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Law Primary Parent Council 

Minutes of meeting on Monday 3 September 2018 

 

 

1 Attendance 

 

 

Attendees  

Helen Dowson (Co-Chair) 

Stacy Cathcart (Co-Chair) 

Anna Wilkinson 

Bev White 

Frances Hill (Clerk) Kelly Evans 

Beverly Gilhooley Cara Biskup 

Martin Brown Jayne Stokes 

Carolyn Davie Fiona Fleming 

Briony Thompson Astrid Trugg 

Kristi Anderson Melanie Kay 

Lindsey MacLeod Emma Wheatley 

Jackie Reid Linsey Shields 

Christa Gray Eddie Danks 

Jane Darlington Kate Allen 

Layla Gurney Lorraine Alcock 

Helen Felton Carolyn Cowley 

Susie Nelson Kate Metzner 

  

Teaching staff Councillors 

Jill Wareham 

 

Cllr Goodfellow 

 

  

Apologies  

Bryony Capaldi 

Emma Bennett 

Ulrike Bamforth 

Juliet Williams 

 

2 Matters Arising 

 

 

2.1 P1/2 Toilets 

The Council has confirmed that there is currently no budget to refurbish the P1/P2 toilets. 

There was a question regarding recent vandalism in the toilets and how this can be prevented. 

Mrs Wareham explained that some classes operated a buddy system for using the toilets but 

that teaching staff are not able to supervise children in the toilets. A parent asked about the 

temperature of the water in the toilets as some children have complained it is too hot. 

Plumbers have twice checked the temperature of the water and confirmed it complies with 

safety regulations. 

Action: The Parent Council to continue to lobby the council on the issue of the P1/P2 toilet 

refurbishment. Mrs Wareham to check whether the water temperature is at the upper limits 

of the safety regulations and, if so, whether it is possible to reduce it. 
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2.2 Traffic issues 

The Parent Council will continue to lobby the Council regarding traffic and road safety 

concerns around the School. The Council has confirmed that roads officers will meet with 

members of the Parent Council to discuss their concerns.  

Actions: Members of the Parent Council who wish to attend this meeting or who have 

specific concerns about road safety around the school to contact 

parentcouncil@law.elcschool.org.uk 

 

2.3 Bikeability 

The Parent Council thanked Anna Beedel and all the parent/carer volunteers who are 

involved in this project. The current P6 and P7 pupils are currently receiving training on 

Mondays and Friday mornings. More volunteers are required for one, two or all three 

sessions on both mornings. 

Actions: Volunteers to contact parentcouncil@law.elcschool.org.uk. Frances Hill to 

include information on this project in an all school email. 

 

2.4 How Good is our School 

Fiona Fleming spoke about ‘How Good is our School’, an evaluation tool developed by 

Education Scotland to support schools with their self-evaluation. It has been used for the past 

few years by Law Primary and this year group of parent/carers have been involved in the 

process. The group is looking for a few more volunteers to join them.  

Actions: Fiona Fleming to send Frances Hill some text about the project to be included in 

an all school email. Volunteers should contact parentcouncil@law.elcschool.org.uk 

2.5 Playground issues 

A number of issues were discussed and points made including: 

• The School was praised for its new routine in the mornings with teachers greeting the 

children. Overall this was felt to be a positive change.  

• Now that the play areas are much larger, the school is working on a plan for ensuring 

adequate supervision during break and lunchtimes. (Teachers do not cover break and 

lunch duties due to the nature of their contracts, which are governed by local and 

national negotiating committees). Parents are reminded that they are responsible for 

the conduct of their children prior to school starting. 

• There have been less children cycling and scooting in the playground. Parents/carers 

are encouraged to continue to commend those who dismount on reaching the 

playground. 

• Accessibility issues: a discussion was had regarding the difficultly of ensuring a safe 

and secure campus that is also open and welcoming.  Mrs Wareham confirmed that 

she is currently discussing access points with ELC. 

• There was some uncertainty and confusion over access arrangements at night and 

during the school day, for example when parents need to collect children that are 

unwell.  

• There were queries about new parking arrangements, blue badge parking and where a 

parent/carer should park when they need to collect an unwell child. 

• Parents/carers commented that the lining up area for P1s, combined with the relocated 

bike shed, are causing congestion in the morning. 

mailto:parentcouncil@law.elcschool.org.uk
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Actions: The School to look into updating and sharing the school map to include 

information on access during the school day and parking. The School to look at changing 

the location where the P1 pupils line up. 

 

3 New Co-Chairs and parent reps 

 

 

The current Co-Chairs, Stacy Cathcart and Helen Dowson, are stepping down from their roles 

after two years in the post. Two parents, Beverly Gilhooley and Martin Brown have 

volunteered to take on these roles. Both Beverley and Martin were unanimously voted into 

these roles by all Parent Council members at the meeting. The Vice-Chair role is still vacant. 

 

The list of parent representatives on the Parent Council is being updated by the Clerk. Some 

parent/carers have already volunteered to continue in their role as representative but new 

volunteers are required. The Clerk gave attendees a list of classes with no representation and 

requested volunteers to come forward.  

 

As the Nursery is now part of the School there should also be nursery representation on the 

Parent Council. 

 

Actions: Frances Hill to circulate an updated list of parent representatives to the whole 

school, identifying any gaps. The Chairs to make contact with the Nursery to ensure there 

is representation on the Parent Council. 

 

4 Parent helpers 

 

 

Due to a change in ELC policy all regular parent/carer volunteers will require a PVG 

certificate which has a cost associated with it. The School recognises the benefits of having 

parent helpers in the school and is keen to continue to invite parents into the school to help. 

However, it cannot cover the cost of all the helpers acquiring this certificate. 

Action: Kate Metzner and Linsey Shields volunteered to look into options for funding this. 

 

5 Head Teachers Report 

 

 

5.1 Staffing 

A Mandarin teacher has been appointed and will be working with P6 classes on a Wednesday 

afternoon until the end of this term. 

 

5.2 Development work 

• At the recent in-service days teachers have been receiving training in CIRCLE 

training, the new support for learning process, restorative approaches and positive 

relationships. 

• School Improvement Plan 

The School Improvement Plan has been shared with parents and is being rolled out. 

Five implementation groups are working on separate action plans and many actions 

are already being implemented such as: 
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o Building positive relationships, including a new meet and greet system in the 

mornings. High expectations are to be maintained across the school. The key 

words being communicated to children are ‘safe, respectful and ready’. 

o Using restorative approaches, which links to the ELC anti-bullying policy. 

There was some discussion about the detail of how the School records, reports 

and acts following incidents of bullying. This includes working with the child 

who has bullied as well as the child who has been affected by the bullying. 

There was a discussion about how teachers deal with children who may not 

understand the implications of their actions, in particular as a result of 

additional support needs or due to difficult childhood experiences. In these 

circumstances teachers would work with the child to help them to understand 

how their actions affect others.  

 

Mrs Wareham clarified that there is no tailored anti-bullying policy for the 

School as all schools in East Lothian have to adopt the ELC policy. 

Action: School to share the staff guidelines for dealing with these incidents 

with the Parent Council members. 

5.3 Extension update 

• The Sports hall and dining rooms were completed over the summer. 

• The outside landscaping is almost complete. Certain areas have been fenced off to 

allow the grass to become established. 

• Part of the upper field has been dug up and reseeded over the summer. This will 

reopen after the October break and the condition of the lower part of the field will 

then be addressed. 

• There are still a few ongoing challenges including IT issues, a leaking roof and 

inconsistent janitor cover. 

 

5.4 Events and activities 

• There have been whole school assemblies in the new hall. The Provost attended one 

assembly to present a certificate for pupil participation in the Design a Flag 

competition. 

• The Meet the Teacher event is due to take place on 12 September. 

• The P7’s held their House Captain elections. 

 

6 Parent Rep Issues 

 

 

6.1 Daily 1km  

A parent asked about the frequency of the daily 1km.  

Mrs Wareham said that most classes run the 1km four times a week, although this may not 

have been happening in the last few weeks as the start of term is particularly busy. 

 

6.2 Helmets for bikes and scooters 

A parent expressed concern over the umber of pupils that don’t wear helmets when riding 

scooters or bikes to school.  

Action: Whilst it was agreed that is a matter for parents to enforce, this will be raised with 

the Junior Road Safety Officers. 
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6.3 Home learning policy review 

A parent asked when the new home learning policy would be reviewed.  

This will be revisited in the new year. At this point the School will be in a position to 

enquire as to how the new S1s are coping with the demands of homework in the High 

School. 

 

6.4 Online payments 

An enquiry was made regarding the payment of lunches and what happens when a child 

forgets their lunch money.   

This is going to be launching soon. Parents were reassured that when a child has forgotten 

their lunch money there are procedures in place t ensure the child still gets lunch. 

 

6.5 Lunch system 

A parent asked about a lunch buddy system as some P1s can be overwhelmed by the process. 

A buddy system would be difficult as the year groups eat lunch at different times. There are 

always several adults in the lunch hall (often including the P1 teachers) and the P1 pupils 

usually adapt to the new system after a few weeks. 

 

7 Dates of meetings for 2018/2019 

 

 

Monday 29 October 2018 

Monday 21 January 2019 

Monday 4 March 2019 

Monday 29 April 2019 

Monday 3 June 2019 

 


