
 

 

 
Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

14th  October  2020 
Present: 
Lynn Kemp (Treasurer), Leanne Lowe (Nursery), Gillian Thomas (Nursery), Katie Medlam 
(P1), Jenny Sully (P2), Suzie Skeldon (P3/4), Gemma Luke (P4/5), Wendy Craig (P5/6), 
Suzanne Low (P6), Joanne Chatwin (P6), Lynne Bowers (P7) 

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen (DHT), Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Cllr 
Fiona O’Donnell, Veronica Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: 
Cllr Neil Gilbert, Caroline Gardiner Action 

1 Head Teacher Update 

Miss Skinner welcome everyone to the virtual meeting. 

There have been several positive Covid cases across ELC schools since our return in 

August.  The NHS track and trace system liaises with Head Teachers and the local 

authority staff in order to identify those who have been close contacts with anyone who 

tests positive.  It is important that we continue to be rigorous with our bubbles and our 

seating plans in class in order that we can identify pupils and staff who may be at risk if we 

were to have a positive case in school.  

The class teachers have continued to work incredibly hard to deliver high quality learning 

and teaching.  There are limitations with children being able to move around the classroom 

and access practical resources for active maths, PE etc. All recourses needs to be 

sanitised after being touched and we are trying to adapt the teaching and learning within 

the current covid restrictions that are in place. 

Google classroom is used for homework. 

It was hoped that our Parental Consultations could be done using google meet however 

because of confidentiality and logistical difficulties logging every parent/carer on it has 

been decided to follow up our interim reports with a 10 min phone call instead.  

There are still no volunteers for the position of Chair and Vice chairs on the Parent Council. 

There will be a dress up day for Halloween and parents/carers are asked to keep it simple 

and not send in accessories like broomsticks etc. It is not a fundraiser, just a fun event. 

Plans for Christmas are underway in school.  We will continue to try to keep all the usual 

traditions however we will be limited by some covid restrictions. There will still be a party 

for each class however they will be limited to one class at a time not year stages as we 

would normally do. Hopefully Santa will still be able to visit Nursery-P3 parties in some 

way! A decision has been made not to get professionally printed cards made this year.  

Previously the company had IT isssues that impacted on school staff having to sort out 

orders and although parents have volunteered to help out this is not possible this year due 

to covid. There was also discussion of things that could be added to Christmas to make it 

more festive, for example a digital Christmas raffle or tombola? Suzy and Jenny agreed to 

look into this. 

 

 

 



 

 

Mrs Banks has now left the nursery and her assembly was lovely with many tears.  She 

warmly thanked the Parent Council for her leaving gift which she very much appreciated. 

Playground games and activities were discussed and how to make playtime more fun for 

the pupils while they are still restricted to their bubbles. With money in the bank, the Parent 

Council is keen to support the school, for example chalk and there could be a box of 

resources for each bubble that could be rotated? Playground staff are trying to teach the 

children playground games or games that can be played without equipment at the 

moment. There would still be a need to clean the equipment in between use. 

The Time Garden and other areas of the school have had the bulbs planted and are being 

maintained by classes across the school. The classes have their own areas that they are 

managing and are very proud of what they have planted as part of their ‘Going Wild’ topic. 

2 Finance update 

There is approximately £2400 in the bank account on 14th October 2020. 

 

 

3 Year Stage Queries 

Nursery – Big thanks to Miss Skinner and the Nursery Team. New SEYP Mrs Allan has 

settled in well and the pupils are very happy in nursery. Thanks also for the introductory 

video because some parents can’t make it to drop off/pick up so it is much appreciated. 

Parent question about the school reports and if nursery is included? Miss Skinner said that 

there will be no Nursery reports however all pupils in school will get a progress phone call. 

For Nursery children it will be from their keyworker. The learning stories are still being 

added to in nursery and there will be the opportunity for them to be shared at home over 

the Christmas break and quarantined when sent back in January. 

Parent question if there could be a google classroom set up for nursery? Miss Skinner said 

that there had been a capacity issue during lockdown with allocating edubuzz accounts to 

some Nursery and P1 pupils. Miss Skinner will look into it to see if this has been resolved 

by the IT department at ELC. 

Parent question about hot lunches for Nursery? Miss Skinner said that these will be 

delivered to Nursery and parents will just need to log on to SchoolPay to order in advance. 

Parent question about the toilets and the need to wait if they are playing outside. Miss 

Skinner said that there is not the same free flow in and out due to covid restrictions and if 

playing outside the children have to come in through a gate and then through the front 

door so it takes longer. The staff do prompt the pupils to go to the toilets before going out 

to play as well. 

Parent question about Christmas and the plan for the younger pupils in nursery and the 

parents not being able to be part of it? Miss Skinner said that there will be Christmas 

celebrations.  Staff are currently trying to make their plans based on current restrictions. 

1140 hours question? Miss Skinner said that the nursery had been on track to implement 

the 1140 hours for August 2020 however this was halted across the country due to Covid 

and Scottish Government have reissued timescales for this to be in place. As Longniddry 

were in a later phase of the implementation plan we are awaiting further updates from 

ELC.  Some nurseries were already piloting 1140 so they have been allowed to resume 
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from October 2020. Cllr Bruce said that August 2021 is the likely date for implementation. 

Under current covid restrictions the Nursery capacity is 24 children with a staffing ratio of 

1:8.  Staff are still required to keep to 2m physical distancing however children can mix 

within their own bubble.  Staff are allocated to each bubble to avoid crossover. 

P1 – A massive big thanks to Miss Skinner for the communication sent out. Thank you to 

the class teachers for sharing comments and the photos on google classroom. Also 

parents shared that they are looking forward to the parental consultation phone call from 

the teacher. Miss Skinner thanked the parents/carers for their positive feedback which is 

appreciated as the staff are all working very hard. 

P2 – no issues to discuss  

P3 – Parent question if there could be additional guidance on homework task on google 

classroom? Miss Skinner said that the homework tasks are optional and the school is 

providing a range of home learning activities.  Engagement with these activities depends 

on the family circumstances. It is not about pressurising pupils to do extra work however 

home learning tasks allow parents/carers to see what learning their child is doing,the pupils 

can dip in or out and no one will be judged if it is not done. 

Big thanks from parents to the school and Council for organising an interim lollipop person 

to cover at the Co-op  

P3/4 – Big thanks to the staff for the photos and the work on google classroom. 

Parent question if there is extra time allocated for at lunchtime for slow eaters? Miss 

Skinner said that all pupils have 45min for lunch of which 20-25min is allocated to eat their 

food and then the children go outside to play. This is the same as it has always been there 

has been no reduction to lunchtime as a result of covid. The children are encouraged to 

eat the main part of their lunch inside eg their sandwiches etc them they can take their fruit 

or snacks outside to eat while they play. 

Parent question about swimming? Miss Skinner said that there is no swimming scheduled 

at the moment due to COVID and there are no plans yet on when it could start back. 

Parent question on the homework and catching up if a child has to isolate? Miss Skinner 

said that the class teacher will provide online learning for any child required to self isolate. 

All pupils are entitled to education during this time. 

P4/5 – Big thanks for the virtual open morning on google classroom and the parents are 

looking forward to the interim reports as well as the phone call. All pupils will get a small 

report and a slip with their allocated time slot for the call which will be held in November. 

Parent question about the open morning being held for one child and not the other sibling? 

Miss Skinner said that everyone will have had theirs posted online by Friday. 

Parent question about school photos? Miss Skinner said that it is unlikely that individual 

and family photos will be taken in the school because only essential persons can come 

into the school at this time. 

Parent question about school bags being introduced again? Miss Skinner has not made a 

decision yet and books are not being sent back and forth either at the moment. There are 

exceptions at the moment for some individual pupils who may have medical needs or other 

requirements . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Parent question about cycling to school again? Miss Skinner said that the playground is 

very busy due to the required 2m physical distancing so bringing in bikes increases the 

safety issues coming /going through the gates and increases congestion at the bike racks 

where the children will be mixing unnecessarily and potentially touching each others bikes. 

P5/6 – Parent question about the School reports? Miss Skinner said that the class 

teachers will assign CfE levels to the pupils based on their current assessments in class to 

date. Levels were allocated for the June reports based on an estimated level. Some of the 

pupils have come back to school with various gaps following the lockdown. Any pupils who 

have big gaps in their learning will not be brought down a level and any pupils that have 

exceeded their level will be assigned to the next level up. It will be highlighted in the 

comments section what each child’s next steps are. 

P6 – Parent question if P6 is also invited to the Preston Lodge transition evening together 

with P7? Miss Skinner said that it will depend on IT capacity this year however this event is 

normally open to both P6 and P7 parents/carers/children. There were 300 pupils logged on 

in June to the transition meeting. Info should be shared soon from PLHS regarding this. 

Parent question about how the hot lunches? Miss Skinner said that the children are 

currently eating their lunches in class however there are systems in place for them to 

collect their school lunch from the dining room. For Christmas dinner, arrangements are 

still being negotiated. 

P7 – Parent question about the Sex Education and the new teacher? Miss Skinner said 

that this teaching block will wait until the class has gotten to know Mr Barnes a bit better 

because it is important that they have a relationship with him first. There are only a few 

lessons to be taught and they will be scheduled in before the Christmas holidays. All 

parents/carers will get an email a week in advance to be more prepared for any questions. 

Parent question about bikeability starting up again? Miss Skinner has been in contact with 

the Outdoor Education Team who are keen to support this by bringing in additional help as 

we cannot use parent volunteers this year. 

Parent question about the P7 trip or activity this year? Miss Skinner said that in 

accordance with ELC guidance there will be no residentials during this school session.  

P7’s have continued to bring in their Friday dress down money, this money goes towards 

an end of term fun day out. We will continue to save this money and hopefully restrictions 

will be eased by June 2021 and we will be able to plan their end of term activity as normal. 
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4 AOB 

Question if there is an update on the school extension? Miss Skinner said that the first 

houses that are going up is for over 60’s so it won’t impact the school capacity just now. 

The overall school capacity is being looked and the team at ELC are working on projected 

numbers as there is always a long lead time for any changes that are needing made. The 

map of what the houses will look like went up today on the Cruden website. 

Parent question if the children can bring in a reading book from home and quarantine it 

from Friday to Monday in their tray? Miss Skinner said that this is fine.  

Parent question if ok to pick up a friends child from another bubble? Miss Skinner said that 

this is a grey area as it could be classed as emergency childcare however households 

should not be mixing indoors under the Level 3 guidance, this includes children.  

 

 

 



 

 

Miss Skinner expressed her thanks to the Parent Council members for their ongogin 

support.  She is appreciative of the spirit of the meetings and the questions raised she is 

always keen to know about parent’s concerns so they can be addressed. Also big thanks 

for taking the time to represent the parent body.  

Big thanks to Miss Skinner from the Parent members for all you do. 

 Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 25th November 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

 

 


