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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 27 February 2012 

Present:  Elaine Towler  ET Parent Representative  Vice Chair 
   Erica Muirhead  EM Parent Representative 
       
In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Kirsty Murray  KM Acting Principal Teacher 
   Jane Lyness  JL Staff Representative   

   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    
 
Apologies:  Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative  Chair 
   Susanne Liddle  SL Parent Representative 
   Elisa Smith  ES Parent Representative 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher 
 
HISPP did not achieve a quorum (as defined in the HISPP Constitution) at this meeting; however, 
the following items were discussed.  No major decisions were taken. 
 

1. Approval of minutes 
 The minutes of the last meeting, held on 23 January 2012, were approved. 
 
2. Matters arising 
 Mrs Inglis – Mrs Inglis was unable to attend this last HISPP meeting before she leaves 
 the school.  Elaine Towler passed on a gift to Mrs Swinton for her with HISPP‟s grateful 
 thanks for all her support during her time at Haddington Infant School.  She will be 
 missed. 
 Staff representative – Mrs Lyness and Miss White will share the post of staff 

 representative.  
 Road safety resident’s questionnaire – to be discussed at the next meeting     
 School logo competition – is ongoing in school. 
 Website picture – Mrs Inglis has actioned this, but Mrs Swinton was unsure of the details.  

 She will check for the next meeting. 
 Blog training day – Mrs Swinton and Mrs Inglis have discussed this, but a date has not 
 yet been set.  
 P3 Learning Zone – Miss Fleming has set up a P3 learning zone, similar to Mr 

Whiteside‟s P1 learning zone (see 14 November 2011 minutes), which is available at 
http://edubuzz.org/primary3haddingtoninfant/. 

 
3. Any other business -  none raised 

http://edubuzz.org/primary3haddingtoninfant/
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4.  Head Teacher’s Report  
 Budget – there is a predicted underspend of around £10,000.  This has provided funding 

for some new classroom resources to be ordered and certain teachers to be released 
from class for development work. A cushion of money will be kept in reserve to pay for 
unforeseen items such as cover in the case of staff absence. 

 Staffing – the new depute head post is likely to be a temporary appointment.  One parent 

council member (who has completed the ELC „Recruitment and Selection Training 
Course‟) may take part in the recruitment process for a temporary depute head. 

 Curriculum development – is ongoing. 

 Joint Campus – A new East Lothian Council architect, Eddie Reid, is taking over the 
project.  Mrs Swinton has received some updated landscape plans for the north-western 
corner of the site and these were discussed, including the outdoor play space for the 
nursery, the proposed swale on the northern boundary with The Butts and the proposed 
boundary treatment along the edge of The Butts.    

 Parental feedback – the HMIE document “How good is our school?” is used as a 
framework for the school to evaluate itself.  As part of this, parents and children‟s 
feedback is required and the best ways to get parents and children involved in this were 
discussed.  One idea was to attach a feedback form to the half-termly curriculum 
information sheets that are sent home to all parents.  Any questions or queries could be 
sent into the school this way.  Another idea was to set a questionnaire with sections for 
both parents and children, which could be set as homework to encourage everyone to 
respond. 

5. Correspondence  

Correspondence has been distributed electronically.  Elaine brought the following to 
everyone‟s attention: 

 PVG checks for parent reps – Alice Hall and Mrs Swinton have agreed to co-opt two 

parents, Mrs Carruthers and Mrs Fraser, onto the Parent Council.  Both of these 
parents regularly help out within the school in a supervised capacity and so HISPP‟s  
entitlement for PVG checks will be used for them. 

 Getting around East Lothian conference 

 Curriculum for Excellence films – Mrs Swinton will put a link to these films in the 
newsletter, and a direct link will be placed on the blog on the school website.  

6. E.L.A.P.C.M.  
The next meeting of East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members (ELAPCM) is 
on Wednesday 7 March 2012 at Ross High School.  Elaine Towler plans to attend.  The 
minutes from the last meeting have been distributed to all parent reps by email.  No one 
had any items to raise for the agenda for the next ELAPCM meeting. 

A set of guidelines for Parent Councils when using social media websites such as 
Facebook has been drawn up by Falkirk Council and these have been forwarded to all 
along with the latest ELAPCM minutes.   

7. Any other business / items for next meeting 
 The issue of how to attract and retain new parent reps will be put on the agenda for the 

next meeting.         Action MB 

8. Date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 14 May 2012 from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are welcome.  
However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a Parent Council 
Representative know in advance.  


