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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 27 September 2010 

Present:  Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative  Chairperson 
   Elaine Towler  ET Parent Representative  Vice Chair 
   Polly Cooke  PC Parent Representative 
   Charmian Currie CC Parent Representative 

Julie Flockhart  JF Parent Representative 
Gillian Greenshields GG Parent Representative 
Roz Maguire  RM Parent Representative 

   Erica Muirhead  EM Parent Representative 
   Elisa Smith  ES Parent Representative 
 
In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher 

   Tom Crombie  TC Teacher, Co-opted Staff Representative 

   Ian Reid  IR School Travel Coordinator, East Lothian Council 
   Lynne Black  LB Lothian & Borders Police 
   Debbie Grey  DG Lothian & Borders Police 

   Tracey Charbonnier TCh P1 parent 

   Tom Trotter  TT Local Councillor 

   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    
 
Apologies:  Marshall Greenshields  MG Parent Representative 
   Mandy Hockey  MH Parent Representative  Treasurer 
   Jean Squires  JS Parent Representative 
       
   Ludovic Broun-Lindsay LBL Local Councillor 
   Sheena Richardson SR Local Councillor 

 
 
1.0. Approval of minutes 

 The minutes of the last meeting, held on Monday 13 September 2010 were approved. 
 
2.0. Matters arising 

 All matters arising are covered under other items in these minutes. 
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3.0. Travel team / road safety 

3.1 Attending the meeting this evening were Mr Ian Reid, East Lothian Council’s School 
Travel Co-ordinator; and PC Lynne Black and PC Deborah Grey, Community Beat 
Officers from Lothian & Borders Police. 

3.2 Each school in East Lothian has a travel plan which looks at ways to improve safety for 
children travelling to school and ways to reduce car use and promote more active travel 
to school, such as walking or cycling.  This is a working document which is written by the 
school’s Travel Team in consultation with the local authority, police, teachers and 
parents.  Haddington Infant’s Travel Plan was last reviewed in 2007 and needs to be 
looked at again; particularly in light of the recent minor accident involving a pupil (see 
Mrs Swinton’s report at the end of the last minutes – 13 September 2010). 

3.3 The School Travel Team is looking for new members and several new parent council 
members were interested in joining.  The Travel Team is a sub-group of the Parent 
Council, which meets separately, but feeds back to the Parent Council.  Mrs Swinton will 
invite a representative from the After School Club (which runs outside school hours in the 
Dining Hall) to attend future Travel Team meetings. Action ES, PC, RM, EM and SS 

3.4 Ian Reid is holding a Cluster Meeting for the Travel Teams from each of the schools in 
the local cluster, next Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in Kings Meadow Primary School.  It is 
hoped that some Haddington Infant Travel Team members will be able to attend.  

Action Travel Team 

3.5 Haddington Infant School has a lot of positives with regard to travel to school.  The 
school has recently won a Cycle Friendly School award from Cycling Scotland and 
actively promotes cycling and walking to school.  However, due to the location of the 
school and the access issues for cars, there are ongoing concerns with regard to road 
safety.  Police have been visibly patrolling Victoria Road and Meadowpark at school drop 
off and pick up times recently to try to reinforce the message to parents to leave their 
cars at home, or park and stride to school from Tesco or the Aubigny Centre.  However, 
the police cannot be there all of the time and unless an offence is committed, cannot take 
direct action, other than trying to encourage drivers to change. 

3.6 Measures such as limiting road access to residents-only during certain hours are very 
difficult to implement, particularly as there needs to be a consistent approach at all 
schools across East Lothian.  Initiatives such as a walking bus to school are difficult to 
sustain daily parental help for, particularly in an infant school, where there is a rapid turn-
over of parents.  There are also insurance issues with an official walking bus, however 
informal arrangements between groups of parents who take turns to walk groups of 
children to school can be very successful.  It is important, however, with a new joint 
campus school being proposed, that basic and fundamental rules are set in place with 
regard to car access.  The car should be the last choice, not the first choice when 
travelling to school. 

3.7 A joint letter has been produced by the school, East Lothian Council and Lothian & 
Borders Police which will go out to all parents shortly to reinforce the message.  The 
police will also distribute the letter to local residents adjoining the school.  Last session, 
Mrs Swinton sent out some guidelines to parents advising what to do if you see people 
driving dangerously near the school at busy times.  These guidelines will be printed on 
the back of the joint letter to parents.     Action SS and LB 

3.8 Any parents seeing dangerous driving close to the school are asked not to approach 
drivers directly, but to take a note of the registration number and a description of the car 
and pass it on to the school office, or directly to PC Lynn Black, Community Officer at 
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Haddington Police Station (tel no: 824101).  The information will be anonymous and your 
name will not be used.  The police will investigate. 

3.9 Mrs Swinton is thinking of restricting the school car park to staff parking only at all times.  
This should reduce the problem of cars coming into and out of the Victoria Road 
entrance to the school, which is a blind exit and is where the recent minor accident 
occurred.  Currently, the gate is closed between 8.25am – 9.00am and between 3.00pm 
– 3.45pm.  Everyone at the meeting was in favour of this restriction. Action SS 

3.10 Next week is ‘Walk to School Week’, where it is hoped to reduce car usage and 
encourage pupils to travel to school by foot, or bike.  Where cars are necessary, it is 
hoped that parents may be encouraged to park and stride instead. 

3.11 Mrs Swinton suggested the possibility of producing another banner to go on the school 
fencing with a message to encourage parents to be safety conscious when driving near 
the school.  It may be possible to fund this from the Parent Council annual budget.  The 
Travel Team will discuss this when they meet.  There would also be an opportunity at the 
Parent’s Evening in November for the Travel Team to canvas parents and possibly do a 
survey to find alternatives for travel to school.    Action Travel Team 

 
4.0 Head teacher’s report 

 Mrs Swinton’s report is on page 6 of these minutes. 

The Parental Consultation Evenings are planned for 9 and 10 November.  Mrs Swinton 
invited HISPP representatives to be involved on the night.  Alice and Mrs Swinton will 
liaise regarding this and Alice will contact parent the reps by email. Action AH and SS 

 
5.0 Joint campus design 

There were no new developments further to those discussed at the meeting two weeks 
ago.  The amended plan for the building has not yet been issued, but it is hoped that it 
will be available for public display at the Parent’s Evening on 9 and 10 November 2010. 

 
6.0 National Parent Forum for Scotland 

Alice highlighted the National Parent Forum for Scotland to new parents.  Mary will 
forward round the most recent newsletter to all new members for information (it was 
previously sent to all parent reps in June).     Action MB 

 
7.0 ELAPCM update 

Alice introduced the East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members to new 
members and asked if anyone was available to represent HISPP at the next meeting on 
5 October.  No one at the meeting was available to attend. Anyone willing to represent 
HISPP should contact Mary Benson.      Action All 

 
8.0 How to promote the Parent Council and get new parents involved 

8.1 Alice had brought along several copies of the Parent Council Toolkit set of leaflets and 
DVD about what a Parent Council is and what it does.  These were available for reps to 
take away for information and further copies are available from Val McIntyre, if required. 

8.2 The recent PTA flier sent home with children, asking parents to attend a PTA meeting 
had been very successful.  The flier had given information about what the PTA had 
achieved in the last year and made it clear that the PTA were not looking for office 
bearers.  Alice and Elaine will liaise to produce a similar flier to send out prior to the next 
HISPP meeting.  Val McIntyre has a sheet setting out a list of what the Parent Council is 



Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership Approved Minutes – 27 September 2010 

Page 4 of 6 

about, and what it does not do.  Alice will get a copy of this list and look at incorporating it 
into the flier.  In previous years, a poster with a photo of each Parent Council Rep was 
put up on the noticeboard so parents could get to know the rep for their class.  This is 
something which could be done after the next meeting when the Class Reps are decided.
         Action AH and ET 

9.0 Parent member leaflets 

The Class Reps still need to be decided; however there are some classes which do not 
currently have a parent on the Parent Council.  Other classes are oversubscribed.  It is 
hoped that parents from the classes without reps can be encouraged to come to the next 
HISPP meeting in November.  It was therefore decided that Class Reps will be finalised 
at the next meeting, when there will hopefully be more parents attending.  Classes which 
do not have a parent on the Parent Council can be represented by a parent from another 
class, if required.  Currently there is no parent attending HISPP meetings with a child in 
P1/1, P1/3, P2/2, P3/8 or the afternoon Nursery class.   Action All 

 
10.0 Parent reps details for East Lothian Council website 

No parents at the meeting had an objection to their contact details being used on the 
East Lothian Council Parent Council website.  Mary will confirm this to Val McIntyre. 
          Action MB 

 
11.0 Any Other Business 

11.1 Parental crowding at school drop-off / pick-up time  

A member of the parent forum had asked for the issue of parents crowding round the 
exits to school, blocking the view for the many other parents to be raised.  Haddington 
Infants is an old building and one of the problems (as discussed previously) is a listed 
stone wall which blocks many views into school for parents and restricts exit routes for 
children.  This has been explored in the past and there are many planning restrictions 
with removing or altering a listed wall.  Other possibilities such as painting a line on the 
ground behind which parents must stand may be an option.  Mrs Swinton and Mrs Inglis 
will look into the options.      Action SS & PI 

 
11.2 P1 parent’s handbook 

Some suggestions were made for items to include in future editions of the P1 handbook.  
Polly Cooke agreed to co-ordinate the suggestions and feed them back to Mrs Swinton. 
          Action PC 

 
11.3 Dogs on the school grounds 

It has been noticed that some people are tying dogs up near to the school gate when 
picking up or dropping off children.  Mrs Swinton will put a notice up to ask people not to 
do this.            Action SS 

 

11.4 Drainage on The Butts 

The poor drainage and huge puddles which form in wet weather along The Butts footpath 
were raised.  Councillor Tom Trotter offered to take this up with the appropriate official at 
East Lothian Council.        Action TT 
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11.5 After School Club 

Issues regarding the After School Club must be taken up directly with them.  The After 
School Club is a private organisation which simply leases part of Haddington Infant 
School for its activities. 

 
11.6 Parent Council meetings 

Mrs Swinton suggested the possibility of holding Parent Council meetings on the same 
night as other activities held in the school.  This will be discussed again at the next 
meeting. 

 
7.0 Items for next meeting 

The following items will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting: 

 Travel team / road safety 

 Joint campus 

 Shared lets for Parent Council meetings 
 

8.0 Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 1 November 2010 from 7.00 to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are welcome.  
However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a Parent Council 

Representative know in advance. 
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Haddington Infant School 

Head Teacher’s Report to the Parent Council September 27
th

 2010  

 

 

Budget  

Remains as reported on 13
th
 September 2010.  

 

 

 

Staffing 

Mrs Kirsty Murray has been appointed acting principal teacher within the school, she will take up 

her post after the October break and continue until 1st July 2011.  She will remain in the role of 

literacy coordinator in the school. 
 

 

Curriculum 

Teachers and nursery nurses enjoyed the curriculum evening on 16
th
 September 2010, which 

included the Primary 1 reading workshop and nursery evening.   There was good attendance from 

parents and we will be canvassing for constructive feedback during November parental 

consultations.   We would like the parent council members to help with this project e.g. 

encouraging people to participate on the nights.  Would parent council like to have a stand to 

raise profile within the school community? 

 

Other 
The school has gained Stage 3 Accreditation in the Health Promoting Schools initiative.  This is 

the final award, health promotion is now well embedded in the ethos and curriculum of the 

school and we will no longer require inspection in this area. 

 

 
 


