
 

 

 
Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

25th November 2020 
Present: 
Gillian Thomas (Nursery), Katie Medlam (P1), Jenny Sully (P2), Suzie Skeldon (P3/4), 
Gemma Luke (P4/5), Wendy Craig (P5/6), Suzanne Low (P6), Joanne Chatwin (P6),  

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen (DHT), Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Cllr 
Fiona O’Donnell, Cllr Neil Gilbert 

Apologies: 
Caroline Gardiner Veronica Brown (Clerk), Lynn Kemp (Treasurer), Leanne Lowe 
(Nursery),  Lynne Bowers (P7)  Action 

1 Actions from Previous Meeting 

Miss Skinner to chase up access to google classroom for Nursery children as we are not 
sure if there is capacity within the current IT systems for them to have indv log ins.   

It was agreed that due to ongoing covid restrictions that the idea of playground activity 
baskets for each class would be revisited in the spring.  Currently all equipment needs to 
be wiped down after each indv child has used it which is not practical for break and lunch.  
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2 Head Teacher Update 

Miss Skinner welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting. 

School and nursery continues to operate within the current covid-19 restrictions laid out by 

Scottish Government and ELC.  Class bubbles continue in the playground and there is a 

strict seating plan within the classrooms to allow for close contacts to be traced should 

there be a positive covid case in school.  There continue to be a number of ongoing 

positive cases in local schools and children and staff are therefore required to self isolate 

for 14 days if they are identified as close contacts. 

There has been a slight relaxation with the nursery bubble and the children are now one 

group on a Mon/Tue and another group on a Wed/Thu.  This means that there is now only 

one entrance/exit to nursery and the room and garden area has been opened out again for 

free flow play.  Indoor PE is now permitted for P1-7 although there are still limitations to the 

equipment being used and the activities that can be planned. 

Staff continue to wear face coverings in corridors and around the school building and when 

working in close proximity to the children.  Staff are continuing to maintain the 2m physical 

distancing from other adults in the building at all times. Parents/carers continue to be 

supportive by wearing face coverings at drop off/pick up time, by limiting the numbers in 

the playground and by maintaining 2m physical distancing from one another. 

As previously intimated there has been a slight change to the Christmas holiday dates with 

school closing a day early and starting back in January 2021 as day earlier.  This slight 

change should help minimise the need for any contact tracing to take place on Christmas 

Day and Boxing Day should any positive cases in schools be identified. 

There has been lots of positive feedback from parents/carers with regard to our interim 

reports and progress report phone calls.  Thoughts and feedback from the Parent Council 

were welcomed and discussed. 

 

 

 



 

 

Planning for Christmas in school is now well underway and despite Covid restrictions we 

are trying to stick with as many traditions as possible.  A comprehensive newsletter will be 

issued next week to all parents/carers detailing information about Christmas parties, lunch, 

teacher gifts, Christmas cards, Christmas Jumper Day, Panto and School Nativity.  

2 Finance update 

There is approximately £2400 in the bank account on 14th October 2020. 

 

 

3 Year Stage Queries 

Nursery – some parents/carers are reporting that they are not getting all the email 

communications from nursery Miss Skinner to check email distribution list for any errors.  

Concern raised that not all children know the names of the other children in their group.  

Miss Skinner to check this with nursery staff. 

P1 – query about when bikes/scooters are permitted in school again.  Miss Skinner 

explained again that due to the congestion in the playground and at the bike rack this was 

still not permitted.  There was a query about whether P1 would do a Nativity this year.  This 

was confirmed and info will be shared in the Dec newsletter.  Concern raised about P1’s 

not wearing their coats in the playground.  The children are frequently reminded about this 

by all staff however it has been quite mild lately and the children are often warm when 

running about in the playground.  Miss Skinner will ask playground supervisors to monitor. 

P2 – query about where P2’s are eating lunch.  All classes Nursery-P7 are eating in their 

classrooms and lunch is delivered by the kitchen staff. 

P3 – query about whether homework will continue on google classroom.  Miss Skinner 

confirmed this will be the case as there are restricitons to the amount of things coming 

from home/school and any books etc require to be quarantined for 72 hours.  In addition 

staff are keen that children continue to use their IT skills learned in lockdown to access 

google classroom as should there be any further periods of blended learning then google 

classroom will once again be used to deliver this.  A query was raised about Christmas 

arrangements and this will be detailed in the Dec newsletter issued next week. 

P3/4 – no issues raised 

P4/5 – query about whether P4/5 will be doing the John Muir Award in line with the P5/6 

and p6 classes who have completed it this term.  Miss Skinner will speak with Miss Hart 

about her plans for this.  Usually P5’s do this in the summer term.  Positive feedback from 

parents/carers regarding the parent phonecalls and the report cards. 

P5/6 – query about whether AR will be stopping in P4-7.  Miss Skinner explained that there 

had been staff discussion regarding the most effective use of the system.  AR costs the 

school a lot of money to run every year and if it is not being used in the most effective way 

then we would be looking into this further.  Staff have been reminded about its uses to 

support the teaching of reading and the data that is available to support this.  Mrs 

MacFadyen is continuing to monitor its use and support class teachers with this.  A number 

of schools have stopped using it due to cost implications.  There was also a query about 

the use of Twitter across the school with some classes using it more often than others to 

share learning.  Miss Skinner will speak to all staff regarding this as it is a very good tool 

for sharing what is happening in every classroom. 
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P6 – positive feedback regarding parent/carer phone calls and reports which were very 

detailed and useful.  Many parents felt phone calls were more detailed than face to face 

consultations.  

P7 – query about transition meeting scheduled for 2/12/20.  Info has been sent from PLHS.  

Also with such a small class transitioning to PLHS will there be thought given to class 

compositions?  Miss Skinner and P7 teacher are always closely involved in this process 

with PLHS and careful consideration will be given to friendship groups this year.  There 

was also a query about what the P7 would be able to ‘look forward to’ in their final year as 

many of the traditional events would be restricted due to covid.  Miss Skinner reassured 

parents that they will try to keep as many things as possible such as the P7 leavers show 

although this may need to be done digitally this year, the P7 leavers day and plans are 

underway to look at a draft outdoor learning experience in place of school camp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 AOB 

Miss Skinner wondered if Parent Council would be willing to pay for a ‘treat’ for P1-7 to 

have during the online panto this year?  Parent Council agreed to this and Miss Skinner 

will purchase and submit receipts to PC Treasurer to be reimbursed. 

Miss Skinner also wondered whether Parent Council would be happy to support the 

purchase of ipads or chromebooks tablets for the school.  They could be used in class and 

would support teachers/children to use twitter, upload photos and would enhance our 

digital provision in school.  Parent Council were happy to support this and Miss Skinner 

agreed to contact ELC IT Dept to get a quote for 10 chromebook tablets. 

Discussion took place regarding fundraising activities for Christmas eg a raffle or hampers.  

It was agreed that due to tight time scales and covid restricitions this would not happen 

before Christmas but would be looked at again in 2021.  It was agreed that if the purchase 

of the tablets goes ahead this info would be shared with parents/carers so they knew 

where the PC money had been spent and this might be an incentive for future fundraising. 

Fiona  O’Donnell asked if school were aware of Christmas collections being made by the 

Pennypit Trust in Prestonpans as part of their Jingle Bags collections.  Miss Skinner 

agreed to highlight this in the December newsletter to be shared with all parents/carers. 

Newsletter would also highlight again the food provision available at the Longniddry 

Pantry. 

Fiona also asked if there had been any confirmation about the plans for the enrolment 

process for P1’s for Aug 2021.  This is currently being discussed by the school placement 

team and new processes are being devised in line with covid-19 restrictions.  Further info 

to HT’s to follow. 

Fiona asked about the uptake on the hot meals at Longniddry.  A regular number of 

children in P1-3 order the hot meal option however there is less uptake in P4-7.  The daily 

average is between 50-75 children but this includes the nursery children who are entitled 

to a free school meal as they attend for a full day. 
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 Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 3rd February 2021 7pm – Google Meet 

 

 

 


