
1 

 

 
Law Primary Parent Council 

Minutes of meeting on Monday 20 November 2017 
 
 

1 Attendance 
 

 
Parent Council  

Stacy Cathcart (Co-Chair) Bryony Capaldi 

Ann Reilly (Co-Chair) Martin Brown 

Helen Dowson (Vice-Chair) Grazyna Swiercz 

Frances Hill (Clerk) Alison Wilkie 

Lou Tyrell Gayle Graham 

Michelle Gleeson Layla Gurney 

Linsey Shields Astrid Trugg 

Warren Rogers Sharon Henderson 

Katherine Smith Ulrike Knies-Bamforth 

Juliet Williams  

Lesley Jardine  

Kate Metzner  

  

Teaching staff Councillors 

Jill Wareham 
Siobhan Youngson 
 

Cllr Goodfellow 
 

Apologies  

Claire Mackenzie 
Gemma Butler 

Charlotte Rooney 
Astrid Trugg 

Jayne Stokes 
Lindsay Macleod 

Fiona Fleming 
Jenny Martin 

Briony Thompson 
 

2 Matters arising 
 

 
2.1 Traffic issues update 

A meeting was held with Marshall Greenshields, Roads Officer at East Lothian Council (ELC) 
and members of the Parent Council to discuss concerns over traffic around the School. The 
Council staff confirmed that a pedestrian crossing will be created on Haddington Road near 
the Aldi supermarket. It was also agreed that the overgrown hedgerows on Grange Road 
would be trimmed. However, the staff from ELC felt that other concerns (speed limits on 
Grange Road, signage etc) did not require any actions. Budget constraints have meant 
prioritising other areas within East Lothian. 
Action: Follow up letter to be written by Parent Council to ELC copying in Councillor Jim 
Goodfellow asking for the concerns to be considered again. Parent Council and School to 
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continue to work to promote walking to school and considerate driving and parking 
around the school. 
 

2.2  Cleaning concerns 
There has been additional recruitment of cleaners and an improvement in the standards of 
cleaning at the school. The Parent Council is still lobbying ELC regarding refurbishment of the 
P1 toilets. 

 Action: School to continue to monitor cleaning standards and liaise with Parent Council. 
 
2.3 Bullying 

The school management team has received parent feedback on a positioning statement to 
accompany the ELC anti-bullying policy. These comments will be considered and a final 
version of the statement will be sent to the whole school in January. 

 
2.4 Outdoor learning equipment 

The Parent Council agreed to fund the purchase of outdoor learning equipment. Fiona 
Fleming to provide a list of items required.  
Action: Parent Council chairs will follow this up with Fiona Fleming. 
  

2.5 Astroturf 
A member of the Parent Council confirmed that the door to the AstroTurf area was still 
locked.  
Action: Parent Council to write a letter outlining how important the area is to children in 
the community, this to be sent to Councillor Jim Goodfellow who will arrange a meeting 
with FES. 
 

3 Head Teacher’s report 

 

 
3.1 Staffing 

Two members of staff, Miss Bradshaw and Miss Suhonen, who are studying a Masters in 
Teaching and Learning, are spending one day a week in P5 and P7 classes.  

 
3.2 Development work 

• The in-service days in October were spent moving into the new extension.  

• Staff took part in 1+2 language training on 6 October 2017. 

• Staff took part in the Scottish National Standardised Assessments training on 3 November. 

• Part two of the Outdoor learning training takes place on 24 November.  

• Mrs Thomas has competed Attachment Ambassador Training. 

• The School was successful in its bid to the Area Partnership for £7k to fund the Buddy Bear 
project across the cluster. This will start in P1-3 in January 2018. 

• The Nursery consultation is ongoing. 
 

3.3 Extension update 

• After the successful move, there is still some snagging to be dealt with. Phase 2 and 3 of the 
extensions are underway. Phase 2a starts in January 2018. 

• An Open Afternoon was held on Friday 17 November. On 8 December P4-7 work will be on 
display for parents who were unable to view the work during the parent teacher meetings. 

• The P4-7 Library is now open. Mrs Wareham thanked the volunteers who helped with this.  
The P1-3 library is currently being decorated.  
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3.4 Events and activities 

• The P6 pupils took part in a hockey festival and orienteering sessions. 

• The P5 pupils took part in orienteering and golf sessions. 

• P3 pupils are carrying out farm visits in December. 

• P2 pupils have been involved in a music initiative on Winged Migration. A performance will 
be made to parents. 

• The house captains, ambassadors etc are all in place and working well. 

• The Christmas timetable has been completed. The Nativity will be taking place on the 
morning (not the afternoon as has been communicated elsewhere). 

• The pupils will be visiting several of the churches in North Berwick over the festive period. 

• The P6 parents and carers were briefed on the sex education classes that will begin on 1 
December. 

• P6 pupils will start on the Junior Award Scheme for Schools (JASS) project after Christmas, 
which has been supported financially by the Rotary Club. 

• A transition meeting was held for P7 parents. The cluster ceilidh is on Thursday 23 
November. P7s have taken part in STEM visits to Edinburgh College. 

• P1 pupils have been taking part in visits to the local area. 
 
3.5 Points discussed 

• A parent commented on the improvement on Dyslexia Awareness Week.  

• Members of the Parent Council gave positive feedback on the hockey festival and the 
orienteering event. 

• Mrs Wareham thanked the volunteers who helped set up the Library.  

• Staff were thanked for their hard work during the move to the extension. 

• During the move the parent teacher evenings for P4-7 were held in the dining hall. The 
teachers found that using this venue helped keep the event running to time. Staff are 
considering whether the continue holding the evenings in a communal venue and asked the 
Parent Council members for their feedback. Parents felt they would still like to opportunity 
to see the classrooms and the work that the children have done, so it was suggested that the 
School find a way to meet both needs. 
 

4 Home Learning Pilot – update and next steps 
 

 
Linsey Shields gave an overview of the results of the parent survey on the home learning pilot. The 
survey had a very high response rate with many comments. A teacher and pupil survey has also 
taken place. A slight majority of parents were in favour of having no homework but there were more 
than 800 submissions of free text so time is needed to analyse the results in more detail.  
 
The results of all three surveys will be presented at the next Parent Council meeting on 15 January 
2018 along with the School’s proposal for homework going forward. It was suggested that at this 
meeting parents are also given information of evidence of the benefits or otherwise of homework, 
how any new proposal will address the attainment gap and how we ensure pupils are prepared for 
the high levels pf homework they will encounter when they start at High School. It was suggested 
that a member of staff from the High School also attend this meeting. 
Action: School and Parent Council to consider these points for the meeting and prepare a 
presentation for the Parent Council meeting on 15 January that shows the results and proposes a 
way forward. 
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5 Parent Representative issues 
 

 
5.1 PE time 
A parent questioned the amount of physical education time the pupils are receiving, particularly 
since the disruption caused by the extension project. Mrs Wareham advised that all pupils should be 
receiving two sessions a week, with P3-7 pupils having one session with a PE specialist. On occasion 
pupils might get fewer sessions and on others they will get more (e.g. with the additional hockey, 
golf and orienteering events). Overall it was felt they receive more than the two sessions required. 
 
5.2 NB Swim Club 
There was a request from a representative of North Berwick Swimming Club for the club to get 
involved in the school swimming gala. 
Action: Lou Tyrell to outline the proposal in an email to Mrs Wareham. 
 
5.3 Accessibility issues  
A number of parents have raised concerns about crowding and access issues around the library 
entrance of the new building. 
Action: Mrs Wareham has discussed this with the site manager who is going to install some 
concrete slabs next to the steps to be used as an alternative route to the new building. 
 
5.4 Finger guards 
A parent asked about children getting their fingers caught in the doors in the new building. 
Action: Mrs Wareham has met with the ELC Safety Advisor who agreed that finger guards should 
be retro-fitted to doors. 
 
5.5 Recycling 
A parent asked about recycling facilities in the new school. Mrs Wareham advised that the Council 
should be contacted about this. 
Action: Members of the Parent Council to email ELC. 
 
5.6 Smoking on the campus 
A number of parents have noticed High School students smoking outside and behind the Sports 
Centre before the start of school. Two parents have already contacted the High School about this. 
Action: The Parent Council Chairs to write to the High School to ask for some action to be taken. 
 
5.7 Class sizes in P4 
Parents raised concerns about the class sizes in P4 and the effect this is having on behaviour and 
pressure on the teachers.  
Action: Mrs Wareham advised that the School is going to request another class for this year group 
and encouraged parents to contact ELC to voice their support for this. 
 
6 Parental Engagement Strategy 
 

 
ELC has launched its parental engagement strategy for schools. Mrs Wareham requested the 
establishment of a working group of parents to ensure the School is following the strategy.  
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The following parents volunteered to take part in the working group. Ulrike Bamforth, Linsey Shields, 
Alison Wilkie, Bryony Capaldi, Astrid Trugg and Frances Hill. It was also suggested that parents out 
with the Parent Council take part.  
Action: Members of the Parent Council to invite other parents who might take part. Frances Hill to 
send the strategy to those who have volunteered. 
 
7 Community Involvement 
Parent Council is seeking a parent/carer volunteer to represent the School at the Area Partnership 
meetings. 
Action: Interested parents to contact the Parent Council. A representative from the Area 
Partnership Group to be invited to talk at a future Parent Council meeting. 
 
8 Parent Council Committee update 
Ann Reilly is leaving her position as Co-Chair on the Parent Council due to a move overseas. The 
Parent Council thanked Ann for her hard work and good humour over the last year and a half. Helen 
Dowson will be taking Ann’s place as Co-chair with Stacy Cathcart. The Chairs also invited other 
Parent Council members to consider putting themselves forward as Chairs for 2018/19.  
 

9 Dates of meetings for 2018 
 

 

• Monday 15 January 2018 

• Monday 19 March 2018 

• Monday 4 June 2018 


