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HHHaaaddddddiiinnngggtttooonnn   IIInnnfffaaannnttt   SSSccchhhoooooolll      

PPPaaarrreeennnttt   PPPaaarrrtttnnneeerrrssshhhiiippp   
http://edubuzz.org/haddingtoninfantspp/ 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
Date:   Monday 14 May 2012 

 

Present:  Alice Hall  Parent   Chair 

   Elaine Towler  Parent   Vice Chair  

   Polly Cooke  Parent 

   Catherine White Staff   P2/7 teacher   

In attendance: Shirley Swinton Head Teacher 

   Kirsty Murray  Acting Depute Teacher 
   Tom Trotter  Local Councillor  

   Mary Benson  Clerk    

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting, held on 27 February 2012, were approved. 

 

2. Matters arising 

The parental and pupil questionnaire has been sent home and responses have been received 

and are being analysed.  One comment from parents was to improve communication between 

the school and home and inform parents about planned events out with the year calendar 

sooner. 

Mrs Swinton has put a link to the Curriculum for Excellence films in the latest newsletter 

and on the blog on the school website. 

 

3. Any other business 

None 

 

4. Head Teacher’s Report :  see Mrs Swinton’s written report on page 5. 
Class lists for the new session will be available shortly.  Next session it is anticipated that 

most class teachers will be teaching the same year group as this year, to minimise 

disruption during the move to the new school. 

 
Councillor Tom Trotter left the meeting due to other commitments.  He noted that any of the three 
Councillors for this ward (Cllr Trotter, Cllr Broun-Lindsay and Cllr McMillan) can be contacted for 
assistance, should this be required. 
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5. How to attract and retain new parent reps 

There seems to be a general lack of volunteers both for the parent council and the PTA.  

It was noted that Haddington Infants was one of a very small number of parent councils 

with a separate PTA.  Haddington Infants PTA had an internal vote earlier this year and 

decided to remain independent.  The parent council and the PTA fulfil different roles and 

often different people are attracted to each. 

 

In order to raise the parent council’s profile and make us appear less formal and more 

approachable, the following was agreed: 

 

 Alice Hall will speak to the new P1 and nursery parents about the parent council at 

their open afternoons in June. 

 Alice will make some improvements to the parent council notice board. 

 Alice will email existing parent reps to ask if a different evening/time would be 

more suitable for parent council meetings. 

 Mary Benson will look at changing the format of the minutes and agendas to make 

them look less formal and more user-friendly. 

 Elaine Towler will write a short summary of the agenda and minutes to go on the 

website for each meeting. 

 Mrs Swinton will contact David Gilmour (ELC  IT dept) to ask about merging the 

school and parent council websites.  This would make parent council information 

more accessible to parents, allowing them to access all information on one website 

without having to go to a separate website for parent council information, as they 

do at present.     

 The school blog could be used to electronically canvas for parent reps. 

 Existing parent reps could be asked to try to bring at least one person to a meeting. 

 The title “Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership” was felt to be long winded.  

It was noted that to officially change this would require a change to the 

Constitution.  It was agreed that HISPP would in future be unofficially referred to 

as the Parent Council.    Action AH, ET, MB and SS 

 

6. Road safety 

Kings Meadow Primary School’s Parent Council has recently been pushing for action on road 

safety around the schools in the area, particularly on Neilson Park Road and Victoria Road.  

Mrs Swinton and Alice Hall have been attending road safety meetings organised by KMPS 

parent council.   

Parent reps at both schools have spoken to residents in Neilson Park Road and Victoria 

Road about the possibility of restricting access to all drivers (other than residents) during 

school morning drop-off time and afternoon pick-up time in order to reduce traffic 

congestion and discourage parents and carers from driving to school.  The majority of 

residents have been in favour of the proposal; however the Bowling Club at Wemyss Place 

were not.  The next road safety meeting is this Wednesday.  Alice will update parent reps 

as to any progress made. 
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During the preparation of these minutes; the above road safety meeting took place.  The 
main relevant points were: 

 Some funding has been secured to improve pedestrian access in Victoria Road 
through pavement widening and this will be planned in due course.   

 It is hoped that a temporary order restricting vehicle access in Victoria Road to 
residents only may be possible, but this is still to be fully discussed and agreed with 
East Lothian Council.  A timescale for these discussions will be agreed in due 
course. 

 

7. Correspondence - The following was discussed: 

 Request for parent reps for education appeals committee. 

 Parent Council budget 2012/13 - the budget for this financial year is £212.00.  If 

parent reps spend money on behalf of the parent council, claims for reimbursement 

should be made to the school office.  An invoice should be written and the original 

receipt enclosed.  A cheque will be issued to the parent by East Lothian Council in 

due course.  Invoices are not required for photocopying, which can be carried out in 

the school and charged to the parent council directly. 

 

8. E.L.A.P.C.M.  

Elaine Towler attended the last East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members 

meeting on 25 April and gave a summary of items discussed.  Full minutes of the meeting 

will be forwarded to all once available. 

School handbook - Feedback on the school handbook consultation was discussed at the 

meeting.  A follow up report will be sent to Head Teachers in due course.  Our Parent 

Council had suggested that the statistical information currently required to be printed in 

all school handbooks could perhaps be made available online to those that require it, rather 

than printing out copies for all parents.  However, this suggestion has not been taken up.   

Budget – Proposed education budgetary savings will mean that the Predictable Needs 

budget will be reduced.  This could have an impact throughout the school.  This budget is 

used to fund staff such as classroom assistants, support for learning staff and the P1 

nursery nurses; positions which help support the teaching staff.  If the teaching staff lose 

this support, then the amount of time they are able to spend teaching may in turn be 

reduced. 

Primary Schools Management Review – the Secondary Schools Management Review has 

been carried out and a management review for primary schools is expected in due course. 

 

9. Any other business / items for next meeting 

Further to Alice Hall’s question at a previous meeting about online resources such as 

Mathletics (as used by KMPS), Mrs Murray gave a demonstration of an online resource 

website called Espresso Primary, which the school are considering using. The website is 

used on a subscription basis.  Mrs Murray has asked the PTA to part fund the subscription 

– there is an area which can be accessed by parents and children from home.  The school 

may be given a reduction in subscription cost, as they would only be using the sections 
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relevant to infant schools; however this is still to be confirmed. Although there are free 

resources available on the internet, teacher time is taken up in checking their suitability 

before using them with a class (especially YouTube resources, for example).  However, with 

a professional website like Espresso Primary, that would not be necessary.  

 

10. Date of next meeting:  

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 

Monday 11 June 2012 at 7pm in the school.  The first half hour of this meeting will be 

spent dealing with any urgent Parent Council business.  The remainder of the evening will be 

a social occasion to which St Mary’s Primary School’s Parent Council have been invited, to 

get to know one another before the move to the joint campus.  Mrs Swinton agreed to 

invite St Mary’s new head teacher, Mrs Claire Graham.  Alice Hall agreed to organise 

refreshments for the occasion using the Parent Council budget.   Action SS and AH
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