
STARCATCHERS’ CREATIVE SKILLS IN PRACTICE 

A CREATIVE PROCESS 

Sarah Laing and the children of  

Innerwick Primary Nursery Class 



 

I started the Starcatchers’ 

Creative Skills (2nd 

phase) training in 

September 2014, with 

much enthusiasm. 
 

I attended the first session 

with these ambitions:  

I wished to share my new 

skills with the children. 

 I would be open to new 

ideas and take risks. 

The children should 

participate meaningfully. 
 

Little did I know then the 

extent to which the 

training would impact 

upon children’s 

learning, my pedagogy, 

my colleague and 

creative experiences 

within our setting. 



Our creative journey started, we used our bodies, voices 

and a lot of imagination.  

Each week I shared my new creative skills with the children.  Together 

we developed new ways of being creative: shared meaning making. 



I found the training transformational, positively impacting on my 

practice.  Inspired, I created Stripy the puppet.  His role was to support 

the children during ‘Stripy Time’ sessions. 

Stripy started to acquire possessions: a children’s choice board, 

song/movement cards and a bag to sleep in. 



Inspired by the children’s enthusiasm and engagement during ‘Stripy 

Time’ sessions, I shared my thoughts on the Starcatchers website. 



The opportunity to 

have a Creative Skills 

artist visit our nursery 

led to a period of 

intense creativity. The 

children planned to 

hold a party for 

Stripy’s 4th birthday 

and to invite Hazel 

Darwin-Edwards, the 

puppeteer, as our 

special guest. 

Children’s Stripy 

Party planning: 

wear stripy 

clothing, decorate 

the nursery in 

stripes, make 

puppet friends for 

Stripy to play with 

and share our 

creative skills with 

Hazel and parents. 

High levels of engagement 

Self-esteem 

Sustaining long periods of concentration Using imagination when representing ideas 



Confidence and motivation leads to autonomy 

Working collaboratively Social experience develops language 

Process-led outcomes 

Problem-solving 



Learning with purpose and intent 

Passing on skills to adults 

Sharing creativity with parents 

Feeling part of something 



Stripy met his new friends the day 

before the party.  The manner in which 

each child introduced their puppet, 

demonstrated pride and overwhelming 

self-confidence. 



The Stripy Party day finally came.  It started with Hazel 

spending time with Stripy, the children and their puppets.   



After enjoying a stripy snack we settled down to a ‘Stripy Time’ 

session with Hazel.  We shared some of our creative skills with 

Hazel and she shared some of her skills with us. 

Puppets and children sing, move and have fun 



Meeting Hazel’s puppets 

Creative pass the parcel 

Move like a puppet 



The Stripy Party ended with the children sharing their creative 

skills with family members.  They flipped, flopped and crawled 

during ‘Flippy floppy fish’, their favourite creative movement. 

Parents were asked to share 

their thoughts on the recent 

creative experiences provided 

for their children. 

XXXXX really enjoyed 

planning and making her 

puppet.  She especially 

enjoyed the party, plenty of 

music and movement kept 

them all very entertained 

and happy. 

XXXXX was really excited to go to 

nursery this week and loved making his 

own puppet.  He enjoyed dressing up in 

his stripy clothes to take part in this 

Stripy Party.  We had a very happy boy 

with this experience. 

For me my 

daughter loved 

it, it gave her 

something to 

focus on. 

I have been amazed at some of the 

creations XXXXX has made, 

especially the puppet he made 

without any help.  He seems to be 

really enjoying ‘Stripy Time’ and 

nursery in general and is growing in 

confidence all the time. 



What impact has the Starcatchers’ Creative Skills training had on our 

children, provision of experiences and practitioner pedagogy? 

The children continue to develop 

their knowledge, skills and learning 

dispositions during creative play.  

Their learning has spread across 

developmental domains and across 

the whole curriculum.   



The children’s innate enthusiasm 

and ability to embrace each new 

concept deserves our respect. 

They should be viewed as strong 

individuals, as all children 

should be.  It is our job as 

practitioners to provide open-

ended process-led experiences 

based on creativity and play.  By 

achieving such an ambition, we 

empower children to meet their 

full potential. 



My colleague’s thoughts on creativity 

were developed greatly by learning 

through my experiences and going to one 

of the Starcatchers’ Inspiration Days. 
“Creativity work has allowed 

me to be a child again and 

realise and understand the 

importance of giving children 

the opportunity to be creative.  

So much more all-round 

learning occurs when a child is 

allowed to develop their own 

creativity without their 

learning being controlled by an 

adult.  With creativity, one 

mould does not, and should 

not, fit all”. 
 

Emma Hood - Class Teacher 



 

“My thinking and beliefs about 

creativity have evolved.  I recognise 

that my pedagogy of positivity, 

respect and responsiveness go hand-

in-hand with creativity. Within me 

there is a new strength: an inner 

resolve of determination with 

creativity firmly in the middle.  New 

skills and self-confidence enable me 

to encourage and support children’s 

creative learning deeper and further.  

This creative process has been 

empowering and I am a much stronger 

practitioner for having attended the 

Starcatchers’ Creative Skills training”. 

 

Sarah Laing – Early Years Practitioner  



‘The Child’s Voice’ 
 

Children share their thoughts on 

the creative process. 

My mum always loved 

my paintings. 

I loved the 

birthday cake. 

I just loved my 

puppet so much, 

it is the cutest 

puppet ever. 

I loved putting the 

present on my head. 

I loved the party ... Stripy 

meeting his friends. 

Stripy 

watched me. 

I liked it when Hazel was 

coming and when I put 

stickers on my puppet. 

I liked my puppet 

too, I loved the red 

paint I put on it. 

Sarah Laing, 2015 


