
 

 

Knox Academy           
Parent Council 
http://knoxparents.org.uk 
 

MEETING OF PARENT COUNCIL 
on 

Tuesday 19th March 2019 
at 6.15 pm 

 
AGENDA 

 
 Members of the Parent Council must draw any conflict of interest to the attention of the Chair 

when it is relevant to matters under discussion or when they are in any doubt that it might be 
relevant. 

 
1. Welcome, introductions and Apologies 

 
2. Minutes of Meeting on 15th January 2019 

 
3. Matters Arising & Action Points from the previous meeting. 

 
4. Head Teacher’s Report 

a. Presentation from John Butcher, previous Director of Education and Youth 
Employment in North Ayrshire  

b. Budget 
c. Hong Kong – Host families – 1st-8th November 2019 

 
5. Staff Members’ Report  
 
6. Chairperson’s Report 

 
7. Pupil Leadership Team report 

 
8. ELC Councillor update  
 
9. Active Schools. –  

 
10. Any Other Business 
 
11. Date of Next Meeting:  14th May 

 
 
 
John Wrinn 
Chair of the Parent Council 
parentcouncil@knox.elcschool.org.uk 
All meetings will be held in the School Library unless otherwise specified. 
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DRAFT/ 

Knox Academy           

Parent Council 

  

http://knoxparents.org.uk 

  

MINUTES OF KNOX ACADEMY PARENT COUNCIL 

DATE:  15 JANUARY 2019 in the School Library  

  

Present:             John Wrinn, Chair (after Item 3) 
  Andy McBain (Acting Chair) 

Kim White, Vice Chair 
Nicola Cunningham, Parent PC Member 
Colin Henderson, Parent PC Member 
Caroline McKinnel, Parent PC Member 
Katrina Booth, Parent PC Member 
Janette Fairgrieve, Parent PC Member 
Phillip Ross, Parent PC Member 
Kay Boylan, Parent PC Member 
Caroline Taylor, Parent PC Member 
Anne Hunter, Parent PC Member 
Louise Elder, Parent PC Member 
Sam Thomson, Leadership Team 
Dylan Brotherston, Leadership Team 
Connor Moore, Leadership Team 

  
In Attendance:   Ms Sue Cook, Head Teacher  

Caroline Falconer, DHT 
David Russell, DHT 
Calum Blair, Principal Teacher, Numeracy 
Hannah McBride, Staff 
Allison Cosgrove, Clerk 

  
Parent attendees: 
Aileen Clark, Anna Derricourt, Lesley Prentice, Mhairi Brotherston, Ian Galbraith, Claire Young 
 
Attending:  Cllr Shamin Akhtar , Elected Member 
  
Attached documents circulated in advance of the meeting: 

-     Agenda 
-     Minutes of Meeting of 4 December 2018 
-     Head Teacher’s Report  
-     Chairperson’s Report, including report on The Cost of the School Day 
-     Staff Member Report 
-     Leadership Team Report 
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1.     Welcome and Apologies 
Andy McBain welcomed all to the meeting, as the Chair had been delayed.   All those present 
introduced themselves. 
Apologies were noted from Cllrs John McMillan, Tom Trotter and Brian Small, and Hana Elder, 
Leadership Team .  
  
2.     Minutes of Meeting of 4 December: 
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting. 
  
3.     Matters arising and Action Points from the Minutes not covered in the Agenda:  
Maths discussion – Calum Blair advised that a set of observations had been compiled on S2 pupils by 
himself and Caroline Falconer.  This took the form of discussions, jotter sampling and focusing on 
higher attaining pupils.  Caroline Falconer reported that this had been a good experience; pupils had 
agreed that some of the work had been done before, but they had gained a greater understanding the 
second time around. 
A parent noted their child did not feel sufficiently challenged.  Calum Blair explained that the new 
system made maths more visible unlike older ways of working.  A further parent asked if the S3 reports 
would show improvement in maths.  Calum added that assessment process was more robust and this 
made it easier to address areas for improvement. 
Careers Evening Update – Calum Blair reported that 32 partners had contributed towards the success 
of the evening, which had been open to S1-S6 to encourage younger pupils to take part.  Ms Cook 
added that it had opened pupils’ eyes to different careers.  A vet had attended which had been a 
popular choice; a list of those attending would be on website.  She noted that w/b 4 March would be 
National Careers Week. 
Area Partnership Funding Bids – Andy McBain advised that both the ongoing bids for the School and 
for the PTA, had been successful. 
Activities Week discussion – This would be on the agenda for 19 March.  The focus group were meeting 
on 21 January from 6-7 in Hannah McBride’s classroom. 
 
4.  Leadership Team Report 
This item had been moved up the agenda because of pupils’ involvement in exams.  The Team updated 
members on the Charity Committees.  Dylan Brotherston noted that there had been some feedback 
on library closures. 
Sederunt – Dylan Brotherston left the meeting. 
The Chair, John Wrinn, arrived. 
  
5.      Head Teacher’s Report 
This item started with a presentation on Science, led by John Taylor.  He addressed the Faculty 
Improvement Plan, highlighting the areas in How Good Is Our School 4.  Working groups had been set 
up on a number of issues, and he described how staff were using co-operative learning practices as 
one part of this.  He highlighted that feedback from the Faculty Review had been used to improve 
teacher understanding and consistency, and an Action Plan developed.  He also noted that Primary 
School teachers  would be involved to try out lessons on P7 pupils. 
The Chair noted that much of the action plan covered how the teaching aspects were being improved, 
and asked what steps were in place to support pupils. Mr Taylor advised that suitable courses could 
be developed to suit pupils who require this.  He added that a grounding was in place for National 4, 
hopefully leading to National 5, rather than setting pupils up to fail.  Ms Cook noted that progress of 
pupils was being tracked. 
A parent asked why tracking was not being reported to parents, and Caroline Falconer responded that 
some work needed to be put in place to see reports as an improvement tool.  The system had changed 
from one report a year to two, but with less information; however there was an increasing number of 
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statements on pupils’ progress.  Tracking graphs were available to the pupils so they were aware of 
the next steps. 
Ms Cook went on to provide a staffing update.  She also noted with pleasure the good behaviour at 
the School Dance at the end of the previous term.  
The Youth and Philanthropy Initiative had won £3000 for their work on social and charitable issues, 
and had chosen to support the East Lothian Special Needs Play Scheme.  They were congratulated for 
their work. 
Ms Cook updated members on the School Improvement Plan, highlighting the work done on Learning, 
Teaching and Assessment; Raising Attainment and Achievement; GIRFEC; and Curriculum.  She 
showed members the newly produced poster on Rights and Responsibilities. 
On the Curriculum, for the first time Mandarin would be offered on a Tuesday and Thursday, and there 
would be a possible link with a school in Kowloon, HK.  Meeting to discuss this on 31/01/19. 
 
6.     Staff Report 
Hannah McBride expressed thanks for the financial support from the PTA at parents’ nights.  Her 
report updated members on Maths sans Frontieres, to which 11 pupils had already signed up; the 
revision session running for S4-6; and the course choice presentations.  These had been supported 
by a variety of college and vocational course providers. 
 
The interviews for the Aubigny Scholarship would take place on 31 January.  Hannah explained that 
this had been running for many years, and provided 4 weeks work experience in Aubigny-sur-Nere 
for a senior pupil. 
  
7.      Chair’s Report 
The Chair began his report by reminding members that the AGM would be on March 19, and inviting 
parents to put themselves forward for election to the Parent Council.  He also noted that effective 
Parent Council were those that are actively involved in school intiative, and encouraged all parent, not 
just those on the Parent Council, to participate as much as possible.  He thanked all those who had 
participated up to now as members. 
Information had already been circulated on The Cost of the School Day toolkit, which gave details of 
costs of uniform, school travel and school trips, with pupils’ views attached.  Ms Cook noted that some 
uniform items were recycled and made available in payment of a donation.  She observed that 1 in 3 
children were now living in poverty; emphasising that money should not be an issue for end of term 
activities, with the Activities Week low cost. 
The Chair reminded members of the School Burns Supper on Thursday 24 January, from 7 – 10 pm. 
  
8.     Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Akhtar noted that there had been a video produced by David Dickson of the course choice 
bookings, and asked if this could be circulated to parents. 
She noted that a feasibility study had been passed on the Common School Day and the 
implementation would be worked out.  Sam Thomson, Leadership Team, raised some concerns at 
this point, saying that negative responses to the presentation had not been included and he felt that 
pupils submitting these had been criticised.  He added that a report in the East Lothian Courier had 
only highlighted the positive aspects.  Caroline Falconer advised that these concerns would be taken 
into account. 
Cllr Akhtar reminded members of the East Lothian Association of Parent Councils meeting on 19 
February in Brunton Hall.  A member of staff from East Lothian Young Carers would be attending. 
 
9.  Other Matters 
Active Schools – it was hoped that a new staff member would be in place after February 19th. 
Hockey – Katrina Booth reported that parents and pupils were supporting the hockey teams. 



Draft minutes from Jan 2019  Page 4 of 4 

Communication Sub Group – Janette Fairgrieve advised that a good meeting had been held with 
Steven Illingworth on Communication, and this would be fed into the School’s communications 
policy.  She asked that this be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Recognition of Leavers – Kay Boylan noted that there was more recognition of leavers moving on, 
especially at Prizegiving.  She asked if formal recognition could be made.  Ms Cook suggested that 
Stephen Illingworth be contacted to discuss further, and that all S6 pupils could come to the last 
Assembly of the summer term. 
UCAS applications – Ms Cook advised that 46 UCAS applications had been submitted; 3 of these 
were to Oxbridge. 
 
10.     Dates of Future Meetings 
March 19 (AGM) and May 14, 2019. 

  
  
Action Points for Next Meeting: 
  

Activities Week discussion HMcB/SI 19 March 
Communication Sub Group JF/SI 19 March 

 Presentation by Literacy and Communication 

 



HT update
19th March 2019
KNOX ACADEMY



• Class visits replace walk throughs – focus on Starter Activities/Lis 
and SCs – post dialogue discussions and next steps – overview 
across school for SiP

• BGE Graduation Ceremony – 31st May – parents to be invited

• S4/5/6 Leavers’ Ceremony – 24th April (am)

• SWIRE – Hong Kong – Tsung Tsin Mandarin links – Staff visit –
September - SCEN Youth Summit – November and then 
reciprocal visit Sept 2020

• Achievement SLWG – ties (house), points system, diligence 
database (JM/SC and parents/pupils/staff)



• John Butcher – ASN Review – walk round – policies – next 
steps – nurture/inclusion (SI)

• Behaviour – break/lunch/Knox 90

• Common School Day – letter to parents/ staff letter 
soon/TUC checks

• Timetable (DR) – coursing 

• Exam arrangements – 25th April – 31st May Inclusive 

• Meaningful May for those sitting less than 3 N5s in S4

• New t/t starts 3rd June



• May in-service – HWB (work positive group) – variety 
of options
• Followed by Adam Burley (Clinical Psychologist) 

and 1hr Faculty
• Positive Destinations – best for 10 years – 96.23%

• Post prelim attainment meetings – a few areas slightly 
down, most on par with last year’s prelims and results 
– less changes of levels – action - marginal gains now 
sought…keep the ambition – study sessions (D bands 
now 40-49 – aspirational)

• FIPs – reviewed by end of April – next steps identified 
for SLT/FH away day on 10/5

• Eco Week – 11-15 March – Jess Laudi and Eco team –
activities/powerpoint



• Recruitment – appointments made in English, PE 
& Modern Studies

• EVOLVE Plus – slicker system for trips - online
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Parent Council Report 

March 2019  

S2 Rotary Club Technologies Competition at Preston Lodge High School. 

On Wednesday the 6th of March, 4 of our S2 pupils competed in a STEM challenge that was organised by our district 
Rotary clubs.  

This was a fantastic competition that allowed those involved to develop their skills in team work, problem solving, 
designing and constructing. The team worked very well and missed out on first place by just one point.  

It was also a great networking opportunity within the Design Technology department as it allowed us to build links 
with local engineers. There are plans to enter more teams next year and potentially host the event too.  

 

S1 Business Education cross-curricular project 

The Business Education department are starting their Annual Soups, Sandwiches and Smoothies project this week. 
Small teams of S1 pupils develop a product idea, with appropriate branding and promotion.  We look forward to 
inviting parents/carers into the Food and Health Department at the end of May to sample their creations and listen 
to their Product Development story. 

 

Senior Phase Study Support  

The Chemistry department are continuing to offer Supported Study on a Thursday: before school and at lunchtime. 

 

Food & Health  

Pupils in S4, S5 & S6 are preparing for their final practical assessment.  They have to cook 2 dishes in a set time limit 
and will be marked on preparation, hygiene, taste, presentation and time plans.  

 

RMPS/Psychology  

There is currently a big push for SQA assignments as these are due in before Easter holidays, most of the seniors are 
on track to complete. 

PE  

Final assignments for N3 up to Advanced Higher need completed before Easter.  Practical assessments are being 
done by PE staff at weekends and after school to try to give pupils the best opportunity for a good grade.   

Also practical performance days arranged in school time for large number of pupils who do not participate in sport 
outside of school.  The second of these days is Wednesday 13th March, with 22 pupils needing a grade in Football 
and 34 needing a grade in Badminton! 
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Health & Well-being  

 Recently there has been a launch of 2 programmes for S2 pupils this term which will run through into the summer 
term.   

·         The first is the Green Angels programme – this is specifically for girls only.  The aim is to build self-esteem, 
confidence, resilience and team building in the great outdoors!  Pupils also get the opportunity to achieve a John 
Muir Award. 

·         The second is the Foxlake JAL programme – this is a Junior Adventure Leader award.  Again this is offered to S2 
pupils.  Pupils completing this programme will achieve an SQA unit award at N4 level (this will be presented to pupils 
when they reach S4). 

Both programmes have a limited number of pupils able to participate and were selected through recommendations 
from Guidance and House heads. 

Meadowpark  

§ Delighted to see the feedback from the SQA this week indicating that the verification of National 2 
courses and Personal Achievement Awards undertaken by Esk class was approved. In some areas 
the evidence was cited as good practice and gives us credence that we are certainly on the right 
track to be providing a climate of learning that will see our pupils become successful learners and 
confident individuals. 

§ We are still in the early stages of developing our senior phase and transition beyond school. That 
said I have had feedback that one former pupil has been attending college successfully and 
they hope to continue to enhance the qualifications attained here at Meadowpark. 

§ The Meadowpark website is regularly updated with short news items and photos in order to keep 
the school community as a whole updated.  
 

Expressive Arts 

Folio deadlines are coming up with certificate classes so the department are working very hard to ensure pupil’s 
folios are finished by 5th April (National 5 and Higher). The department is open at lunchtimes and after school every 
day to support pupils.  

Liam Golecki was awarded a Highly Commended in the RSA Schools Award and is work on show at the Royal 
Academy in Edinburgh until the 3rd of April. 

Department is finalising plans for Activities week including a mural for Dog Agility Centre in Macmerry. 

Dress Code Donations  

As part of Eco-week 2019 the school has launched a Dress Code donations system whereby dress code that is no 
longer needed or has been grown out of can be donated. We will accept Knox Academy branded and any other clean 
dress code items. 

Please feel free to hand in any donations FAO of Miss McBride or Miss Laudi. There will also be a donations box at 
Parents nights in order that the items to be collected.  



Knox Academy Parent Council 
Chairperson’s report for meeting of 19th March 2018 
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It’s been a relatively quiet period since the last Parent Council meeting, so although there are 
only a few large items to report, there’s always lots going on behind the scenes, with parents 
and carers quietly supporting the school in various ways, including: 
 

• Invaluable support to keep sporting activities going, week in -week out 
• Parental input into staff recruitment, interviews and lesson observations 
• Part of the working group exploring strategies to recognise achievement in and out of 

school.   
• Responding to various ELC consultations, most recently Budget Review 
• School uniform policy consultation 
• Attending Parent council meetings and East Lothian Associate of Parent Councils 
• Supported reading 
• Getting your youngsters to school, supporting them in their activities in and out of 

school. 
• And many other ways that sit below the radar. 

Thank you to one and all. 
 

 
1. Haddington and Lammermuir Area Partnership (HAL AP). 

 
• Knox Academy parent council have been proactive with HLAP over the last 5 

years and this has continued in 2018/19 as Knox Academy/Meadow Park have secured 
£43,195 in 3 funding applications from HLAP. 

o Knox Pupil Support £25,195,  
o Meadow Park Art therapy £13,200, and  
o Knox Academy Duke of Edinburgh £4800.  

The later is to enable the school to purchase 12 full sets of walking and camping 
equipment which will enable the school to further support DofE in future years.  
 

• Knox Academy are also gaining from the £10,700 award to the Bridge Centre motor 
cycle project. Knox Academy are significant partners with this project for S2-S3 pupils 
who have gained confidence and benefit from being part of the project.  
 

• There is a small balance of £1500 available within the education budget and Knox 
Academy have been looking at 2 proposals over the last few weeks to secure these last 
remaining funds.  
 

• The annual budget within HLAP for education is £100,000 and this budget has also been 
retained and approved for 2019/20.  



Knox Academy Parent Council 
Chairperson’s report for meeting of 19th March 2018 
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2. PTA 

Burns Supper.   
A very enjoyable Burns supper was held in January, where pupils, staff, parents and carers were 
treated to traditional Burns Supper fayre, including some great original poetry from Hanna and 
Sam and music from the Goats Toes.   
Provost McMillan’s immortal memory kept young and old entertained and I hope also inspired 
some of the younger participants to keep up the strong tradition of celebrating the life and 
work of Rabbie Burns. 
 
 
3. Social media. 

Kay Boylan has been managing the Parent Council Facebook page for some time now, but will 
be leaving the Parent Council at the AGM.  Aside from a big thank you to Kay, we now need 
someone to step in to manage the Parent Council’s social media presence.  You don’t need to 
be a member of the PC to take this on, in fact it might even count as volunteering for Duke of 
Edinburgh?  If you or anyone you know would like to take this on, please contact Kay or myself 
via the usual channels.  Parentcouncil@knox.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 
4. Forging Community links. 

The PC are working closely with the senior leadership team to increase the range of links with 
businesses, local and national who are in the area.   This is at an early stage, but we hope this 
will lead to long term relationship, leading to work experience, apprenticeships and 
sponsorships.   
 
 
5. Dates of future meetings. 

14th May SIP Communication and Literacy 
 
 
John Wrinn 15 March 2019. 



Parent Council Meeting - 19th March 2018 
Pupil Leadership Team Report 

 
Behaviour and Safety Consultations 
 
In January, the Pupil Leadership Team and the S6 House Captains ran small group 
consultations with pupils in S1-4. We discussed behaviour and safety at Knox Academy and 
followed up on the results of the recent SEE Surveys which were completed by pupils in S2 
and S4. We have passed these results on to the SMT. 
 
Charities Committee 
 
The charities committee are continuing to work with our three school charity partners in order               
to raise both awareness and funds for these organisations. A dress down day was arranged               
last month for Muirfield Riding Therapy (the Lammerlaw Charity Partner) and a number of              
other events are being planned, including charity dodgeball and Kahoot tournaments. The            
committee also plans to meet with representatives from 5th year in order to ensure that Knox                
continues to work with these brilliant charities throughout the next academic year. 
 
Leavers Arrangements 
 
Work on the S6 yearbook is ongoing, all of the money, baby pictures and pen portraits have 
been collected and we are on track to have the books completed and distributed by our June 
deadline. 
 
Forms for Leavers’ hoodies have been handed out and we hope to have them ordered by 
the end of March. 
 
We are also working with Ms Cook on the arrangements for our Leavers’ Assembly on 
Wednesday 24th April. The year group are very much looking forward to this event and 
would like to thank Ms Cook and all of the SMT for their help in organising it. 
 
Pupil Parliament 
 
We have met with the Pupil Parliament twice since the last Parent Council in January. We 
discussed achievement ties, behaviour at Knox and S4 “Enhanced Curriculum”, and listened 
to suggestions and concerns from the pupil representatives. We have since passed these 
notes on to Ms Cook and the SMT. 
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Knox Academy Parent Council 
 

Councillor's Update 
 
Knox Academy Eco-Committee 
Congratulations to all the members of the Eco-Committee for successfully gaining 
their first Eco Schools Green Flag. This is a very well deserved award for all the work 
that has been carried out by all the members of the Eco-Committee and Miss Laudi.  
 
Education Committee 
Since our last meeting Education Committee has taken place and passed a number 
of papers. These have included setting the roll cap for Knox Academy as well as 
setting the number of reserved places for all the schools in the Ward. The school 
session dates for 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 have also been set and after 
consultation it was agreed to see the dates aligned with our neighbouring Authorities. 
The dates for these sessions are now aligned with Edinburgh City Council and 
Midlothian Council and should be helpful to parents and carers. A link to all the 
papers has been included 
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/16290/education_committee. 
 
East Lothian Showcase Concert 
The annual Showcase Concert took place at the Brunton Theatre on Monday 11th 
March. The event involved over 200 young people from schools across the County, 
including Knox Academy. The event had great support from parents and carers in 
the school and it was a fantastic performance from the young people. It was great 
example of how hard the Instrumental Music Service have been working to support 
our young people and how strong instrumental music is within our Ward.  
 
Haddington & Lammermuir Area Partnership 
The Annual Public meeting of the Area Partnership is taking place on Saturday 16th 
March from 11.30am-2pm at the Haddington Bowling Club. We would encourage 
people as many people as possible to attend.  The event is being supported by the 
Community Kitchen and it will be a great opportunity to hear about the work of 
projects they have supported over the year, including the support provided to the 
school. At the last Area Partnership meeting applications from Knox Academy, 
Meadowpark and support for Duke of Edinburgh within the school were both 
successful.  
 
Apprenticeship Week 
During Apprenticeship Week the diverse range of opportunities that have been made 
available to young people through East Lothian Council were highlighted through 
social media. The stories were of the experiences and benefits the young people 
were gaining through their Apprenticeship, and to also raise awareness of these 
opportunities to parents and carers. A link to more information about Foundation 
Apprenticeships has been included. 
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210595/east_lothian_works/11970/services_for_
young_people/6 
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Year of Young People 
As everyone will know that this has been the Year of Young People and a wide 
range of events and activities have taken place across the County. This has included 
our Young Ambassadors, Young Provosts, Champions Boards and Young Carers to 
name a few all having their voices heard, involved in shaping education policy and 
influencing resources during the year. The video produced provides a terrific array of  
activities young people were involved in such as the Youth Summit and the First 
Literacy Festival. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Kpkrc80lFY.  

Community Hospital  
The long awaited community hospital is nearing completion for August 2019. A great 
deal of work has been done and is on-going in engaging with local community 
partners for the community space that will exist within the new hospital e.g. local 
radio station. In the longer term there is a plan to focus on the delivery of some 
children’s services from the Community Hospital.  
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