
 

 

 Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 
3rd  February 2021 

Present: 
Leanne Lowe (Nursery), Gillian Thomas (Nursery), Katie Medlam (P1), Jenny Sully (P2), 
Caroline Gardiner (P3), Gemma Luke (P4/5), Wendy Craig (P5/6), Joanne Chatwin & 
Suzie Low (P6),  Lynne Bowers (P7) 

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen, Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Veronica 
Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: 
Cllr Fiona O’Donnell, Lynn Kemp, Suzie Skeldon Action 

1 
Head Teacher Update 

Miss Skinner welcomed everyone to the meeting, apologies above. 

It has not been possible to set up a google classroom for the nursery children as they do 
not have individual log ins. 

Information on AR and how to access from home has been shared with parents/carers 

Every class now has one chromebook tablet. A big thank you to the PC who helped to buy 

these. 

There have been lots of positives with remote learning this time as the children/staff were 

already used to the systems and processes. Staff shared some of the planning across 

levels and there was a shared ‘whole school’ theme which got positive feedback from 

parents/carers during the last lockdown.  Staff have taken on board most up to date remote 

learning guidance. 

The initial focus will be on consolidation of prior learning then new learning will need to be 

introduced. Staff need to consider equity for all learners when delivering new learning eg 

the limitations of ‘live’ lessons if children are not able to access devices or planned lessons 

Key worker /vulnerable places are being accessed by around 15 pupils in school and 

nursery at the moment.  

Miss Skinner and Mrs MacFadyen were invited to speak with Education Scotland and had 

1h on google meet discussing challenges of remote learning and positives and support 

needed for staff to improve remote learning. Through the use of the Longniddry learners 

page we feel we have kept who we are as a school and we’ve still got strong sense of 

school community. Positives are our developing skills and use of google classroom and 

high level of engagement from learners/parents/carers. Challenges are juggling remote 

learning, working from home and balancing children work/life which is the same for staff. 

For the next stage, we are waiting to hear from the Scottish Government announcement on 

16th February about going back to school. ELC will then be sharing further info after this 

and we can then start share the next set of plans for children returning to school.  

P1 enrolment are different this year due to covid. ELC has sent letters out to all 

parents/carers and if any details were incorrect, for parents to get in touch directly with the 

Council. The school will then have an indication of numbers for P1 for August which will 

then allow draft class structures to be formed. 

Classes are decided on depending on age and the maximum class size. We don’t know 

about transition plans yet due to implications of Covid. P1 last year transitioned really well 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

despite being in a lockdown situation in May/June. A discussion followed on if we can 

overdo transition? A good way to preparing the kids for P1 is by developing independence, 

identifying what their coat looks like, getting dressed, putting on shoe themselves sharing 

stories with them.  

Miss Skinner asks that everyone continues to follow the guidance and knows that it is hard 

and difficult. It is important to get the pupils back safely and luckily we have not had any 

cases yet, however it might come. 

 

2 
Planning for Parent Consultations & Reports 

The parent consultations and report cards will not happen this term further info will follow. 
Discussion tool place regarding previous parent consultation arrangements. The PC 
members were happy with the phone call appointments.  It is likely these will take place 
after Easter to allow the children to settle back into school following this period of remote 
learning. 

 

3 
Year Stage Queries 

P1: Positive feedback about remote learning and very helpful that info is repetitive. 

P2: Lots of positive feedback about the videos that Mrs Brown has done, the children loves 

them and they are really nice. 

P3: Positive feedback about the weekly plans, videos, clear lessons with guidance and 

great messages from support staff. A parent question if imaginative or personal writing is 

coming up? The topic next term is transport and the plan is for imaginative writing. Miss 

Skinner will forward the positive feedback because some staff are feeling vulnerable 

recording themselves and it is good for them to know that it is appreciated. 

P3/4: Great feedback, happy with google meet, quiz and huge thank you to the teachers 

and appreciate the work going in. A parent question about what is a core task and what is 

optional? Miss Skinner said that she will remind staff of our whole school approach and will 

discuss this further with staff on the in-service day as there has been some inconsistencies 

across the year groups in google classroom planning so it will be fine-tuned to make it 

easier for everyone. 

Another parents question if it is possible to have work further in advance to plan the week 

ahead? Miss Skinner said that the work should be set up on Thu-Fri for the following week. 

This will be raised again with staff because planning in advance is an expectation to help 

parents/carers.  

P4/5: Very positive and excellent feedback on google meet with pupils signing up to two 

meets per week. Huge thanks to Ms Hart and online learning.  It was unanimous that it is 

fantastic, well linked and also like that they can continue with jotters. 

It was discussed how home learning can perhaps be done differently with some parents 

feeling overwhelmed with the whole week‘s work in one go? Some activities needs printed 

out and then uploaded where others can be completed straight away? Some pupils had 

missed the meet with invites being buried in the emails? Mrs MacFadyen has helped 

teachers to categorize google classroom, setting down tasks, posting it on the stream and 

simplified class banner.  This will continue to be streamlined. 

Another question on how many tasks will be marked each week? Or general feedback that 

week? Miss Skinner has discussed this with staff and it can depend on if pupils are 

uploading during the day, which is easier to give feedback to or if some tasks comes in one 
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big chunk at the end of the week that makes it harder.  This will be discussed further with 

staff to agree a more consistent approach. 

Miss Skinner said that remote learning is not a substitute for in class learning and teaching 

and the pupils should not be glued to a screen from 8.50-3.15pm. It is good feedback and 

good hearing from parents what works and not so we can balance it more. There is a slight 

variation going on across the year stages and this will be clearer the next block, with 

regard to what it looks like as well as the content. 

P5/6: Very positive and clear, happy with work posted by Ms Anderson. Worksheets are 

very clear and pupils knows what they are doing and the way it is presented is great and 

they can get on with it themselves. 

A parent question about pupils not being taught how to use google classroom? Miss 

Skinner has replied directly to that parent as google classroom has been continuously in 

use since the last period of lockdown. 

Parent question if we can have a one to one call/meet with the teacher because some 

children might not want to ask a questions? Miss Skinner said that one on one is difficult 

however if there was a specific issue for a child she suggested communicating to the 

teacher via email and they will respond. 

P6: Big thanks to Ms Murray so organised and great. The daily outline in the document is 

brilliant, pupils are enjoying the assemblies and the weekly plan is great, looking ahead 

and a good balance. Google meet, quizzes and so engaged with the kids and messages 

getting back and just nailed it with communication and a little written line as feedback is all 

that is needed and so chuffed with what is getting through. 

Parents question about one to one with new learning or is it a daily/weekly register? Miss 

Skinner is only collecting info to know so no one is missed and we would check in if we 

haven’t heard from someone because it is the school’s responsibility to know where the 

pupils are.  

Parents question if pupils can use google classroom as socialisation to interact with each 

other? Miss Skinner said that we do not have the capacity on google classroom and it is 

not the purpose of it because we are focussing on teaching and learning. Parents/carers 

have other ways to socialize, facetime etc. at home so it is not be used as a social 

platform. 

P7: Parent question regarding P7 having similar work as P5? Some of the kids are not 

motivated doing it and it is repetitive. There has not been a great deal of engagement and 

feedback on tasks.  Also like to have more French, everything on one document, different 

assignments and independence going up to high school. Miss Skinner said that we are 

trying to get the balance right and will discuss this further with Mr Barnes. The teachers 

can see work done even though not handed in so don’t need to keep it back and hand all 

in in one go. 

The phonecalls from school is from a withheld number so has no caller ID from the 

teachers calling. Everyone should get a check in phonecall before Friday. 
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4 AOB  



 

 

Miss Skinner said thank you to everyone, this is really helpful discussions and we 
appreciate the constructive feedback. Everyone is trying their best and we are all keen to 
have the children back in school as quickly and safely as possible.  

 

 

 Dates of Next Meetings 

 

To be decided  

 

 


