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Law Primary Parent Council 
Minutes of meeting on Monday 4 June 2018 

 

 
1 Attendance 
 

 

Attendees  

Helen Dowson (Co-Chair) 
Stacy Cathcart (Co-Chair) 

Jane Darlington 
Bev White 

Frances Hill (Clerk) Martin Brown 

Dot Boyle Layla Gurney 

Bev Gilhooley Astrid Trugg 

Helen Felton Sharon Henderson 

Kate Metzner Ulrike Knies-Bamforth 

Kate Allen Emma Duncan 

Briony Thompson Carrie Cowley 

Kate Metzner Fiona Fleming 

Briony Thompson Kate Black 

Juliet Williams Emma Bennett 

 Zoe Lovell 

  

Teaching staff Councillors 

Jill Wareham 
Mrs Swinburne 

Cllr Goodfellow 
 

  

Apologies  

Bryony Capaldi 
Lindsay Macleod 
 

Steve Chard 

 
2 Matters Arising 
 

 
2.1 Playground safety 
 
There are still concerns about safety in the playground at the beginning and end of the school day, 
particularly with regard to the use of scooters and footballs. So far no volunteers had come forward 
to wear reflective jackets and supervise the playground. 
Actions: Parent Council Chairs to ask other Schools how they manage this issue at the ELAPCM 
meeting on 19 June. Helen Felton volunteered to help in the playground. New scooter pods to be 
provided after the next phase of construction. The School to discuss the issue with the Pupil Council 
and the Junior Road Safety Officers. 

 
3 Co-chair update 
 

 
3.1 Sports Day  
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The Parent Council Chairs thanked the many volunteers for their help with the Sports Festival. If 
anyone has any comments about the event please send them to 
parentcouncil@law.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
3.2 Budget 
The budget of £265 per annum has been allocated to the Parent Council for the next academic year. 
This covers the cost of meeting expenses and, on occasion, equipment for the school. Any funds left 
over are donated to the general school fund. 
 
3.3 Toilets  
The Chairs are still liaising with ELC to lobby for the refurbishment of the P1 toilets. There have also 
been issues with the drains in the P1 toilets that Mrs Wareham has reported to ELC.  
Action: Councillor Jim Goodfellow asked to be copied into future emails on this subject. 
 
3.4 Traffic 
The Chairs and other members of the Parent Council continue to liaise with ELC over concerns over 
traffic management around the School. A risk assessment of Grange Road has been carried out. A 
speed sign has been installed near the School on Grange Road (some parents/carers commented 
that the location has not been well chosen.) Double yellow lines are to be painted along Haddington 
Road and a speed sign has been installed.  
 
There is a community grant fund that could help fund some traffic safety measures which the Chairs 
are looking into. Suggestions were made that the Junior Road Safety Officers could contact ELC with 
their concerns as well as getting the High School involved in future campaigns. 
Action: Stacy Cathcart to follow up with ELC regarding the potential community grant. 
 
3.5 ELAPCM Meeting 
The Parent Council chairs provided a summary of what was discussed at this event. This included the 
introduction of the 1+2 language policy which will be implemented by 2020. 
 
3.6 New Parent Council Committee 
The current Chairs have both served two years in their position meaning they will be leaving the 
posts in September. Therefore the Parent Council is seeking one or two new Chairs/Co-Chairs. 
Action: Stacy and Helen to provide some text outlining what is involved and share with the 
parent/carer representatives. Parent Council members to consider taking on the vacant posts.  

 
4 Head Teachers Report 
 

 
4.1 Staffing 
The 19 June will be the ‘Meet the new Teacher Day’. There will be 24 classes, with possible 
composites in P1/2 and P6/7, although there may be changes to this. Parents and carers requested 
that, in future years, the children and parents are informed at Meet the Teacher Day, when the 
majority of information is known. 
Action: Information on Scottish Government class sizes and guidance on composites to be put on 
the school website. 
 
4.2 Budget 
Mrs Wareham is in discussion with ELC to challenge the proposed reduction in predictable needs 
funding. The Law ASN group has already written a letter to ELC to request that there is no reduction. 

mailto:parentcouncil@law.elcschool.org.uk
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Action: Parent Council Chairs to write a letter in support of the School. 
 
4.3 Development work 

• At the May ‘In Service’ Day staff took part in a Restorative Approach training course as well 
as two further sessions since then. Restorative approaches is being rolled out across the 
school by teachers. 

• Miss Duncan attended a two-day training course with Education Scotland. 

• There has been SEEMIS training for the leadership team for recording wellbeing issues. 

• An ASN update was issued to all parents. 

• There is a new Support for Learning policy. 

• The Wellbeing snail workshop took place and all P6 students will be involved in its 
introduction.  

• The School has achieved the Bronze Award as a Rights Respecting School.  

• 1+2 language training took place on Friday 1 June. 

• Erasmus funding has been secured to send seven teachers to France for a course this 
summer. A Co-Chair asked that this learning be shared across the year group. Mrs Swinburn 
confirmed this would happen and described how learning ‘carousels’ are already taking 
place in P2 – with each class rotating between teachers for different activities including PE, 
art and French. 

• Mrs Wareham and Mrs Swinburne have been working on the School Improvement Plan. The 
draft will be shared with staff and parents. 

• Mrs Wareham has met with Ruth Hunter Pepper from Sustain North Berwick to discuss 
improving recycling in the School. 

 
4.4 Property issues 

• Phase 2A of the school is now open. There is a new Deputy Head Teacher office, staff work 
base, meeting room# and resource/tutorial room. 

• The Hall floor is being laid this week. The Hall should be finished over the summer. 

• There are ongoing snagging issues. 

• There are drainage issues on the playing fields. Mrs Wareham has met with Bruce Allison 
from ELC Amenity Services to address this. There will be short term remedial work including 
irrigation. The long term plan is to restore and improve this area, sectioning off a third of the 
playing fields at a time to ensure there is still adequate space for the children.  

 
4.5 Events and activities 

• The school came second in the Meadowmill athletics competition.  

• Two P6 camps outs have taken place, two are still to take place. 

• P7 students have been to Lagganlia. 

• An Orienteering competition was held. 

• P4 have been engaged with outdoor learning for their Egyptian project. 

• P3 had an outdoor classroom day. 

• P2 have been involved in an outdoor learning carousel. 

• The P1 children visited the Botanics 

• The BBC filmed at the School for the Beechgrove Garden programme as a result of the 
School winning a Gold Medal from Gardening Scotland. Mrs Wareham thanked North 
Berwick in Bloom for their support. This pallet garden will now be displayed at the Abbey 
Church. 

• There has been individual sporting success at cross country and gymnastics. 
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• A P7 pupil came second in the national Junior Road Safety Officer competition to design a 
seatbelt logo for school buses. 

 
5 Bikeability 

 

 
Ten parents/carers have completed the Bikeability training course, coordinated by Anna Beedall. 
There are other courses running in the summer and, ideally, more volunteers are required to 
participate. P7 students will be having a taster session on 21 June and P6 and P7 pupils will be doing 
the training in the next academic year.  
Action: Parent Council members to consider volunteering and so encourage others to participate. 
Helen Dowson agreed to do the training.  
 
6 Harbour Room update 
 
The Harbour Room is up and running and is being used at lunchtime. It is being decorated over the 
summer and this should be completed by the start of the new term. New equipment has been 
ordered such as new Chrome books, software, wobble cushions and special dyslexia friendly books.  
Action: The ASN support group is meeting on Monday 11 June. This group will be meeting regularly 
and all are invited to attend. 
 

7 How good is our school? 
 

 
The Parent Council has been asked to create a working group to look at how the School is 
performing in relation to criteria listed in the ELC self-evaluation programme - ‘How Good is our 
School’. Volunteers are required to participate in this group. 
Action: Interested parents and carers should contact the Parent Council. Frances Hill to compile a 
list. 
 
8 Consultation 
 

 
Parents and carers are invited to comment on the consultation: ‘Identifying, Assessing and Providing 
for Additional Support Needs of Children and Young People’.  
Action: Comments should be sent to the Parent Council by Monday 25 June. 
 

9 Parent Rep Issues 
 

 
9.1 Daily 1km  
A parent asked about the frequency of the 1km.  Mrs Swinburne said most classes run the 1km four 
times a week, although sometimes this can change due to other priorities. She said the teachers are 
very supportive of the initiative and it would only be omitted from the school day for a good reason. 
Action: Juliet Williams to share the article she found on the benefits of the daily 1km 
 
9.2 Outdoor learning 
A parent asked about the frequency of opportunities that the children experience outdoor and 
adventurous learning. 
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Mrs Swinburne explained that this increases as the children go through the school years and that 
they try not to repeat experiences.  
 
9.3 School Houses 
A group of P2 parents suggested that, as the houses are all named after men, it might be timely to 
review the names so some houses (ideally 50%) are represented by iconic females. Mrs Wareham 
was supportive of the idea but was concerned that the teachers did not have capacity to organise 
the change.  
Action: The group of parents and carers who suggested the idea to draft a plan as to how it might 
be achieved. 
 
9.4 P2 playground 
Some parents have expressed concern over the condition of the P2/3 playground. Mrs Wareham 
showed parents a map of the design of the playground which should be ready for the next term. 
New volunteers are required to continue the work previously taken on by the Project Play team. It 
was also suggested that if equipment is purchased that its use should not be reliant on the presence 
of volunteers. 
Action: To be raised at the next PTA meeting – Kate Black to find out the date. 
 
Other issues relating to play were discussed, including the rota for children using the new play area. 
The suggestion was made to mix up the ages and the classes. The School could perhaps link into the 
buddy system. It was also requested that the older children are also given time to play without the 
younger children so they are not always adopting a supervisory role. 
 
9.5 Correspondence 
A concern was raised about how long it took the school to respond to parent enquiries. 
 
9.6 Access to the school 
A concern was raised by more than one parent about how easy it is to access the School. Mrs 
Wareham explained that this will change after the project is completed as all visitors will have to go 
via the main entrance. Staff and playground supervisors are to be briefed to be vigilant and to 
approach visitors. This also led to a discussion about how staff greet parents, carers and visitors. Mrs 
Swinburne explained there are minimum standards and that they are currently working on ensuring 
these are met. 
 
9.7 Anti-bullying 
Parents and carers asked about progress on the anti-bullying policy and its implementation. 
Action: This to be covered in the School Improvement Plan. 
 
9.8 Inclusion policy 
A parent asked what communication channels they should use to voice concerns about the policy of 
inclusion and ‘getting it right for every child’. The parent had engaged in correspondence with the 
ELC, the School and the Scottish Government. 
 
A discussion followed as how parents can help if a school is struggling with the consequences of 
adhering to a policy. Some parents expressed their support for the school, acknowledging that the 
problems some classes are experiencing are as a result of adhering to a policy with inadequate 
resources. A suggestion was made that a sub-group of the Parent Council be created to lobby to 
Council and Government on matters of educational policy.  
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9.9 Behaviour 
Following on from the discussion above a number of parents expressed concern about how 
behaviour is managed. Parents asked about the exclusion policy and Mrs Wareham explained that 
exclusion is the last case scenario. Incident reporting is now being monitored ELC so it is measurable.  
 

10 Dates of meetings for 2018/2019 
 

 
Monday 3 September 2018 

Monday 29 October 2018 

Monday 21 January 2019 

Monday 4 March 2019 

Monday 29 April 2019 

Monday 3 June 2019 

 


