
 
Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

26th January 2022 
Present: 
Gillian Thomas (Chair), Leanne Lowe (P1), Elaine Ramsay (P1/2), Suzy Low (P2/3), Katie 
Medlam (P2/3), Jenny Sully (P3/4), Anna Davies (P4), Gemma Luke (P5), Wendy Craig 
(P6/7), Joanne Chatwin (P7) 

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen (DHT), Cllr Fiona O’Donnell, 
Cllr Neil Gilbert, Veronica Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: 
Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Lynn Kemp, Lynne Bowers 

 Action 

1 Welcome and Minutes of the last meeting 

Gill Thomas welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2022. 

Actions from the last meeting were the plastic water bottles on a Friday which is resolved. 

The ELC 1140hrs Nursery survey has been sent out and parents have been asked to 

complete 

Bikeability is going ahead and is scheduled for this week for P6’s and P7’s 

 

2 Head Teacher Update 

Miss Skinner is looking forward to this term and some easing of some covid-19 restrictions. 

Covid is still presenting some challenges with staff absence and we there were 45 positive 

confirmed pupil cases at the end of the last term that had a massive impact on teaching 

and learning. We are trying to do the best and continue to deliver continuity of learning as 

well as trying to close any identified learning gaps however it continues to be really 

challenging and the priority is to get the children into school for face to face learning. 

Lunches are back in the dining room with mitigations in place apart from for P6 & P7.  We 

are having to invoke remote learning for individual classes if we don't have enough staff to 

cover which is a real possibility. 

Plans are going ahead for Bikeability, the outdoor learning team are delivering ACE escape 

for all P7’s this will include a trip to Gosford pond for water sports, tree climbing etc 

We had Burns Scottish celebrations in school with poems and singing which the children 

enjoyed. 

All classes will be filming a virtual ‘open morning ‘ which will be posted onto google 

classroom and it will be shared with parents/carers so they can get a flavour of the current 

learning in classrooms. 

Parental consultation phone calls will be before Easter and written reports in June. 

Our ongoing focus is on Health & Well Being, Literacy and Numeracy and closing and 

identified learning gaps including some social and emotional gaps. 

 



Staffing update; Mrs Mitchell will be retiring at Easter time, she has been at Longniddry for 

nearly 20 years so big shoes to fill and the vacancy is being advertised. Our Senior Early 

Years Priactitioner post is also being readvertised (SEYP) We are looking for an 

experienced nursery practitioner to lead the team and we hope to get someone third time 

lucky. Our PE specialist Miss Hume is also taking up a secondment until June and we have 

a new PE specialist starting soon to cover during this time. 

August class structures are being looked at so please remember to let the school know if 

there are any leavers so we can start planning. P1 applications have been made and we 

await the outcome of any placing requests before we can start to structure classes. The 

max class size for P1 is 25 pupils. This year ELC has allocated 9 classes and they will 

decide how many classes there will be for next year based on the school roll. We anticipate 

enrolments from the new Longniddry Village development although not as many as 

expected at the moment.  Pupils from Blindwells development will be hosted at Cockenzie 

until the new school is built there. 

Our new draft homework policy has been shared with everyone and parents, staff and 

pupils have been involved in it. The Relationships, Sexual Health & Parenting (RSHP) 

curriculum has changed with regard to content and its delivered and some of the language 

and topics being discussed will start earlier in school. This will need further parental 

engagement sessions and communication before going ahead and parents/carers will be 

informed. Gemma said it is worth for parents to look at the RHSP website for more info. 

3 Treasurer update 

There is approximately £3400.00 in the bank account on 26th January 2022. 

Income: The tea towels made £760 and we had a profit of £93 from it. Lynn will collect the 

rest of the monies next week. 

Expenditure: It was discussed to reimburse the Chromebooks however this might not be 

needed. Other upcoming expenditure is the P7 hoodies. 

The PC members approved a gift for Mrs Mitchell as a long serving staff leaver. 

Post meeting PC agreed to Mrs MacFadyen purchasing the playground equipment that was 

discussed and requested by the children.  £600 was agreed from the tea towel monies. 
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4 Fundraising updates (tea towels and hampers) 

Fundraising was discussed and it was suggested asking the pupils what they want and put 

together a wish list. Mentioned was the Trimtrail, Playground, Benches, Time Garden and 

perhaps the parents want something visual in the playground so they can see where the 

monies were spent? Miss Skinner will ask the pupils and the staff for a wish list of what 

they want to see. 

The School will pay for bigger repairs for the trimtrail and will get a quote for this as it 

needs maintained so it doesn’t get to a stage where it is unusable. House captains can ask 

the kids what they want in the playground and the Playground equipment has not been 

used much due to covid and each class has one box that is their responsibility. 
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Orders are placed at the moment before the end of the financial year and £500 from the 

Parent Council has been approved to be spent on the playground. 

Elaine has drafted a letter asking local garden places for some hardy plants for the planters 

and will get some prices and the PC members are happy to fund things too. 

It was also discussed to run an April fundraiser to get use of the lottery licence with a draw 

in school like we did for Christmas? Suzi will look into it. 

Having a School lottery was also discussed using a company for it who manages everything 

to also make use of the lottery licence? Miss Skinner will run it by ELC for pros and cons 

first and know that other schools have it. 

It was discussed looking into having a school app again. Miss Skinner will look into 

procurement from ELC and how the IT licence with contacts to apps/phones/school could 

be allowed? Also think about logistics, financial commitment and benefit to what we have 

now. We can also ask around to see what companies other schools are using? 
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5 Year Stage updates 

Nursery – No updates 

P1 –The Nativity did not go ahead due to covid and large numbers of pupils absent 

however the pupils were filmed singing in the playground instead and this was posted 

google classroom for other children/parents/carers to see. 

Question if someone is helping the pupils to find their friends in the playground?  

Playgrounds supervisors are in the playground to help support any friendship issues. 

Miss Skinner said that the playground equipment has been safety checked and requires 

some repair which is being dealt with by ELC, smaller equipment will come out in the 

springtime when it is dry again. 

We have been having a weekly playtime disco that has been enjoyed by the children. 

Question if the light for the Astroturf can be turned back on? Miss Skinner said that the 

school can’t access this because they not responsible for the astro and the light switch is in 

the football pavilion. 

Question if there is extra care to help process emotions? Miss Skinner said that we have a 

good program embedded in school called ‘emotion works’ this supports children to talk 

about and identify their emotions and how you feel and we also have regular circle times 

where the children talk about any issues and solutions and steps to take. The playground 

also has visual emotion works cogs. We are trying to make sure we are working together 

with home and school and we are speaking to parents/carers if issues are raised and vice 

versa. Parents are encouraged to get in touch if they have concerns. 

P1/2 – Question about air filters in the classroom? Miss Skinner said that each classroom 

has a CO2 monitor and we record and follow up on the levels over a 24h period and it is 

ongoing work with ELC/Scot Gov. The school has no areas flagged as a concern. Suzi said 

that CO2 monitors were discussed at the ELAPCM meeting and ELC is trying to get funding 

for more monitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P2 – Question if the school photographer can come back? Yes Miss Skinner will book at 

the earliest point when mitigations for visitors in school are lifted. 

And School trips again? Currently local trips are permitted again and there is a working 

party looking at residential trips.  This will need further discussion/planning for 2022/23 

P3 – Everyone is happy to have Ms Hart back. 

P3/4 – Parent are delighted about water bottles and thanks very much as it helps to 

reduce plastic. Miss Skinner has been in touch with a local company that offers a collection 

service for recycling milk cartons and will look into if there is a cost to the scheme. 

P4/5 – Question about photos in school. Very grateful for the open mornings on google 

classroom and big thanks to Mrs Brown for supporting the class and the talks and feedback 

is appreciated. 

Some parents are unsure about levels and where the children are at the moment? Is there 

an interim report as not able to always catch the Teacher at the door? Miss Skinner said 

that work has been sent home so parents could look at a piece of writing to see progress 

and this will happen again prior to the Easter break. We have Parent consultations around 

October break, Easter and the end of June report. Parents can always speak to a teacher 

and email in if concerned and the children are willing to share their learning. 

P5/6 – No updates 

P6/7 – Question about allowing residential trips when other councils are? Miss Skinner 

said that ELC have made a specific decision regarind g residential trips for 2021/22. ELC 

paid out significant monies to refund parents/carers for cancelled trips due to covid. ELC 

now has additional checks and processes with an approved list of venues, terms and 

conditions etc for school trips. HT/DHT who are booking will need to undertake a training 

course and is ultimately responsible for booking any trip, in particular residential trips. 

At the moment with covid, the school can’t guarantee staffing for each class from one day 

to the next as we do not have additional staffing in school.  To staff a residential trip 

teachers and support staff give up their own time to accompany groups. Logistically it is 

not possible to guarantee staffing will be in place as there is no additional capacity for 

cover. It is not a given that every year classes will go on residential trips however so far 

we have had great opportunities and it is a valuable experience for our children. 

Cllr O’Donnell said that ELC took a big hit financially and moving on we need these 

experiences and hopefully we can get back to having trips again. 

P7 – Parent querying if the Parent consultation phone call can be longer than 10min? Miss 

Skinner said no as this is part of teachers working time agreements (the face to face 

consultations are only 10mins) We are always here for the parents and anyone wanting to 

discuss a specific concern are very welcome to send an email and they will receive a reply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 AOB 

Gill Thomas has written a Parent Council newsletter that Miss Skinner distribute to parents. 

Wendy asked about the collection that was made before lockdown towards the then P7’s 

leaving do? Do they still want to get together again for a day or can the monies be gifted 

to the school or a Charity? Miss Skinner said that the monies can’t be given back to the 

pupils because we don’t know who has given what amount. Wendy will ask the previous 

parents and pupils what they want to do. 

Question if the Nursery 1140hrs survey is being published? Miss Skinner said that she 

thinks we will only get the data however sometimes if there is a particular issue feedback 

will be given.   Cllr O’Donnell said that the school will get a report and suggested that the 

parents to use up the hours because they are there and on offer? 

Suzi will put together items discussed from the ELAPCM meeting and Gill can add things to 

the Parent Council newsletter. 

Gill will share PC info of what’s involved and clearly show where the monies are going. 

What the PC do and don’t do and the meetings are not to raise concerns about a specific 

child as these are raised directly with the class teacher, HT or DHT instead. 
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Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 4th May 2022 at 7.00pm 

And AGM in June 

 

 

 


