WELCOME TO
LAW PRIMARY
SCHOOL!
We’re a friendly and nurturing school, situated at
the foot of the North Berwick Law and at the heart
of our local community. Our values are Kindness,
Determination and Respect, and we believe in
helping every child to fulfil their potential.

MEET OUR TEACHERS

A warm welcome to Law Primary School!
I am Mrs MacKinnon, the Head Teacher.
I hope this handbook gives you a feel for
our school and I look forward to meeting you
in the near future.

I’m Mrs Penman and I’m the Depute
Head Teacher responsible for P4 to P7.
I also lead on pupil voice, including the
pupil council and our work on ‘Rights
Respecting Schools’.

I’m Mrs Thomas and my remit is
focused on pupil support, as well as
leading P2 and P3.

I’m Mrs Swinburne and I lead Early Level.
This means I have an overview at the
Early Years Centre for pre-school
children and P1.

CLICK HERE for a full list of our teachers and specialists, or go to

Meet the Teacher in your Google classroom.

WANT TO TALK TO A TEACHER?
For any issues involving your child, your first port of call should be their class teacher. To
arrange a meeting, please phone the school office, give your child a note to pass on to
them or email ADMIN@LAW.ELCSCHOOL.ORG.UK
If your issue can’t be resolved by your class teacher, you should ask for your complaint to
be passed on to the year group Depute via the school office.
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THE ‘PARENT BODY’
Parents are vital to the success of the school and are mainly represented
through two groups, the PTA and the Parent Council.
•

Our PTA is a group of parents who meet regularly to plan and organise fun events and activities
to raise money for the school.
LAWPTA@GOOGLEMAIL.COM

•

Our Parent Council is a group of parents, selected by their fellow parents to represent their
views and their voices. The Chair of the Parent Council holds regular online meetings, when the
Head and other teachers provide updates and answer questions – all parents are welcome and
all opinions matter.
LAWPRIMARYPARENTCOUNCIL@GMAIL.COM

•

Our Parent Council Class Representatives are a great resource if you’re new to the school.
There’s one in each class (email to find out yours) and they can help with any questions or
concerns.
LAWPRIMARYCLASSREPS@GMAIL.COM

The PTA and Parent Council are always looking for new volunteers and you can give as much or as
little of your time to help!
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SAY HELLO TO
OUR STUDENTS
Law Primary School serves the town of North Berwick and its
outlying district. The school has an average of four classes per
year group, with approximately 620 pupils in total. Our Early Years
Centre provides for around 120 children.
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PUPIL VOICE
Our pupils are at the heart of everything we do
and their voice, views and overall wellbeing are
vital to how the school is run.
Our school has achieved Silver level as a ‘Rights Respecting
School’, which means we put the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child at the heart of our planning, policies,
practice and ethos.
We make all pupils aware of their right to express themselves
and be heard, as well as their responsibility to listen to others
respectfully.
Each class from P4-7 elects a representative to serve on the Pupil
Council, whilst each P1-3 class is allocated a member of the Pupil
Council to represent their views at meetings.
The Pupil Council meet regularly with staff to evaluate various
aspects of school life from the point of view of pupils. They are
ambassadors for their class and may be asked to represent the
school at events within the local community.
Junior Road Safety Officers, House Captains, Librarians and
Digininjas are elected from our P7 pupils.
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OUR UNIFORM
At Law Primary, we encourage pupils to
wear school uniform/colours, as this helps
build up a sense of identity, pride and
belonging within the school.
Our uniform consists of a red top (preferably schoolbranded) over a white polo shirt with dark coloured
trousers/skirt etc. Checked summer school dresses are
appropriate in the warmer months. For PE, a T-shirt,
shorts and trainers should be worn.
You can buy school uniform throughout the year from the
school office or from PATRICIA BEWSEY DESIGNS. Orders are
delivered to school or collected from the car park on set
days in July/August.
There’s also a uniform bank of good-quality donated
sweaters, shirts, trousers, skirts, shoes etc. – please
contact the school or the Parent Council for more
information.
Pupils should be sent to school with outerwear and
footwear that’s suitable for playing outside at break times.
They should also bring an extra pair of indoor shoes to
wear in the school building.
Please label each item of your child’s clothing with
their name and class.

TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL
We encourage children to travel actively
to school wherever possible.
If driving can’t be avoided, parents are asked to ‘Park and
Stride’ – ie. park a short distance from school and walk the
final part of their journey.
Children who cycle to school are encouraged to wear
helmets. Bike and scooter racks are available. For the safety
of all, children should not ride or scoot in the playgrounds.
‘Bikeability’ training is offered to P5-7 children once a year,
thanks to a team of dedicated volunteer trainers.
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OUR SCHOOL DAY
Start and finish times are as follows:
P1 and P2

P3 - P7

Mon – Thurs

08.50am – 2.55pm

Fri

08.50am – 11.55am

Mon – Thurs

08.45am – 3.15pm

Fri

08.45am – 12.20pm

Children can only be collected from school by their parent / carer. If someone else is collecting
your child, please inform the school in advance.

BREAKFAST/AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
The club takes place in the school dining hall at the following times:
Breakfast Club

After School Club

Mon – Fri

7.30am – 8.45am

Mon – Thurs

2.55pm – 5.45pm

Fri

11.55am – 5.45pm

These clubs are run by Edinburgh and Lothian Out of School Care Network – more information
and registration details can be found HERE.
You can also email LAW@ELOSCN.COM or contact a member of the team during club hours
on 07539692997.
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SCHOOL LUNCHES AND SCHOOLPAY
Pupils can either choose to have a school lunch or
bring a packed lunch from home.
School meals are prepared in our own kitchen and served in the dining
hall – we offer a seasonal menu, along with a selection of vegetables and
a choice of milk or water. This menu is available Monday-Thursday, with a
packed lunch option on Friday.
All pupils in P1-5 are entitled to free school meals and there is a fixed
price of £2.20 per meal for P6-7. Lunches must be selected by Sunday
night, ahead of the following week and ordered via the SCHOOLPAY system.
Some families will be entitled to free school milk and a uniform clothing
grant. These grants will only be awarded to pupils attending schools in
East Lothian, whose parents receive Income Support, Income Based Job
Seekers’ Allowance or Employment Support Allowance (income related).
You can download a grant application form HERE or collect one from the
school office. We encourage all eligible parents to apply for these grants –
they can be a real helping hand to families and also generate vital funding
for the school.

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL
If your child is absent due to illness or any other
reason, please email absences@law.elcschool.org.
uk or cal before 9.00am – clearly stating your child’s
full name, class and a reason for their absence.
If your child is absent due to vomiting or diarrhoea, they shouldn’t
return to school until 48 hours AFTER their symptoms have gone away.
This helps protect the health of all our other pupils and staff.
If your child is unwell at school, they’ll be looked after by a teacher or
taken to the school auxiliary. If necessary, you may be asked to come
and collect them. We’ll never send a child home unless we know
there’s someone there to take care of them.
Any medicine brought to school must be handed into the school
office and parents/carers must complete a form before the school
can administer any medications. Children are not permitted to selfadminister any medication, apart from a prescribed asthma inhaler.
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SCHOOL VALUES
Our school values are:

KINDNESS
RESPECT
DETERMINATION
Through these values, we aim to:
•

Create a safe, happy and welcoming environment for all children
and their carers

•

Nurture children to become respectful, kind and understanding

•

Provide varied and stimulating learning opportunities to equip our
children with the skills needed for a changing future

•

Develop confident, resilient children who are ambitious, curious
and creative

•

Work in partnership with our parents and wider community.
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR
Pupils are expected to be kind and respectful
in the way they speak and act towards others.
This includes:
•

Not taking actions which would be hurtful – physically or
mentally – to others

•

Not causing damage to property belonging to the school
or others

•

Keeping personal belongings tidy, both in classrooms and
cloakrooms

•

Observing school guidance on matters like walking in
corridors, keeping to specified areas, entry and exit by
specified doors etc.

ANTI-BULLYING
Our school does not tolerate bullying. Any suspicions or reports of bullying are taken seriously and
investigated. We’ve adopted the East Lothian Anti-Bullying Policy ‘Respect for All’ and incidents of
bullying are recorded as part of that policy.
Children can approach any member of staff – not just their own teacher – if they’re being bullied.
We ask parents to let us know if their child is having problems and we take every opportunity to
discourage bullying through class discussions and assemblies.
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COME SEE
OUR SCHOOL
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OUR SCHOOL BUILDINGS
The original Law Primary school building was opened in 1974,
but in recent years we have made some additions to better
accommodate and support our pupils.
In 2017, a new two-storey block known as the Bass building became home to our
P4-P7 classes. In 2018, a new sports hall and extended dining hall were opened. And
in the coming year, a new Early Years Centre will be added to the school, so that our
nursery staff and children can move from the local Community Centre and join us
on the main school site.
Our school has been adapted for ease of use by disabled pupils with the installation
of ramps, rails, lifts and accessible toilet facilities.
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OUR SPORTS FACILITIES
Our school’s PE programme is
delivered jointly by class teachers
and our visiting PE specialists,
Miss Imrie and Mr Dougall.
We make use of the purpose-built sports
hall, the movement and dance studio, school
playground and playing fields.
We also work closely with Sports Development
Officers for short blocks of specific sports such
as rugby, hockey, golf and football.

OUR DINING HALL
Pupils eat their lunch in our dining hall,
whether they’re having school meals or a
packed lunch. Mealtimes in the dining room
are overseen by supervisors and members of
promoted teaching staff.
Pupils can also be collected by a parent and
taken home for lunch – we ask that they return
to school at the end of the lunch break.

Haddington Rd, North Berwick EH39 4QZ

01620 893775

www.edubuzz.org/law

13

OUR SITE
Surrounding our school buildings are extensive grassy play
areas, hard surface play areas, wooded areas and a fenced
and gated pond area for supervised class use.
At break and lunch times pupils can enjoy
plenty of outdoor play, though they’re
expected to stay within the areas assigned
to their respective year groups.
We also encourage Loose Parts Play, using
the huge range of scrap materials housed
in our special play pod named after a
former pupil - Charlie’s Pod. This kind of
play involves everything from ropes, tubes
and tyres to lengths of material and netting,
and is a great way to get children of all ages
and abilities to play together, experiment
and express their creativity.
The management team and playground
supervisors monitor the playground at
break and lunch times to ensure pupils play
safely and help in case of any difficulties.

OUR LIBRARY
We have two well-stocked
libraries catering for different age
groups and our collections are
regularly updated to reflect the
needs and interests of our pupils.
The libraries are looked after by
parent and pupil volunteers.
Every class has a weekly visit
to the library, where pupils are
encouraged to explore a variety
of texts and develop a love
of reading.
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FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT OUR
LEARNING

Haddington Rd, North Berwick EH39 4QZ

01620 893775

www.edubuzz.org/law

15

IS THERE A CURRICULUM?
The school follows the principles and practice of
the CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE, which aims to ensure
that all children between the ages of three and 18 are
encouraged and supported to be successful learners,
confident individuals, responsible citizens and
effective contributors.
The curriculum comprises eight areas: Expressive
Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Languages, Mathematics,
Religious and Moral Education, Sciences, Social Studies
and Technologies. However, learning will often be
linked across subject areas to help children apply their
knowledge and skills in new and different situations.
Throughout their learning, your child will be encouraged
to think about why they’re learning a particular topic and
how the skills they’re learning can be used in real life and
in other areas across the curriculum.
Children are often involved in planning, assessing and
presenting different aspects of their learning too.

WHO WILL TEACH
MY CHILD?
Each class has its own teacher(s),
responsible for teaching your child
all the different subjects within the
curriculum. We also have additional
subject specialists, including for PE,
music and art.
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CAN YOU TELL ME MORE ABOUT
THE DIFFERENT SUBJECTS?
LITERACY:

We use an integrated programme to develop children’s language,
which involves listening, speaking, writing and reading. We start by
helping children to build their phonics knowledge and vocabulary,
working their way up through graded reading schemes. Then, we
encourage children to pursue their reading through appropriate
fiction/non-fiction and guided reading schemes. We also help
them learn comprehension skills, spelling, punctuation, language
structure and good handwriting. We have recently introduced PM
writing as a whole school approach to writing.

MATHS:

We focus both on numeracy and practical work in weighing,
measuring, shapes and problem solving. We relate work
to real life situations wherever possible and make use of
useful additional resources, like the Mathletics online
maths platform.

ART:

In the younger years, we help children to experience various art
materials and forms, like painting, drawing, colouring, cutting,
gluing and modelling. As they progress, we teach them about the
relationships between colours, line and shape.

MUSIC:

Music is a big part of school life – we give children the chance to
sing and make music with different instruments, as well as learn
how to listen to and appreciate music and how to read music.
There are opportunities for specialist music tuition from P4,
including bagpipes, cello, violin/viola and woodwind.

DANCE:

 ance is taught largely through PE and plays a big part in our
D
Christmas celebrations and school events.

DRAMA:

Drama is linked to other areas of the curriculum like social
studies. We also access opportunities for classes from
East Lothian Council Arts Service as often as we can.
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CAN YOU TELL ME MORE ABOUT
THE DIFFERENT SUBJECTS?
RELIGIOUS
AND MORAL
EDUCATION:

HEALTH AND
WELLBEING:

Children are taught about the Christian faith and its history
and beliefs, alongside those of other world religions. Some of
our regular assemblies provide the opportunity for religious
observance. Parents not wishing their child to be involved in
activities or studies on a religious or moral theme should contact
the Headteacher.
The school has a PE programme delivered by both the class
teacher and our visiting PE specialists. We make use of the school
hall, movement and dance studio, school playground and playing
fields. We also work closely with Sports Development Officers
for short blocks of specific sports, like rugby, hockey, golf and
football. P5 pupils are assessed and offered a block of swimming
lessons if appropriate.

SCIENCE:

Science is taught both as a discrete subject and linked to
project work.

LANGUAGES:

French is taught from P1, when we start introducing vocabulary
through songs, games and daily routines. Pupils from P5 are
introduced to a second modern foreign language. This is
currently German for P5, Mandarin for P6 and Spanish for P7.

SOCIAL
STUDIES:

Topics change every year depending on the interests of pupils
and teachers. Many of our social studies topics involve trips out
into the community, as well as visits from local speakers.

TECHNOLOGY:

ICT is delivered as a discrete subject in which skills like word
processing, animation and basic programming are taught. It’s also
used to enhance study in other subjects, such as Social Studies.
This often involves supervised access to the internet.
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HOMEWORK
The purpose of homework is:
•

To share learning between home and school, so that
parents know what their children are studying

•

To reinforce core skills in literacy and numeracy

•

To develop life skills and to develop the pupils’
responsibility for their own learning.

An informative class newsletter is uploaded to Google
classroom each week. This details the work being
undertaken in class and suggested home learning activities
for reading, spelling and maths. At the younger stages,
children will have reading set by the teacher each week.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Active Schools East Lothian offer a range of clubs, some
of which are held at the school. More information can be
found HERE.

PUPIL SUPPORT
It is our aim to meet the needs of all our learners – supporting
any groups or individuals with additional needs arising from the
learning environment, family circumstances, disability or health
needs, or social and emotional factors.
All staff are involved in support for pupils. But one of our
Deputes, Mrs Thomas, oversees this area and coordinates the
work of a Support for Learning teacher, a team of Learning
Assistants and Additional Support Needs Auxiliaries.
If a parent thinks their child needs additional support at any
stage, they should contact their class teacher for further
information and advice.
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THE SCHOOL AS PART
OF THE COMMUNITY
Law Primary is an integral part of the local community and
we value the relationships we have formed with a number
of local organisations.
These include:

THE LIBRARY

THE RNLI

THE SCOTTISH
SEABIRD CENTRE

NORTH BERWICK IN BLOOM

THE SPORTS CENTRE

THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

THE COMMUNITY CENTRE

THE BASS ROCK
COMMUNITY GROUP

NORTH BERWICK DAY CENTRE

NORTH BERWICK
GARDENING CLUB
Club of North Berwick

Haddington Rd, North Berwick EH39 4QZ

01620 893775

www.edubuzz.org/law

20

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
We’re always keen to hear from parents and
welcome the chance to get to know you better.
So please feel free to get in touch with questions
or comments at any time:
01620 893775
ADMIN@LAW.ELCSCHOOL.ORG.UK
East Lothian Council have created an
appendix for this handbook:
JOHN MUIR HOUSE HANDBOOK (NOV 2021)
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