
 

 

 
Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

10th  November  2021 
Present: 
Gillian Thomas (Chair), Lynn Kemp (Treasurer), Leanne Lowe (P1), Elaine Ramsay (P1/2), 
Suzy Low (P2/3), Jenny Sully (P3/4), Anna Davies (P4), Gemma Luke (P5), Wendy Craig 
(P6/7), Joanne Chatwin (P7), 

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen (DHT), Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Cllr 
Fiona O’Donnell, Cllr Neil Gilbert, Veronica Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: 
Lynne Bowers, Katie Medlam Action 

1 Welcome and minutes from the last meeting 

Gill Thomas opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  

Apologies from Katie Medlam and Lynne Bowers. Suzy Skeldon has now stepped down 
from the PC and thanks go to her for her time as Parent Council member. Anna was 
welcomed as the new P4 rep. 

The minutes from the meeting on 22nd September 2021 were approved. 

 

2 Head Teacher Update 

Miss Skinner and Mrs MacFadyen have the results of the homework survey and this will 

inform the new home learning policy.  This will be shared at the next parent council 

meeting. 

Staffing levels have continued to be impacted by covid. There is a council wide shortage of 

supply staff. We also have a longer staffing absence that is not covid related where we 

have supply cover in place. Thanks go to all part time school staff who are working 

additional hours and being flexible to help cover and support the school and nursery during 

this time. 

Education Scotland visited school as part of a nationwide thematic inspection in February.  

This was focussing on our ‘covid recovery planning’. This was a positive visit. We 

discussed local approaches to ‘recovery’ and planning that was in place pre-covid that we 

had continued during lockdown.  We felt as the school is at the heart of our community 

with a strong ethos we were in a good place and built on what we already knew about our 

learners and their families. We felt we supported parents/carers well with our remote 

learning offer and learned from ongoing feedback what was working and what was not.  

Our return to school focus was on Health & Wellbeing was crucial. The Inspector had a 

tour around the school, spoke to pupils and staff and had a presentation from a group of 

pupils who talked about their own experiences of remote learning and returning to school 

following lockdown. This report will feed into a wider Education Scotland report. The 

feedback was positive with the inspector saying that he felt the love and nurture in the 

school and the very strong Rights Respecting work that we do underpinned of this.  They 

felt we had areas of good practice that was worthy of being shared nationally. 

This year in school our ‘Focus Friday’ whole school theme will be based around the 

Nurture Principles starting with ‘school as a safe base’.  

 

 

 



 

 

The Authority are replacing all IT interactive whiteboard for schools in East Lothian so we 
will be replacing all boards in the building soon. Cllr Bruce said that it was not cost 
effective to keep the old whiteboards with maintenance charges and this will be more cost 
effective long term. 

2 PC Finance update 

There is approximately £1800 in the bank account on 10th November 2021. 

Expenditure is earmarked funds for chrome book tablets which comes to approx £1400. 
This leaves £400 in available funds and we also have the P7 hoodies that will be about 
£600.  

More fundraising was discussed to get the funds up again. 

Tea towels monies are now in and we are getting them before Christmas. They are £4 per 
tea towel and thanks to Gemma and Katie for organising. Gemma shared a picture of the 
tea towels. Miss Skinner thanked Gemma and Katie for organising this as it was a huge 
amount of work and much appreciated by parents and staff. 

Suzy is organising the Christmas raffle with a suggested a theme for each class with 
gardening, garden toys, drinks, Christmas movie etc. We will send 5 raffle tickets home 
with each child and have ordered 400 books. Parents can send in cash and there are extra 
books from the office. The draw is w/b Monday 13th December. We now have a licence for 
gambling from the council. Suzy has paid for licence and the tickets, Lynn will write a 
cheque to Suzy. 
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3 Year Stage Queries 

Nursery – Only good feedback from parents. They appreciate the feedback form that was 

sent out and the additional 3pm pick up on a Friday was well received. Thanks very much. 

P1 – The Parent Consultation was great and parents are wondering how often are they? 

Miss Skinner said that it is 2-3 per year as well as an end of session paper report in June 

every year. The next one is a phone call in February/March and there is a virtual open 

morning planned with children sharing their classroom and learning in February. 

Parent Question about sending in monies for tea towel when the children are too young to 

be responsible for it? Miss Skinner said that parents can hand monies in to the office and 

the pupils bags were checked regularly for envelopes too. 

Question about having a Nativity play for P1/P2? Miss Skinner said that we will do 

something similar to what we had last year; P1 will do a nativity and P2-P7 will sing 

Christmas songs that will be part of the end of term assembly celebrations. The music 

teacher is working with classes in P3-P7 singing Christmas songs.  These can be viewed 

on google classroom in December. 

P1/2 – Parents reporting happy children and all is good, thanks very much. 

P2/3 – Parent question about scooters as other schools in ELC are now allowing bikes 
and scooters to schools? Miss Skinner is looking into this because mitigations are lifting 
slightly and children are encouraged to be active. There is congestion already in the P1/2 
area of the playground. Different solutions were discussed including using different 
entrances and Miss Skinner will think about it and make a decision and send out an email 
to all parents. We also got a donation from Co-op of bike racks that still needs to be fitted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Question about School photo? Miss Skinner said that covid mitigations still only allow 

essential visitors to come into schools so there are no plans for this to happen. 

P3/4 – As the class teacher is currently absent Miss Skinner will put together a short 

progress report to show where each of the pupils are in their learning and can answer any 

specific learning or wellbeing questions that parents have. It is challenging for supply staff 

to carry out parent consultations however parents are very welcome to get in touch if they 

have any concerns. 

Question if the children can play Snakes and Ladder with the dice and other games and 

have a box of toys in the playground? Miss Skinner said yes we can look again at buying a 

garden trug for each class that is named and colour coded and each trug can have a small 

selection of toys. The class will need to be responsible for their own box and toys and it 

would be great for spring time. 

P4 – A parent question if it is possible to opt out from having a plastic water bottle in the 

packed lunch on a Friday? Miss Skinner will look into it and is aware since this was posted 

on social media by another school . It might be that school has to provide it so there is 

equity for everyone since not everyone might have a water bottle in school. We will also 

look again at milk carton and tetra pack recycling. A local company is doing it too. We can 

go back and look again at doing a campaign with a plastic free lunch day and raise it with 

the school cook. 

Parent question if we can have a recycling bucket for things like crisp packets out with 

school? Mrs MacFadyen said yes we can again look at this for example a Hessian back 

tied up in a central place and it might work. 

It was mentioned if it could be possible for a photographer to come to the playground out 

with school hours?  

Also mentioned if ok to plant free trees in the Playground garden area? Miss Skinner said 

yes to plant trees because ELC are taking part in the Queen’s canopy for planting trees 

and we just need to speak to ELC for them to survey the playground and to get 

permission. 

P5 – Parent Question about Bikeability? Miss Skinner said that this depends on available 

bikeability trained staff but we were due to do it and class teachers will update 

parents/carers with dates.  

Question about Homework and a Times tables challenge? Mrs MacFadyen said that this 

was started to consolidate learning. We need to look at how much homework we will have 

across the school and target certain areas especially for reading. 

The children were positive about the Children’s Parliament input. 

Miss Skinner previously sent an email to all parents about PE kit to clarify, this was for 

gymnastics. PE with Miss Hume is always on a Thursday. 

Parents asked for clarification on covid procedures and warn and inform letters. Miss 

Skinner said that the guidance is for close contact to isolate, there is no requirement for 

isolating the whole classes when there is a positive case.  Where positive cases are 

identified the whole class is issed with a warn and inform letter.  If parents/carers test 

positive the whole household should self isolate for 10 days.  Parents are begin very 

supportive in following the guidance.  
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P6 – A parent question if the Teacher could please remind the children that forget 

frequently to bring home their reading books? Miss Skinner said that yes, the teacher will 

be prompting every day however children at P6 should also be developing independence 

in preparation for High School. 

P6/7– Question about assemblies in school? Miss Skinner said that due to covid, we can’t 

bring 200 pupils together in the hall at the moment so assemblies are continuing virtually. 

School camp and residential trips are still a no from ELC in terms of risks and booking etc. 

Parents has asked if we can please clarify where the Parent Council monies has being 

spent? Miss Skinner said that this is done regularly in newsletters.  A separate PC 

newsletter has also be sent out  previously.  We just need someone to pull it together if we 

want to put an updated newsletter out.  Gill/Suzy will be happy to lead on this.  

Big thanks from the parents for the homework and timetables challenge. 

P7 – Parents are reporting that the children are excited about having their buddies, thank 

you. 

Parent question if the school with COP26, can encourage parents to not drive to school? 

Miss Skinner will send out something to parents and there is only so much input and 

influence the school can have and it also depends on their family situation. The school can 

bring it to the pupils and with pupils asking parents to walk instead as this might help 

parents to not choose the car. 

Question about communication and newsletters? Parent look for key information and some 

things are just skimmed through to get dates for the diary. Miss Skinner said that Covid 

info is shown at the end of newsletters, email correspondence and on the school website. 

This always the latest guidance so some things has been added or taken out so it might 

look similar to before. There is also a link to info from the school calendar at the bottom of 

the newsletter. 

Miss Skinner is working on a Christmas countdown calendar with a virtual Santa, 

Christmas Party and Christmas lunch that is booked and paid for online. 
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4 AOB 

Big thanks to Miss Skinner from Cllr Fiona O’Donnell for everything you do. 

We had a playground tidy on Sunday for two hours clearing planters, filling bags, had the 
scrapers out getting rid of moss and it looks really fresh and has opened our eyes to rotten 
wood and nails in the seating arena. Thanks Elaine for organising and everyone got stuck 
in and gave it a good tidy. Miss Skinner is aware that things needs looked at and we had 
some wood replaced in planters and the parents can do help do it and it needs to be safe. 
The School has previously paid to replace wood and could ask a joiner to donate time and 
wood and parents can donate time and happy to take this forward. Gill Thomas husband 
can check with companies for new plants and other places selling things. Fiona O'Donnell 
mentioned to get in touch with Longniddry in Bloom on social media and Elaine will take it 
forward. It was suggested to make it a regular thing and to have heather and lavender 
being hardy plants and ask for donations at local places too. Thanks very much everyone 
for coming and taking part. 

Miss Skinner will make sure the kids are involved too. Because they can’t harvest during 
the summer it is always overgrown.  Each class is allocated a planting area and kids are 
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taking responsibility however it always needs attention. Some older children are accessing 
the playground during weekends and the community police are aware and involved in 
monitoring that. A question with the school being open during the summer will this help? 
Miss Skinner said that the area is available all times anyway and the community local 
companies and charities are keen to take on a project too. There are certain charities who 
help and the Parent Council members will check with their contacts and pass to Elaine. 

 

 Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 26th January 2022 at 7.00pm 

 

 

 


