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NURTURE SCHOOL AWARD 

We are working towards becoming a Nurturing School and have been running groups for boys and for girls 

within S1-S3.  We work on confidence, engagement, inclusion, self-esteem - how to be a responsible, 

contributing part of the community around us and make a positive difference.   

 

A key project we are working on is to create a 'Head Space'/ sensory room to promote mental well-being.  The 

girls organised a fund-raising day last term and raised more than £450 to spend on setting up the room.  We 

have pulled together a shopping list of sensory items to make this space a really comfortable and relaxing 'time 

out' area.  In addition, we wanted to make something that we all contributed to as a community.  Despite little 

sewing knowledge, we decided to make a community quilt.  We have gathered material donated by staff and 

pupils, have cut out patchwork squares and we have a parent helper coming in later this week and in June to 

teach us how to sew it all together.  It has been a real labour of love and the girls have really enjoyed the 

project overall.   

 

Feedback from the participants has been very positive and I am currently seeking evaluations from staff across 

the school to measure the wider impact of the group. 

  

LITERACY PROGRAMME 

Another intervention that is presenting really positive results at the moment is the Literacy 

Programme.  Targeting pupils who need a bit of extra support to develop fluency, comprehension and 

confidence in reading, we have been running three programmes throughout the year.  Every pupil involved has 

made progress in one, if not all, of the measurements, showing that the intervention has had real impact.  In 

addition, pupils and staff have commented on improvements in engagement and behaviour as a result of these 

groups.  Work is currently being prepared with the primaries to identify pupils we can work with next session. 

  

NUMERACY TRANSITION EVENT 

The event took place last week on Wednesday 23
rd

 May. Pupils from all cluster schools, and those who have 

had a placing request confirmed, were invited to participate in a variety of team activities. One activity this 

year is our Poster Round on the theme of “Famous Mathematicians and their impact on the World”.  S3 

mentors supported the P7 pupils incredibly well. 

 

HOME LEARNING SURVEY 

As part of our scheduled reviews of Learners’ Experiences we have recently surveyed a sample of pupils during 

registration. Please see attached document for the results. 

  



ACTIVITIES WEEK: Some updates 

Paris trip: updates on twitter: @Knox_MFL 

Art: some S2 and S3 pupils will be completing work on a mural of the 4 seasons at Meadowpark, that was 

started by the S6 Core Skills class. The pupils will be working on a range of art skills that week, of which this is 

just one aspect, but it is one they and the pupils of Meadow Park, will find really rewarding. 

  

S4 PUPILS NOT ON STUDY LEAVE 

We’ve had a visit from the RAF, Skills Development Scotland and Streetleague, all looking at careers, 

confidence, teamwork and future planning. Next week they’re off to Fort Kinnaird to meet with 3 employers 

and Limelight Careers who give information about apprenticeships. 

GREEN TEAM 

Kinwegar Recycling Centre Trip: Last Tuesday afternoon, 12 students S1-3 visited the recycling centre in 

Wallyford for a tour. We learned a lot about the recycling processes here in East Lothian and we noted down a 

lot of facts! We're hoping to find ways to disseminate this useful information to the school in the near future. 

  

Litter Pick with Pear Tree: 6 students and 3 staff from Pear Tree Nursery came up to Knox to work with the 

Green Team. During lunch, the Green Team worked with 4 and 5 year old students to make anti-litter posters. 

Then during period 5, everyone went around the school building together (indoors and outdoors) and 

we cleared up any rubbish and recyclable material we found along the way. The Green Team members did a 

fantastic job of helping and encouraging the little ones - they really were incredible! So much enthusiasm and 

positivity from our Knox students! And the Pear Tree children were really excited about making a difference - 

they were really engaged! 

An external organization is coming in to present to our new S2 cohort on Thursday 7 June. The session is called 

Bin It! and it's a one hour interactive workshop which aims to draw students' attention to the problem of litter, 

to help them understand behaviours that lead to litter, and to show them how they can play a role in reducing 

litter. Ultimately, it aspires to show students that it's everyone's job to keep local areas clean. Given that litter 

is such a problem in our corridors after break and lunch time, I thought that this would be really useful and 

impactful for our students! 

MATHS WEEK 

Maths Week Scotland is 10 – 16 September 2018 and the Numeracy & Technology Faculty are working on 

some projects. One such project is a Maths Town Trail which could have many possibilities – cluster transition, 

House competition and Family groups. Any support from Parents/ Carers to supervise a station would be 

greatly appreciated. 


