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1,000 NOT OUT FOR TESCO 
BANK FOOTBALL CHALLENGE
THE SCOTTISH FA has 
revealed that more than 1,000 
teachers and volunteers 
participated in Tesco Bank 
Football Challenge’s partner 
in-service programme last 
year.

Scotland’s leading participation 
project for children in P2 and P3, 
aims to deliver about half a million 
hours of professional coaching 
in schools, the � rst of its sort in 
Scottish football history.

The programme is an essential 
part of the Scottish FA’s Scotland 

United 2020 vision and head of 
regional football development 
Andy Gould said: “It’s fantastic 
that so many teachers and 
volunteers have lent their time 
to the in-service programme.
The Tesco Bank Football 
Challenge is about creating 
a legacy so the children can 
continue to enjoy their football”

Adele Mills, community 
development manager at 
Tesco Bank, sponsors of the 
programme, said: “The Tesco 
Bank Football Challenge is 

allowing 
a generation of new 
teachers and volunteers to 
understand what it takes to lead 
exciting, vibrant football sessions, 
as part of the Curriculum for 
Excellence, which promotes 
getting children active, one of the 
Scottish government’s priorities.” 

CRAIG LEVEIN has pledged 
his support to the Tesco 
Bank Community Football 
Programme. 

The Scotland National Coach 
was speaking as the programme 

enters its second year and he 
hopes that the Tesco Bank 
Football Challenge will continue 
to get more and more primary 
children playing football.

“The Tesco Bank Football 
Challenge is a fantastic 
programme and deserves 
plaudits for all the success 
of its � rst year,” said Craig.

“The programme uses the 
power of football as a vehicle 
for children to have fun and, 
at the same time, develop a 
range of physical and social 
skills. We know that kids’ 

enjoyment is key to long-term 
participation, which can only 
be good for the game.”

“The Tesco Bank Football 
Challenge is integral to the 
development of the game in 
Scotland. It is not only about 
learning basic football skills 
but also about getting children 
involved in physical activity 
and leading healthier lives. It’s 
fantastic to see Tesco Bank 
working with the Scottish 
FA to give local children the 
opportunity to take part in a 
programme that is so bene� cial 
for Scottish football.”

I’M DELIGHTED 
to welcome 
you to the 
second issue 
of the Tesco 
Bank Football 
Challenge 
newsletter.

First of all I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank those 
of you who have supported 
our programme since it was 
launched just over a year ago.

The main aim of Tesco Bank’s 
community programme 
is to provide fantastic 
opportunities to children and 
young people, many of whom 
would not otherwise have 
been able to enjoy them. 

The � rst year of our Football 
Challenge has delivered 
against this aim. Over 19,000 
primary children experienced 
coaching through their school 
from quali� ed Scottish FA 
coaches for the � rst time.

The Scottish FA and Tesco 
Bank are also working on a 
real legacy strategy. Over 
1,000 teachers and volunteers 
experienced in-service 
training last year and we 
hope for the same again 
in our second season.

I’ve read, with interest, many 
of your views on the future 
of Scottish football.  I am 
con� dent that providing 
children with an opportunity 
to play football at an early 
age will stay with them and 
will act as an encouragement 
for more regular and active 
involvement in the game.  This 
will not only be good for their 
own wellbeing, but also for the 
future of Scottish football.

Once again thank you 
for your support.

Adele Mills
Community Investment 
Manager, Tesco Bank
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NATIONAL BOSS LEVEIN HAILS FIRST YEAR SUCCESS



Q&A with Scotland women’s 
national coach – Anna Signeul

What’s your title?
National Coach for the Girls’ and 
Women’s Football teams.

So what do you do?
As well as coaching the women’s 
teams, I also have a wider remit of 
developing the women’s game at 
all levels in Scotland.

What do you think 
of the programme?
The Tesco Bank Football 
Challenge programme is 
fantastic and the results speak 

for themselves. It’s great to see 
more than 19,000 boys and girls 
participating in these fun sessions 
at schools across Scotland and 
we know that the fun aspect 
is what will keep these children 
participating in football.

Do we need more 
women to play?
The standard of women’s football 
in Scotland is already very good 
and it is getting better and better. 
However, it is vital that more and 
more girls take part in the game 
and the fact that this programme 
is encouraging girls to play football 
is very welcome.

Why should girls play more?
There are many girls out there 
who want to become involved 
in, and play, football but haven’t 
yet. The women’s game in 
Scotland has a higher pro� le 
than ever before so that will 
play a signi� cant role, as will the 
Tesco Bank Football Challenge, in 
getting more girls involved in 
the game.

GET IN TOUCH
We’d love to help you help us generate more coverage for the Tesco Bank Football Challenge. 
Contact Lawrence Broadie at Merchant Soul via 07966 216 270 or email l.broadie@merchantsoul.com
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ST MIRREN community coach 
Gary Hocknull has praised his 
club’s support of the Tesco Bank 
Football Challenge.

The 35-year-old has been running 
the Buddies’ much acclaimed set-
up for the last two years, playing 
a huge part in the success of the 
Tesco Bank Football Challenge in 
Renfrewshire. 

And Gary revealed that the 
programme’s success can partly 
be attributed to the fantastic 
backing manager Danny Lennon 
and his players have a� orded it.

But best of all is that St Mirren 
has allowed over 600 children to 
enjoy the programme’s regional 
� nale on the pitch at the brand 
new stadium in Paisley.

Gary said: “It’s a fantastic 
programme within the 
Renfrewshire area, which allows 
Primary 2 kids access to fully 
funded, quality football coaching.

“From top-down the club is 
extremely supportive in everything 
the Community Department 
delivers. 

“Being able to bring � rst team 
players and the manager along 
to events helps raise the pro� le 
of the programme in the area, as 
well as give the kids taking part 
a day to remember. Allowing the 
use of the pitch and stadium for 
the Tesco Bank Festivals is a great 
bonus as well.

“The Tesco Bank Football Festival 
at St Mirren Park was a big day 
for everyone involved. Having 
over 600 boys and girls taking 
part in football activities on St 
Mirren Park over the last two 
years has been fantastic. It’s been 
a real highlight.”

BUDDY BRILLIANT! HIGH FIVE!

TESCO BANK’S commitment 
to create opportunities for 
its sta�  to get involved in the 
Tesco Bank Football Challenge 
was born out last month with 
the � rst Scottish FA Early 
Touches Course, held at 
Toryglen.

A group of 15 sta�  from the bank’s 

o�  ces in Glasgow and Edinburgh 
took part in the full day session 
under the guidance of Scottish 
FA’s head of regional football 
development, Andy Gould.

Craig Aitken, based at Tesco Bank 
in Glasgow said: “The day gave 
us all a fascinating insight into 

how the Scottish FA is developing 
players at the grassroots level. 

“I think we all were encouraged 
at what they’re trying to do and 
would be very interested in taking 
part in the future, whether that 
would be further courses or 
helping out with the schools.”

TESCO BANK STAFF GET AN EARLY TOUCH
how the Scottish FA is developing 

would be very interested in taking 

“The schools we’re in 
partnership with are very 
open and supportive of the 
Tesco Bank Programme,” 
says St Mirren community 
coach Gary Hocknull. 

“Feedback from the head 
teachers has been hugely positive 
and they are delighted that our 
coaches are helping 

deliver the programme within 
the Curriculum for Excellence.

“The the sta�  we have delivering 
are all Scottish FA quali� ed and 
recognise the need for allowing 
the kids at P2 level to enjoy their 
football within the sessions and 
place a huge emphasis on fun.”
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IN RENFREWSHIRE

Primary 2 & 3
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451 kids
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We’re engaging with boys 
and girls that may not have 

been exposed to football 
and are now doing so in a 

safe and fun manner.

 St Mirren manager Danny Lennon in Linwood at the Tesco Bank Football Challenge
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Gary Hocknull


