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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP 

 

DRAFT 
 

Draft minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Tuesday 20th January 2009 

Present:  Debbie Strachan  DSt Parent Representative   Chairperson 
   Lottie Brown  LB Parent Representative 
   Nicola Cunningham NC Parent Representative 

Karen Coe  KC Parent Representative 
Charmian Currie CC Parent Representative 
Julie Flockhart  JF Parent Representative 

   Andrew Mackay  AM Parent Representative 
   Julie Rutter  JRt Parent Representative 
   Donald Smith  DSm Parent Representative 

 

In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Julie Ross  JRs Principal Teacher  Co-opted Rep. 

   Joyce Marlow  JM Catering Manager,  
   East Lothian Council    

 

Apologies:  Sarah Sutherland SS Parent Representative 
   Heather Stewart HS Parent Representative   Vice Chair 

Erica Muirhead              EM Parent Representative  
Marjory Cameron MC Parent Representative 
Jayne Harrison           JH        Treasurer 
Heather Stewart          HS       Vice Chair 
Gilles Charbonnier       GC       Parent Representative 
Nicola Elliot                  NE       Parent Representative 
 

1.0  Elite Catering  

Joyce Marlow, Catering Manager, ELC addressed the meeting on the subject of advance 
payment for school lunches. Experiments at other schools with pre-payment systems had 
become too complicated and had not been successful. A bid had been submitted to the 
Council to introduce a cashless payment system to primary schools, and the result of this 
should be known by the next meeting. JM agreed to report back on the outcome of the 
bid and if unsuccessful, to attend the next meeting. DSt to contact JM a week before 
meeting.         Action DSt  

 
2.0  Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting, held on Monday 8th December 2008, were approved.   
 
3.0 Matters arising 

3.1 Mrs Swinton has had no response back from the Council about the Right of Way. We will 
revisit this at the next meeting. 

3.2 The Travel team met in December and discussed updating the road safety section of the 
school handbook, the possibility of an assisted crossing at the Aubigny Centre .  
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The Parent Council discussed whether it should also tackle travel issues when the Travel 
team was already doing so, for example by seeking more media attention. Agreement 
was reached to give the recently reconvened travel team time to get going again with 
Marjory to act as link. DSt to email Marjory and Christine Dora about seeking more 
political involvement.        Action DSt  

 A problem has developed about parents using the Peartree nursery car park while 
 dropping children at the school. To be noted in school and Parent Council newsletters. 
          Action DSt, SS  

3.3 A property inspector had visited the school to provide a quote for upgrading the baking 
facilities. The final quote is awaited. 

3.4 The high bushes bordering the lane between the playgrounds have been cut down and a 
new school sign erected. 

3.5 The suggestion of using an alternative gate at the far side of the main school playground 
was raised. The dividing wall will remain in place for the present time. 

3.6 The updated constitution will be posted on the Council noticebard.  Action DSt 

 
4.0 Head teacher’s report 

 See attached copy of Mrs Swinton’s Head teacher’s report at the end of this document. 

4.1 HMIe inspection seemed to be positive. A draft report is expected next Monday, and the 
full report on 3rd March.  

 
4.2 Following a visit from a Fire Safety consultant, the Annexe Hall will not be used in future 

for school performances or discos, these events being transferred to the Main Hall. 
 
4.3  Great progress has been made in renewing the library with help from the PTA. A request 

will be coming for further practical help from parents. 
 
4.4  Still looking for a parent to audit School Fund. DSt will approach potential auditor.  
           Action DSt 

 
5.0 Curriculum for Excellence meeting 

 Details were given of a two day event in Glasgow for interested members to attend. 
 
6.0 Cluster meeting / Parent Council Training sessions  

 Details of these to be re-circulated.      Action DSt  

 
7.0 Any other business 

7.1 Some parents had raised concern that children were being taken into school late after 
the staff meeting on Friday mornings. Noted by SS and JR. Efforts will be made to 
resolve this. 

 
7.2 Recipe book – a sub-group of the Health Group is producing a recipe book.. 
 
7.3  Logo for Parent Council. Rather than asking for a pupil design, the decision was made to 

come up with our own. DSt to contact a parent at Nursery to ask for assistance                      
Action DSt 

 



Haddington Infant School Parent Council Minutes – 20 January 2009 

Page 3 of 3 

7.4  Class arrangements for next year. SW has submitted numbers to the Council. 
Uncertainty about size of P1 year makes it hard to predict final number of classes.  

 
7.5  AM described a recent meeting attended by Cllr Mackenzie and a controversy about the 

extent of underspend by East Lothian schools. A total of 367 signatures were collected 
on the petition about the Education budget. 

 
7.6 In response to a question, SW assured the Parent Council that there had been no 

change in policy on the subject of parents helpers, and that parental assistance was 
valued on visits outwith the school as well in the class room, or on particular projects 
such as the library. 

 
7.7 Two incidents have occurred in recent months in which older children have been passing 

items through the playground fence or speaking to children in the playground. SW will 
raise the matter at school assembly and contact the Knox headteacher. Action SW 

 

7.8 In response to a question, JR confirmed that children can take leftovers from their 
packed lunch out into the playground, although they would be encouraged to eat as 
much as possible in the lunch hall. 

 
7.9  DSm reported that Sustainable Haddington had been successful in their application for 

funding and that a bicycle mechanic would be attending the Spring Fair on 25th April to 
service bicycles being sold by the PTA. 

 
7.10 The possibility was raised of producing a school bag as part of the Eco committee or 

enterprise curriculum.         Action JR 
 
7.11 Nothing had been heard about the swift nest box scheme. DSm advised that the initial 

funding application had been unsuccessful, but that a secondary source had now been 
obtained. The suggestion was made that the school acquire a nest box with a camera 
inside so that the children could see the nestlings. DSt to cost  Action DSt 

 

7.12 DSt asked for help from the school in decorating the Parent Council noticeboard.  
Action JR  

 
8.0  Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Council will be held on March 
2nd 7.00pm until 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are welcome.  However, it would be 
helpful if parents intending to come along could let a Parent Council representative know 
in advance. 


