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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 30 November 2009 

Present:  Debbie Strachan  DS Parent Representative   Chairperson 
   Heather Stewart HS Parent Representative   Vice Chair 
   Marjory Cameron MC Parent Representative   Treasurer 
   Gillian Greenshields GG Parent Representative 
   Mandy Hockey  MH Parent Representative 
   Andrew Mackay  AM Parent Representative 
       
In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher 
   Tom Trotter  TT Local Councillor 

   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    

Apologies:  David Anning  DA Parent Representative 
Julie Flockhart  JF Parent Representative 
Marshall Greenshields  MG Parent Representative 
Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative 

   Nicky McCall  NMcC Parent Representative 
   Erica Muirhead  EM Parent Representative 
   Jean Squires  JS Parent Representative 

Sheena Richardson SR Local Councillor 
Ludovic Broun-Lindsay LBL Local Councillor 

 
1.0 Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting, held on Monday 14 September 2009, were approved.   
 
2.0 Matters arising 

The Prize Cup is being prepared and will be ready shortly. 
 

3.0 Head Teacher’s report 

3.1 Nursery newsletter  

The nursery newsletter will be attached to the school newsletter as a trial for the next two 
issues. Parent views will be sought after the trial to see how successful this is. Action SS 
 

3.2 Innerwick residential trip 

Parent’s views are being sought about the future of the Innerwick residential trip.  This 
has previously been run for P2s towards the end of the school year.  This year P3s went 
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at the start of the school year.  However, the trip has cost implications for the school.  
New local authority requirements state that both a male and a female member of staff 
must be present for the overnight stays if both boys and girls are present.  This is an 
extra expense which has been funded this year by the school; however there is unlikely 
to be money to cover this in future.   

Mrs Swinton has drafted a letter to go out to parents about the future of the trip and this 
was discussed and agreed with parent reps.  The letter asks for comments on the way 
forward and will go out to all parents shortly.     Action SS 
 

3.3 New furniture for P3 

An under spend in the school budget has meant that new furniture could be bought for all 
P3s.   
 

3.4 Care Commission inspection 

The nursery is expecting a Care Commission inspection imminently.  It is unannounced 
and will take place any time after 16 November.  

 
3.5 Health questionnaire 

As part of the work towards achieving Stage 3 of Health Accreditation for Schools, ideas 
were sought from parents at the recent Parent Consultation evening; however a low 
response was received.  It was agreed that Parent Council reps would attend the next 
Parent Consultation evening to help encourage parents to respond. Action All 

 
3.6 Parents in playground at pick-up time 

The issue of parents crowding into the playground at pick up time at the end of the 
school day is still causing problems.  This will be raised again in the December school 
newsletter, where parents will be asked to stand beyond the fence or under the shelter, 
but not in the playground.        Action SS 

 
3.7 Parking 

PC Lynn Black, the Community Police Officer has forwarded complaints from the Fire 
Service and East Lothian Council about parents restricting access with bad parking close 
to the school.  The police have spoken directly to parents; however this message seems 
to have been ignored by some.  Police have now warned that they will have to take more 
formal steps to stop parents parking badly.  Mrs Swinton will reinforce this message in 
the December newsletter.       Action SS 

 
3.8 Thanks 

Mrs Swinton expressed her thanks to the PTA for their funding of the recent Hopscotch 
performance of ‘Beauty and the Beast’ at the school.  She also thanked Councillor Tom 
Trotter for his gift of saltire flags for the school for St Andrew’s Day. 
 

4.0 5-14 Assessments and Curriculum for Excellence PIPS and MIDYAS 

Mrs Swinton and Mrs Inglis were asked for more information about Curriculum for 
Excellence (CfE), 5-14 assessments and PIPS and MIDYAS.  Many parents find that the 
new CfE is difficult to understand.  What Curriculum for Excellence means for parents 
and pupils was discussed. Leaflets produced by the Authority were displayed at the 
recent curriculum evening.   
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Mrs Swinton discussed plans to consider changing the School Report format to reflect 
CfE. She advised that 5-14 assessments would be ongoing until an alternative 
framework for assessment in CfE is in place. There is currently no assessment 
framework available.   Mrs Swinton also described PIPS, which is used to provide a 
baseline assessment of children’s education at the beginning and end of P1. Pupil’s 
progress is reported to parents.  MIDYAS is a similar assessment carried out in early 
secondary school.  Mrs Swinton and Mrs Inglis will consider how information about CfE 
and the new reporting format can be meaningfully shared with the parent forum and this 
will be discussed at the next meeting.    Action SS and PI 
 

5 & 6 ELAPCM update and budget proposals 

Andrew MacKay gave an update on recent ELAPCM developments.  ELAPCM’s written 
response to the recent budget proposal will be in quite general terms, as the proposals 
were not in sufficient detail at this stage to give more detailed comments.  ELAPCM’s 
overall opinion at this stage is that although budget cuts are required, Education should 
not take a disproportionate hit.  If this were to happen, then ELAPCM would protest. 

Andrew will draft an official HISPP response to the budget proposals, which will be along 
the lines of the Andrew’s recent budget letter which was circulated to parents. Action AM   

Parent reps were encouraged to blog their opinions on the HISPP website and to 
comment on the proposals online (www.eastlothian.gov.uk – ‘You pay, now have your 
say’ link). 

Those that had attended the recent general budget public meeting on 26 November in 
Haddington on behalf of HISPP felt that the meeting had not allowed for open discussion 
or for those present to directly voice opinions.  The meeting had been arranged so that 
opinions were only sought on specific options. 

 
7.0 Trust status 

Councillor Tom Trotter spoke about East Lothian Council’s recent proposal to transfer 
schools into an educational trust or trusts.  He said: 

 At this stage it is just one of many ideas under consultation.   

 If it went ahead, it would be based around clusters of schools and would not allow 
a selection policy for children (so that academically gifted children would not be 
siphoned off into certain schools).  

 It wouldn’t go ahead without public agreement; however as things are financially 
tough for all at the moment, some change will be inevitable. 

 It would be based on the system of trust schools used in New Zealand. 
 
More discussion will take place at a later date on this matter. 

 
8.0  Travel Team update 

No Travel Team members were able to attend this meeting; therefore this item will be put 
on the agenda for the next meeting.      Action MB 

 
9.0 Website photos 

No one in attendance at the meeting had an objection to their photo being put on the 
website.  Debbie will check with other members by email.   Action DS 

 
10.0 Items for next meeting 

 The following items will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting: 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/
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 Collating a list of parental email addresses for distributing HISPP information. 

 Parental reports. 

 Travel team. 

Mrs Swinton reminded parent reps about this week’s public meeting regarding the 
possible new joint campus for Haddington Infant School and St Mary’s RC Primary and 
encouraged all who could to attend. 

 

11.0 Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 1 February 2010 from 7.00 to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are welcome.  
However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a Parent Council 
Representative know in advance. 


