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June 2017 
 

Humbie Primary 

School 
Humbie EH36 5PJ 

Telephone:  01875 833247  

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

As I sit and write this I can hardly believe it is a year since I was 
asked to look after Humbie and Saltoun until a new Head teacher 
was appointed. It has taken rather longer than first thought but I 
am delighted you now have a lovely new Head Teacher in Karla 
Pearce.  Mrs Pearce will officially start on Wednesday 28th June and 
she and I will have the last 3 days of term as a handover. 

I wanted to say how much I have enjoyed being with you all at 
Humbie. Your school is a very special place and very much at the 
heart of the community and I have loved being part of that. You are 
very privileged in the staff you have and I have seen first-hand the 
commitment and professionalism they all display and how the 
children are at the heart of everything they do. 

Thank you for making me so welcome and I trust that under Mrs 
Pearce’s guidance Humbie will go from strength to strength. 

 

 

 

Dorothy Hilsley 

Acting Head Teacher 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

June 14 and 15 

P7 Transition at Ross High 

June 15 

Nursery Sports at Humbie – am 

P1-7 Sports at Humbie – pm 

P7 Parents’ Evening at Ross High 

School 

June 16 

Community Café – Oxfam          

ASC outing – Click, Climb at 

Ratho 

June 26 

P7 leavers’ outing 

June 29 

Nursery’s Teddy Bears Picnic 

June 30 

Leavers’ Assembly 

Session Ends at 12 noon 

August 14 and 15 

In-Service Days for Staff 

August 16 – All Resume 
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Dear Families, 

I would like to introduce myself as the new Head Teacher at Saltoun and 
Humbie Primaries. It is a real privilege and honour to have been chosen to 
lead your schools on the next part of their journeys. 
 
During my visits to both schools I have been very impressed by the warm 
welcome I have received from pupils and staff alike. Mrs Hilsley, Mrs 
Birrell, Mrs Pearson and I have been working together to ensure a smooth 
transition. I am very much looking forward to joining you from June 28th. 

 I am aware that there are a number of events on at both schools over the 
next three weeks and I hope to attend as many of these as possible. 
Please don't hesitate to come and introduce yourselves to me as I am very 
much looking forward to getting to know you all. 

With warm wishes, 

Karla Pearce 

 

 

 

Nursery 

We have all been enjoying the weather and have been able to have lots of Outdoor Play. 

We were pleased to welcome Mabel who joined us after Easter. 

The boys and girls are learning about living things around them as we watch our tadpoles grow 

and develop into frogs, our caterpillars change into beautiful butterflies and we released them in 

the woods. 

The group was given a ‘Thinking Tub’ with lots of items relating to Spring.  They chose to find out 

more about how chickens grow, identifying birds from feathers we found on the ground and 

finding different birds’ eggs.  We have been using books and clips on the internet to answer our 

questions as well as using our eyes around us.  The boys and girls enjoyed handling lots of different 

goose, duck, hen and quail eggs kindly provided by Pat Flockhart.  We really enjoyed breaking 

the goose egg and eating the cakes we made with them. 

We have been enjoying our Outdoor Learning sessions, we visit the field behind the school and 

would like to thank the Clarks for allowing us to use it.  This is a very peaceful play area surrounded 

by a wild flower meadow and lovely woods with intriguing paths.  The children are given the 

freedom to decide how and where they want to play.  Thank you to all our Parents for supporting 

this. 
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We have had three great mornings with Saltoun Nursery, firstly our Panda Workshop by Edinburgh 

Zoo, then Generation Science workshop about the 

Importance of Bees and finally our visit to the 

Seabird Centre and built beautiful sand castles. 

These all tie nicely with learning about living things 

and we enjoy playing with Saltoun Nursery.   

Saltoun Nursery will be joining us at Humbie for the 

Nursery Sports on Thursday 15th June.  Parents are 

invited into school at 08.50 am for coffee followed 

by potted sports in the Park at 0930 am.  Parents 

are welcome to take their child home after snack 

time at approximately 11.15 am. The remaining 

children will enjoy play time in the Nursery classroom.  Hope you can join us! 

Fergus and Eva are really enjoying their ‘try-out’ sessions to Primary 1 with Mrs Pearson, where they 

are learning to be part of the class by learning the routines.  This week all the pre-school children 

enjoyed a school lunch with their parents. 

We are looking forward to our Teddy Bear Picnic on Thursday 29th June. 

A big ‘thank you’ to all parents for your support over this Session.  It is very much appreciated by 

Mrs Lowrie and Mrs Wightman.  

 

PRIMARY 1-7 

We have had a very busy summer term so far.  Mrs Ritchie organised outdoor learning on 

Wednesday mornings where the pupils use natural resources to create transient art on a canvas of 

grass.  A big thank you to Mr and Mrs Clark for allowing us access to their woodland area.  This is a 

wonderful resource! 

Primary 7 transition for Nina has been very busy with weekly visits to Ross High School and meeting 

new friends at Pencaitland Primary School.  With only a few weeks remaining at Humbie, Nina will 

spend two full days at Ross High as the final part of her transition. 

Catriona and Forbes represented Humbie Primary School at the ‘Little and Large Cook’ 

competition.  They were brilliant and won the Ross High Cluster Section, qualifying them for the 

final round where they did very well.   

Our Primary 5/6/7 children joined with Saltoun Primary 6/7 pupils for an outdoor day organised by 

Mrs Pearson at Foxlake where they all participated in the Foxfall and Ringos before walking to John 

Muir Country Park.  The following week we were kayaking and canoeing at Musselburgh Lagoons 

followed by an overnight camp at Humbie – fantastic experience for everyone involved, including 

Mrs Pearson, Mrs Hilsley and Mrs Anderson! 
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There are some great 

displays in the P1-7 

Classroom with crabs, 

jellyfish and flying seagulls, 

which were inspired by 

‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s 

Lunch’ by Ronda and 

David Armitage.  We have 

written letters to Mr Smith, 

a retired lighthouse 

keeper on the Bell Rock 

asking lots of questions about his time there. 

Next week is ‘Healthy Eating Week’ when the children will take part 

in a daily healthy event ending with our Healthy Community Café 

on Friday, 16th June. 

 

More Important News 

Mrs Ritchie is delighted to announce that both Humbie & Saltoun 

upper schools have achieved their John Muir Award. A new name 

for our site has been selected by Richard English, our Countryside 

Ranger, from a list of pupil suggestions. We will reveal this later when 

sign boards are completed.    

 

 

 

Events: 

Thursday, 15th June 

Nursery Sports Morning – 
parents please join us at 0850 
am in Humbie Primary School 

 

P1-7 Sports Afternoon – 
parents please join us at 1.30 pm 
in the Playing Field.  
Refreshments to follow in 
Humbie Village Hall provided by 
the PTA. 

 

Friday, 16th June 

Oxfam Community Café in 
Humbie Village Hall at 10.45 am 
– get dressed up by the kids!  
Hats, scarves, sunglasses, ties 
etc donations would be 
welcome. 

 

Thursday, 29th June 

Nursery childrens’ Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic on Thursday, 29th June.  
Bring your favourite teddy. 

 

Friday, 30th June 

Leavers’ Assembly in Humbie 
Village Hall at 10.30 am – all 
parents welcome – 
refreshments to follow 

 

 

 

 


