
Pupil Council – hoping to merge health, eco and pupil voice into a pupil parliament – Mrs K 
Murray responsible for pupil council.  Perhaps invite local MSP in to talk to children about his 
job in parliament. 
 
 

Agenda item – Traffic - Pupil Safety  
Accident 7th September - child on pavement collided with car being driven in car park by parent 
leaving breakfast club.  There is an existing notice asking parents not to use car park between 
8.20am and 9am and 3pm and 3.45pm – now bigger.  Spoken to Colin Baird, road dept, 
operations manager ASC and contacted local police inspector.  Gates now closed 8.30am-9am 
and 3pm-3.45pm. 
To discuss with parent council 
Closing of gates 
Breakfast club and afterschool club parents using car park – problems and widening the 
restrictions. 

 


