
 

 

 Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 
15th  January 2020 

Present: 
Leanne Van Rietvelde (Nursery PM), Katie Medlam (Nursery AM), Jenny Sully (P1), Caroline 
Gardiner (P2), Claire Blake (P2/3), Gemma Luke (P3/4), Suzanne Low (P4/5), Joanne 
Chatwin (P5), Wendy Craig (P7) 

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen, Veronica Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: 
Cllr Neil Gilbert, Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Cllr Fiona O’Donnell, Lynn Kemp, Lynne Bowers Action 

1 Minutes and Actions from the last meeting 

Katie volunteered to be the chair for the meeting and welcomed everyone. Apologies as 
above. 

Mrs Reynolds thanked the Parent Council for the gift card and leaving gift. 

The new Bike racks will be ordered soon and the Council will come and fit them. They will 
be situated at the front of the school building by the front gate, next to the grit bin. Miss 
Skinner will speak to the council regarding installation. 

The surface by the trim trail is being looked at and either needs more bark chippings or a 
change to a soft protective surface. Miss Skinner will follow this up with ELC property 
maintenance.  The council have also been asked to look at the P6/7 playground surface.  

Approval of the minutes from the previous meeting on 30th October 2019 

Proposed:  Jenny  
Seconded:  Gemma 
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2 Head Teacher Update 

Staffing: 
Mrs Jones is now working in Nursery on Mondays and Tuesdays up to June. Miss Matuszak 
our music specialist is now off on her maternity leave.  Her post will be advertised by ELC 
as a temporary, specialist post. 

Budget: 
The East Lothian Council Public Budget Consultation 2020 is still open and Miss Skinner 
suggested that the Parent Council members took the time to answer it. The council 
budgets continue to be challenging. The Parent Council members suggested to help pay 
for resources within the school and are happy to help fundraise for things needed. Miss 
Skinner thanked the PC members and will have a look to see what resources are needed. 

1140hrs: 
The Nursery 1140 hours of free early learning and childcare is to be rolled out in all 
nurseries by August 2020. Miss Skinner has been working closely with staff and parents 
regarding this. From August 2020 Longniddry will offer the 48 week model to 
parents/carers. This model is based on the current capacity of our nursery building 30/30 
and on the predicted numbers currently on our nursery waiting list.  From August, the 
nursery will be open 48 weeks a year, closed for 2 weeks at Christmas, bank holidays and 
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school in service days. The nursery will offer two extended sessions per day 8.00-12.45 
and 13.00-17.45, Monday to Friday. It is anticipated that there will be 2 pick-up times on 
offer, at 14.45 or 17.45.  

Miss Skinner is currently having meetings with the staff to discuss changes in their 
contracts, staff will be given the option to stay at Longniddry on a 48 week contract or to 
move location to a nursery offering 38 weeks. A centre manager will be appointed in one 
of the larger nurseries and will be responsible for child protection, health & safety etc. in 
the Head Teacher’s absence during holidays. The Nursery will be open during the summer 
holiday from 2021 onwards.  Parents/carers will be notified by the local authority of the 
system for offering the morning and afternoon places for their children in due course. 

3 ‘Clothes swap’ fundraiser  

Having a clothes swap fundraiser was discussed because it is something that parents 
suggested as a good way of recycling old dressing up clothes, world book day costumes, 
Christmas jumpers etc. Parents can bring in items to be swapped or they can choose items 
for a small donation. There will be an honesty box so the tables don’t have to be manned. 
Parents can just come and help themselves and also leave donations if they wish in the 
school office.  

Parent Council members will go through the clothes and wash, organise and store them 
and drop them off on the days that they are put up in school and in Nursery on week 
beginning 27th January 2020 for two days per week each. The clothes swap will also be 
available hopefully for the parent evening in February and for the World book day in 
March.  

 

4 Finance update  

Bank balance as of 15th January 2020 is £2934.09 

Other expenditures are the Bike rack and the bark or soft material for the trim trail. 

A request for funding is ipads or tablets for each class, 10 in total. The PC members are 
keen to support this and agreed that an amount in the region of £1000 would be 
acceptable. Miss Skinner will get a quote from the Council’s IT department. 

The PC members are committed to give of their own time to fundraise and ask for 
donations to be able to support the school with various resources needed that the school 
budgets don’t stretch to. They will write letters to local businesses to ask for funds and 
donations and will complete fundraising applications to the Area Partnership and the 
Council Educational Trust Fund amongst others.  

Setting up the Parent Council as a Charitable status or (PTA) was discussed, however this is 
not a focus right now because it relies on people volunteering to take this forward. 
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5 Future fundraising ideas 

Future fundraising ideas were discussed with ideas like: 

 A disco that doesn’t cost too much, including with a DJ. Suzie will ask someone. 

 A book sale with 50 pence per book 

 A beetle drive for Easter time with a scavenger hunt or treasure hunt and a bunny 
drive around the school grounds for the younger pupils. Miss Skinner check dates. 

 

 

SL 
 
 
SS 
 



 

 

 Daffodil tea as afternoon tea with home baking possibly Friday 6th March?  
Miss Skinner will check the school diary. 

Everyone agreed that more parent helpers and volunteers are needed for all events and 
will let everyone know in plenty of time and set up timeslots, for example 15min that 
everyone can sign up to. That way everyone knows what they are doing and when and it 
keeps it simple so not too much effort is needed. This will hopefully encourage more to 
help. 

SS 
 

6 Year Stage Queries 

Nursery pm – Parents are keen to find out about the 1140 Nursery hours. Miss Skinner is 
sending out the information to all parents. 

Nursery am – There was none. 

P1 – Parents had asked about the Christmas jumper day and Miss Skinner said that the 
children were asked to wear their Christmas jumper together with their uniform.  Further 
clarification was needed for some parents on this and Miss Skinner to take this forward. 

There had also been confusion about leaving time after the Christmas party as the whats 
on sheet stated 3.15pm when the P1 day finishes at 3.05pm. Miss Skinner was unaware of 
this but apologised for the typo and clarified that the P1 school day finishes at 3.05pm. 

The issue of class visits to the Church was raised again.  This was discussed at the last 
parent council meeting.  Miss Skinner clarified again that these are classed as ‘local’ visits 
and parents are normally notified in the class newsletter or via email when parent helpers 
are being sought.  

For the upcoming NSPCC assembly a parent queried whether P1-7 will receive the same 
info and input.  Miss Skinner clarified that P1-3 and P4-7 will have separate age specific 
assemblies. The P6-7 has also has separate workshop session following their assembly.  

A parent queried whether a detailed timetable could be issued showing what is taught 
each day in P1.  The Parent Council members all agreed that there is a lot of information 
about what the pupils are doing and when in newsletters, on twitter, on the website and 
Mrs Brown also puts up information in the class window.  

The Parent Council members thanked Miss Skinner and staff for all the hard work in 
providing all this info and are very grateful and appreciate the time taken to write this 
down and circulate to everyone, keeping everyone informed. It was agreed that three 
class newsletter per year is more than enough. Miss Skinner will speak directly to the 
parent in question if they have further concerns about the content of the school day in P1. 

P2 – There was none. 

P2/3 – Feedback from pupils/parents was that the cupcake competition was great 
however some felt the timing was not ideal as it was in the week of the school concerts. 
Miss Skinner noted this feedback however the competition had been organised by the 
House Captains in P7 and was set in a week where there was no additional homework. 

P3/4 – There was none. 

P4/5 – There was none. 

P5 – A question was raised about the progression of French language taught in P1-7?  
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Miss Skinner clarified that there is a planned curriculum with a clear progression. Mrs 
MacFadyen said that there are gaps as classes have started their learning at different 
points. Class teachers therefore have to start their teaching based on their previous 
knowledge. 

P6 – Parents are asking about the sex education topic for P6? Miss Skinner said that a 
parent info session is planned for Feb/March prior to the block of teaching on 
Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenting Input.   

P7 – Parents are asking if they can attend the ‘Burns Blether’? Miss Skinner said no as this 
is traditionally an event where the P7’s invite older relations, friends and members of the 
community into school to share their learning . There is a Burns Assembly that all parents 
can attend instead. 

 
 
 
 

7 AOB 

A School review is coming up and Miss Skinner asked if some of the Parent Council 
members could come in and speak to the review team. Some of the questions will be 
around how involved parents feel in the school, the wider life of the school, planning, 
school policies, school improvement, self evaluation etc. SS will send an invitation to the 
PC members once the schedule has been set. 

The Gala date has now changed to the 20th June 2020 because it was previously set for the 
same week as the Highland show.  

There is and ASN app course at Windygoul Primary School at the end of January 2020. 
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 Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 

Wednesday 27th May 2020 AGM 

 


