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The Loose Parts Development Work 

started in August 2017 as part of a 

quality assurance focus on

2012-13 - Self-evaluation

2013-14 - Parental/Children’s Involvement

2014-15 - Outdoor Learning & Children’s Participation

2015-16 - Resource Management

2016-17 - Family Partnerships & Quality Assurance – HGIOELC

2016-17  Play
• Researching play
• Developing a         

play-based pedagogy
• Leuven Involvement & 

Well-being Scales -
observing       
children’s play

2017-18  Play
• Develop Loose Parts 
• Play Champion Status
• Froebel Block Play
• HGIOELC                  

2.2 Curriculum -
pedagogy and play

Previous quality assurance work



As a staff team, we 
knew that our 
children love to play 
with the wooden 
blocks and other 
loose parts outside.  



In the past the children relied on practitioners to 
retrieve the blocks from the shed.  Naturally this 
led to the practitioners becoming involved in 
play.  On reflection, staff felt their involvement 
sometimes hindered the children’s creative 
thinking because ideas became too adult led.



We wished for children to be 
more independent of adults, 
to have more autonomy and 
make their own decisions. 

Therefore, we decided 
to purchase a shed 
solely for storing loose 
parts.  We also intended 
to develop resources 
and our practice.  



The long-awaited loose parts 
shed was built towards the end 
of October 2017.

Children made use of the new shed straight 
away and enjoyed the freedom of taking bricks 
and other loose parts out independently.



The way in which the children engaged 
with loose parts changed instantly.  

They started to be more elaborate in 
their building of structures and used 
loose parts to add embellishment -
dinosaurs, small bricks, a steering 
wheel, balls and a bird.



Their creative thinking and problem solving skills 
developed rapidly, alongside an obvious 
involvement in learning and a sense of well-being.  



They created games 
involving challenge and 
skill, using the loose parts 
to develop their ideas.

Two children spent considerable time 
collaborating and deciding on how to 
use foam, floor tiles, a ramp and balls.  



The challenge was to throw balls over the construction, 
into a red box.  This developed different skills –
communication, cooperation, motor control and 
perseverance, and gave them a sense of achievement.



The children play in collaboration –
developing their ideas together.  

Collaborative play with open-ended resources provides many learning 
opportunities: assessment of risk, problem solving, considering the needs of 
others, and development of communication skills.  Children can create a 
shared experience, one which is meaningful and relevant to them.



In November 2017 the Nursery held two 
Loose Parts Sessions for families.  We had 
parents, siblings, grandparents and 
aunties join us for a morning of play.





What is considered a loose part?
Material, florist ribbon, blocks, pegs, 
bark, mud, water, sticks, junk modelling 
boxes, egg trays…………



Children are encouraged to be as independent as possible 
when selecting loose parts, with the understanding that this 
promotes their ability to develop as autonomous learners.

Making decisions about what 
to play with and planning 
their own play, develops 
creative thinking and enables 
children to become successful 
and capable learners.  They 
can develop ideas over long 
periods of time, maintain 
high-level involvement, 
reflect upon outcomes and 
decide their own next steps –
Map-do-review method.



We apply a Freedom with Guidance approach – following Froebel’s philosophy. 
Children have the freedom to create as they wish, transport and mix resources, 
however the guidance is, loose parts need to be put back when play is finished.  



We have recently developed our block area to align 
with Froebelian principles.  This has resulted in 
many more children using blocks daily and increased 
creativity, collaboration and self-activity.



Loose parts and play dough -
corks, cotton reels, buttons, 
matchsticks, glass beds



Loose parts found and made -
open-ended possibilities for learning.



Loose parts inside for Transient Art -
endless possibilities for creative 
symbolic representation.





Loose parts outside for Transient Art -
An invitation to play outdoors on        
a summer’s day.







Children’s sense of achievement and well-being 
are very evident.  They are happy, content 
individuals who learn at the highest level 
through... 

LOOSE PARTS PLAY



The Quality Indicator 2.2: Curriculum (HGIOELC)                                                

highlights curriculums should be                                                                        

“offering rich and exciting play                                                                                          

and learning opportunities”

(Education Scotland, 2016:24).

Froebel believed adults 
must take heed of the 

gentle wishes and silent 
demands of children 

and he advised,         
“let us learn from      

our children”                 
(1887: 89).  

“Rich block play does 
not just occur.                 

It develops when the 
adult acts as a powerful 

catalyst working hard               
to enable it”                          

(Bruce, 1992: 26).

To conclude, opportunities for rich play based on listening, following 
and learning from children have been established.  
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