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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP 

 

DRAFT 
 

Draft minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Tuesday 21 April 2009 

 

Present:  Debbie Strachan  Parent Representative Chairperson 
   Nicola Cunningham Parent Representative 

Charmian Currie Parent Representative 
Nicola Elliott  Parent Representative 
Julie Flockhart  Parent Representative 

   Andrew Mackay Parent Representative  
Erica Muirhead Parent Representative  
Donald Smith  Parent Representative 

   Heather Stewart Parent Representative Vice Chair 
 

In attendance: Shirley Swinton SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head 
   Julie Ross  JRs Principal Teacher  Co-opted Rep. 
       Provost 

Apologies:   

   Julie Rutter  JRt Parent Representative 
Sarah Sutherland SS Parent Representative 
Giles Charbonnier  GC Parent Representative 
Jayne Harrison Treasurer 
Marjory Cameron Parent Representative 
 

1. Minutes of meeting 2 March 2009 were agreed. 

 
2. Matters arising 

 
2.1. Travel Team - has disbanded due to lack of members – only one parent contacted the 

school this year to join.  It was agreed travel should be part of HISPP remit.  Pauline will 

let Debbie know name of interested parent.  School will update Handbook for new intake 
with appeal not to drive in locality of the school to safeguard children, and outline the 
reporting methods to the Police.  The meeting was advised of an altercation on the last 
day of term when a parent took it into their own hands to admonish another parent 
parking near the school.  Shirley will draft a note and circulate to parents.  Pauline 
circulated pupils’ health week posters on the subject of car safety.  It was noted the 
school was awarded a prize for Walk to School Week. 

 
2.2. Sourcing of Milk – nothing further to report at this stage. 

 
3. Head’s Report 
 

3.1. Newsletter - will be going out next week 
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3.2. Bike Racks – 10 have been installed, letter went to pupils today.  Pauline asked that 
Parent Council encourage others  to use them as if there is evidence of overspill school 
can ask for more from Ian Reid. 

 
3.3. Health Week – was well organised and enjoyed by the children.  A lady visiting from 

Lepra (a leprosy organisation operating in Brazil) was impressed by the children.  May 
link up for health week next year. 

 
3.4. Budget – a draft budget of £921,770 is available at the moment, which includes an 11K 

increase for predictive needs on last year (some other schools in East Lothian have 
received additional amounts as well).  Efficiency savings of £13, 492 need to be made – 
this includes £1,133 (deferred from last year) and £12,359 (for this year).  These savings 
should be sustainable.  The school will take a close look at this.  However following up 
the HMiE report and improving the curriculum will need to be resourced. 

 
3.5. Class Arrangements – Shirley confirmed that the school roll is still fluctuating.  The 

number of classes is determined by the number on roll.  There is a possibility of either 
one or even two composite classes being required in the 2009/10 school year.  It was 
agreed that the allocations of classes in whatever scenario should be fair with teachers 
making choices on which pupils would be placed in which class and speculation should 
be avoided.    Nicola E commented that in P4 pupils are streamed for two core subjects, 
so classes are mixed for these lessons.  A policy is being agreed with Kings Meadow for 
both schools to adhere to with regard to composite classes to avoid any confusion.  The 
School will  produce an information pack for parents, outlining the positives of 
composites, what’s been learnt from the P2.3 this year, etc.  It was accepted that being 
an Infant School compounded the problem as there was less flexibility.   

 
Way Forward 

 Joint meeting with Kings Meadow to agree policy of managing process 
 Meeting with nurseries in Haddington being held on Monday 
 Progress the transition plan, visits etc 
 Info pack to be forwarded to parents 

 
4. Homework Policy Draft  

 
Pauline has collated the mainly positive responses to the consultation and drawn up a 
revised policy which has been circulated to some parents and staff for comment.  HISPP 
members were also asked for comments.   

 
5. Lunchtime Eating Arrangements 
 

A number of concerns over the dining room and lunch time had been raised e.g. 
 

 children not eating their lunches,  
 some having lunch bars taken from them, 
 one child not eating their sandwich and not being allowed their cereal bar 
 another child being told pro biotic drinks were banned 

 
Shirley had met with the two dining room supervisors and discussed these points.  The 
supervisors had raised the point that on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday children are 
given fruit after morning break and are therefore, often not hungry at lunchtime.  
Unfortunately fruit can’t be prepared in the afternoon as the kitchen is unavailable then.  
However fruit will be given prior to morning break to see if this will help matters.  Cereal bars, 
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packet foods, and fruit can be taken into the playground to eat.  Food will only be taken from 
children if it is thought to contain nuts, not if it is unhealthy.  To avoid spills, children should 
drink their drinks in the foyer before going out into the playground.  Children are encouraged 
to eat as much as possible, and at least something.  It was noted that some children have too 
many things to choose from.   
 
Both Debbie Strachan and Alice Hall will be visiting the dining hall over the summer term  to 
see some of the challenges faced by the staff.. 

 
6. Use of Sunscreen 
 

Reminders on application of sunscreen have gone out today.  School caps were 
recommended.  Related to this Debbie asked if a raincoat like Kings Meadow’s could be 
investigated.  Shirley agreed to look into this. 

 
7. HISPP Logo 

 
Debbie brought the meeting’s attention to the new HISPP logo on the agenda.  This had 
been designed by a graphic design student. 
 

8. Parental Involvement Strategy 

 
Debbie circulated the above document produced by East Lothian Council.  Shirley confirmed 
that parental involvement was always welcomed. 

 
9. Any Other Business 

 
None was identified to be raised at the next meeting. 

 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 

Monday 25 May 7-9pm 


