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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 23 January 2012 

Present:  Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative  Chair 
Elaine Towler  ET Parent Representative  Vice Chair 

   Polly Cooke  PC Parent Representative 
   Elisa Smith  ES Parent Representative 
       
In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher    

   Gary Todd  GT Hub South East Territory 
   Billy Gray  BG Morrison Construction 

   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    
 
Apologies:  Tom Crombie  TC Teaching staff 

Gillian Greenshields GG Parent Representative 
Erica Muirhead  EM Parent Representative    

    
       

1. Joint Campus 

Gary Todd from Hub South East Scotland and Billy Gray from Morrison Construction, 
came to speak to parent reps about the building of the new joint campus school and the 
possibilities for community engagement in the project. 

 Hub South East Scotland is a public/private development company, funded through the 
Scottish Government, but governed by the Local Authority.  It has been set up to provide 
community buildings and it has been running for just over a year.  The new school in 
Haddington is the first school to be built in this way by Hub.  Morrison Construction is the 
main contractor who will build the school.  Hub and Morrison have previously worked 
together to build the Drumbrae Library and Community Hub in Edinburgh, which was 
completed last November. 

Work on the new school campus is proceeding to schedule and the building is due for 
completion in October 2012.  It is planned that ‘beneficial access’ will be provided to the 
school staff approximately 4 weeks before hand over of the building, to allow staff to plan 
for the move.  The move itself is likely to take place over one week and will probably 
happen during the October half term holiday.  Parental help with packing/unpacking and 
moving was offered. 

Hub and Morrison are keen to engage with the local community during the build.  They 
are looking at engaging with both Haddington Infants and St Mary’s to allow pupil 
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representatives to visit the site.  There is also the possibility of them working with pupils 
to create some form of artwork for the school, for example using building materials.  
Links have also been made with Knox Academy and Telford College (joinery students 
have had site visits to the construction site).  Morrison intend to issue regular newsletters 
to parents to inform them of progress and future community engagement opportunities. 

Gary Todd and Billy Gray were thanked for their input and left the meeting. 

The possibility of recording the history of the school and those who have attended the 
school over the years within the new school building was discussed.  These could 
perhaps be incorporated in some way through historic photographs or quotations from 
the past, perhaps similar to those on the walls at the new Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 
 

2. Approval of minutes 

 The minutes of the last meeting, held on 14 November 2011, were approved. 
 
3. Matters arising 

 Elaine Towler was unable to attend the last ELAPCM meeting, but had asked for the item 
regarding the school handbook (see item 9, 14 Nov 2011 minutes) to be raised as an 
agenda item.  The minutes from this meeting will be available soon and will be forwarded 
to all. 

 Joyce Marlow has confirmed that the cashless catering proposals have been put on hold 
for the time being for financial reasons.  Mrs Swinton has been informed that the new 
school lunch wristbands have been purchased and she is waiting for Catering to get in 
touch to confirm when the new scheme will begin. Mrs Swinton will contact Elite Catering 
to find out what is happening. (see item 1, 14 Nov 2011 minutes). Action SS 

 
4. Any other business -  see item 9 

 
5 Head teacher’s report – also see Mrs Swinton’s written report on page 4 of these 

minutes.  

 Staffing: Mrs Inglis has been appointed as Head Teacher of Lochdonhead Primary 

School on the Isle of Mull and will be leaving Haddington Infant School at Easter.  She 
was congratulated on her appointment but she will be missed.   

East Lothian Council will advertise the Depute Head Teacher’s post in due course.   

 Two parent council reps will be able to take part in the recruitment and selection process, 
providing they have undertaken East Lothian Council’s Recruitment and Selection 
training.  Elaine Towler has had this training and Alice Hall will see if she can attend the 
course running tomorrow night. (Alice has since attended this training). 

 Traffic:   Kings Meadow Primary School Parent Council are compiling a questionnaire to 
put to residents of Neilson Park Road regarding the possibility of closing the road to 
traffic during certain hours of the school day.  It has been suggested that Haddington 
Infants Parent Council might consider putting the same questionnaire to residents of 
Victoria Road and Wemyss Place by personally knocking on the doors and speaking to 
them.  Alice Hall is waiting for a finalised version of the questionnaire from Kings 
Meadow Parent Council.  Alice and Polly Cooke agreed to visit the residents with the 
questionnaire.        Action AH & PC 

 New school logo:  Mrs Swinton circulated a draft brief for a competition to design a new 
logo for Haddington Infants, to reflect the move to the new school.  Most parents felt that 

this competition should be open to children only and carried out within school time.   
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 School sweatshirts:  A new school sweatshirt will be available in due course featuring the 

new school logo.  It was agreed that the sweatshirt colour should remain red and the 
design screen-printed on in black.  This would keep the new sweatshirt similar to the 
existing design, so that older ‘handed down’ sweatshirts do not stand out.  Parents were 
happy to stay with the existing sweatshirt supplier.  Mrs Swinton has been assured by the 
current sweatshirt supplier that the production of the cotton and sweatshirts is ethical.   
          Action SS  

 Integrated public artworks: Mrs Swinton circulated a copy of East Lothian Council’s 

recent brief for artists to submit bids to provide public artwork to be integrated into the 
design of the new school.  It is unclear at this stage what the budget for this will be.  At 
the new Dunbar Primary School, artwork has been incorporated within things such as the 
tiles in the school toilets and etchings on glass panels within the school. 

 
6 HISPP website including school logo photo 

 Elaine Towler has attended the Parent Council website training course and has updated 
the HISPP website.  Mrs Inglis will contact David Gilmour (ELC IT department) to see if 
the photo of the school previously used on the website can be found and reused.  Elaine 
has offered to upload PTA information to the website also.        Action PI & ET 

 The school blog training day before Christmas had to be cancelled at short notice; 
however it is hoped that this can be rescheduled for March, with Primary 3 pupils giving 
training to parents and carers.  It is hoped that this will encourage more parents to attend 
the training.  Elaine Towler offered to help on the day if required.   Action ET 

 
7.0 Correspondence  

Correspondence has been distributed electronically.  Alice brought the following to 
everyone’s attention: 

 Education Awards –nominations are now open and the closing date is Friday 2 March. 

 Parent Council training dates. 
  
8.0 E.L.A.P.C.M. – see item 3.1 

The next meeting of East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members (ELAPCM) is 
on Wednesday 7 March 2012 at Ross High School.  Minutes from the last meeting will be 
distributed electronically once they are available.    Action MB 

 
9.0 Any other business /  items for next meeting 
 Alice Hall asked if the Mathletics system of online maths exercises had been considered 

for use by the school. Kings Meadow use the internet-based system as part of class 
homework and pupils enjoy using it.  Mrs Swinton will look into this. Action SS 

 ‘Happy Healthy Bairns’ – a free conference running on Tuesday 7 February in 
Musselburgh was highlighted.  More details are available on East Lothian Council’s 
website (http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/998/healthy_happy_bairns) 

 
10.0 Date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 27 February 2012 from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are 
welcome.  However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a 
Parent Council Representative know in advance.  

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/news/article/998/healthy_happy_bairns
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Haddington Infant School 
Head Teacher’s Report to the Parent Council January 2012  

 
Budget  
We are presently balancing everything up before the end of the financial year ensuring that we 
have paid all our bills and have received all monies due to us.  We hope to have a precise idea of 
our position including any underspend and need to know what we will be allowed to carried 
forward.   
 

Staffing 
Mr Crombie leaving 27th January 2012 – preferred candidate for temporary post to June – 
Catherine White has visited the class and liaised with Mr Crombie and is keen to come back to 
familiarise herself with school and resources.  Mrs Susan Bedgood will be in P2/7 for two weeks 
as Ms White is required to work a period of notice and the appointment is subject to PVG and 
references. 
 

Mrs Emma Black currently absent, official maternity leave commences on 6th February.  Mrs 
Jane Lyness is the preferred candidate for this temporary maternity post.   
 

Curriculum 
New Active Maths resources have arrived in school. 
Teachers plan in all curricular areas using the outcomes and experiences of Curriculum for 
Excellence.  They are presently working in learning teams to further develop programmes which 
reflect Curriculum for Excellence in art, drama and religious and moral education.  
Mrs Murray, acting principal teacher, is finishing work in tracking reading progress and is ready 
to present this to staff.  The writing tracking and maths tracking which was developed by last 
session’s learning teams is now being used and initial monitoring shows that this is working 
well. 
  

Other 
Joint Campus 
Head teachers and parent council chairs from HIS, KM and St M’s attended a meeting in 
December concerning the joint campus and safe travel to school.  A planning condition of the 
new campus is that a green travel plan is developed.  The schools have to develop this.  Marshall 
Greenshields, East Lothian Transportation Manager has sent all who attended a document 
which gives good guidance on this.  I have raised this at a meeting of Haddington Cluster head 
teachers and requested that this is put on our joint plan.  I am happy to do the plan and have 
the majority of it done before the move to the campus.  It cannot be completed until the move 
takes place as surveys have to be carried out and we know all the traffic support that is being 
put in place.  Parents and children will be involved.   
 

Traffic Leaflet – it is anticipated there is funding to promote the traffic leaflet developed by us in 
all East Lothian schools.  KM and St M’s parent council had already shown an interest in 
adapting the leaflet themselves. 
 

Art Project – see attached information  
 

Sweatshirts and logo for new campus – would like parent council views. 
 


