
 

 

 
Longniddry Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

2nd  September 2020 
Present: 
Lynn Kemp (Treasurer), Leanne Lowe (Nursery), Gillian Thomas (Nursery), Jenny Sully 
(P2), Caroline Gardiner (P3), Suzie Skeldon (P3/4), Gemma Luke (P4/5), Suzanne Low 
(P6), Joanne Chatwin (P6), Lynne Bowers (P7) 

In Attendance: 
Sheona Skinner (Head Teacher), Stephanie MacFadyen (DHT), Cllr Lachlan Bruce, Cllr 
Fiona O’Donnell, Veronica Brown (Clerk) 

Apologies: 
Cllr Neil Gilbert, Katie Medlam,  Action 

1 Head Teacher Update 

Miss Skinner welcome everyone to the virtual meeting and thanked everyone for coming 

and logging onto the videocall. For the past year, the Parent Council hasn’t had a Chair or 

Vice Chair and it was agreed to keep the Chair position on a rolling basis again until 

someone is appointed. Miss Skinner will chair the online meetings this session. The AGM 

is also held in June every year, however this was missed due to COVID and it was decided 

not to have one until the next scheduled AGM so it will be held in June 2021 instead. The 

meetings for the session 2020/21 will continue to be virtual and will focus on a catch up of 

what is going on at school and parent questions. 

The school started back again for the session at full capacity and the pupils have been 

very happy and settled. It has been challenging however we are following all Scottish 

Government and East Lothian guidance with regards to health and safety.  The school is 

operating on a rigorous Risk Assessment and keeps monitoring the safety procedures in 

the school with class bubbles, one way system, 2m distancing and is staggering the break 

times and lunches. Nursery has slightly different hours and has two full days and alternate 

Fridays. The setup is working well and there has been great feedback from the parents so 

far. 

The school is fully staffed and there is a preferred candidate for Mrs Banks nursery post 

with a start date at the end of September. 

Mrs MacFadyen said that the kids were so lovely on the first day back and so keen to be 
back to school and is a testament to the staff of how well it went starting back again. 

The next Parent Consultation is due in October and it was discussed how to share the 
pupils learning and it was decided that there will be an interim report emailed home and 
the plan is for a virtual parent consultation over google meet with 10min timeslots. 
Teacher’s phone calls will be scheduled for the ones that would prefer this. 

 

 

 

2 Selection of office bearers 

Chair – Vacant 

Vice Chair – Vacant 

Treasurer – Lynn Kemp 

Nursery – Leanne Lowe and Gillian Thomas 

P1 – Katie Medlam 

P2 – Jenny Sully 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

P3 – Caroline Gardiner 

P3/4 – Suzie Skeldon 

P4/5 – Gemma Luke 

P5/6 – Vacant (now filled by Wendy Craig) 

P6 – Suzie Low and Joanne Chatwin 

P7 – Lynne Bowers 

 

3 Year Stage Queries 

Nursery – Great feedback from the parents on full days, especially from working parents 

and great that the kids can have lunch, which is a big positive. They also liked the divided 

door entry system. Parent question of when the children can all play together again? Miss 

Skinner said the pupils are in their bubbles as a result of covid restrictions. The nursery 

room has been split and the play area has been separated and allocated a garden area to 

help protect the bubble and the staff are limited to crossing over between the groups to 

reduce risk of infection. The pupils have access to both garden and play areas of a 2 

weekly rotation to make sure they are getting the same experience 

P1 – A big thank you to the teachers and the google classroom is great and really like 

being able to post and see photos. Parent question about how long it will be until school 

bags are coming back? This will be reviewed on an ongoing basis however the amount of 

items the children are bringing to school is limited. It is fine to take a carrier bag to school if 

needed. 

P2 – Parents really liked the soft start back to school and it was nice and calm and better 

to not be lining up and it was an easy transition. Question if it would be possible to keep 

this system? Miss Skinner explained that during the first week back we had three extra 

staff and there are not enough staff in school to supervise doors, cloakrooms and 

classrooms for a soft start. Another question of when the hot lunches are coming back? 

Facilities are working with Education department on the options of lunches and there might 

be a panini, hot roll option or soup coming soon. The packed lunches from home can also 

have a flask with soup or hot pasta as some parents already do. A parent question about 

when homework will start again? Yes, the plans are to use google classroom for this after 

the Sept break. Reading books that are coming from school to home will need to be 

quarantined for 72 hours which puts restrictions on their use.  

P3 – Thanks so much to Miss Skinner and thanks to all the staff. It is great to be back and 

the new teachers are great and the children are quite settled and very positive. Miss 

Skinner said that they have coped amazingly well with moving from a play-based approach 

to a more table and chair setting due to the restrictions. 

P3/4 – A question if scooters and bikes will be allowed back soon? The playground is 

currently quite crowded with 2m distancing and we also need to maintain the flow of 

parents and need to stay safe.  The children also have to go to the same rack which 

increases their risk of mixing. This is under constant review along with other restrictions. 

Another parent asked if newsletters can please be sent in pdf? Yes will pass this on to all 

staff as a request. Another question if the social distancing is just within a class and when 

the children can mix with others again? As per the guidance and risk assessment this is 

still required to stop the spread of covid 19 and reduce the need to isolate entire classes or 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

the whole school if we have a positive outbreak. Parents can contact Miss Skinner directly 

to discuss any questions or issues they have. 

P4/5 – Lots of positive feedback from the emails that has been circulated being really 

helpful and a good source of information and it is positive to know that the school is on top 

of it. A question if water bottles can be refilled in school? Yes, there are water fountains 

around the school and they are easily accessible for everyone. All classrooms also have 

access to drinking water in taps as well and the pupils are allowed to fill them up. A 

question if everyone had their milk refunds from last session? Yes this was actioned by the 

office. If parents are unsure, they can get in touch with the school office. Question about 

having an AR test on the first day back to school? Miss Skinner said that it has been a 

fantastic start back, the pupils are keen to take the quiz on the books that they have read 

over the summer holiday so a Star Reader test is completed at the start of each term to 

ensure everyone is reading at the correct level. A number of children were anxious as their 

levels have gone down during time away from school but this usually happens over the 

summer break.  Children will always be supported by the class teacher to choose 

appropriate books from within their level.  Mrs MacFadyen said that AR use lots of things 

to assess the pupils and the questions gets harder to help find the level of reading at each 

pupils level target and ability. It is about motivating reading for enjoyment and it is a great 

tool that most of the pupils love it. Miss Skinner said that parents can just get in touch if 

they would like guidance on AR. 

P5/6 – There was none 

P6 – Great feedback from parents to all the staff for the start of the session and looking 

forward to the homework starting so parents know more about what is being taught in 

class. 

P7 – A parent asked whether P7 will have the Sex Ed topic delivered that was missed in 

P6? Miss Skinner said that the internet safety lesson have been delivered in P5 and that 

Miss Murray had started the puberty topic in P6 prior to lockdown.  This would need to be 

completed in P7 however this would be planned in for later on in the session.  

4 AOB 

There will be no school trips scheduled for the foreseeable future so no camp can be 

booked at the moment. There is a massive cost implication to the Council to cover trips 

and the Loch Insh camp that was booked for P6 has been refunded to all parents. 

There will be no buddies until the pupils can cross over bubbles. There is a possibility that 

something can be organised outdoors or virtually via google instead. 

School photos are doable however they are usually scheduled for P1 & p7 later in the year. 

They cannot take place at the moment as only essential people are permitted to enter the 

building, to keep the pupils and staff safe. 

It was suggested to give Mrs Banks a £100 voucher as a leaving gift and a thank you. All 

Parent Council members approved this request. 

Cllr O’Donnell said big thanks to Miss Skinner for the huge contribution to the community 

and to the children’s hubs during lockdown. Cllr Bruce also said big thanks and Miss 

Skinner thanked everyone and was delighted to have the opportunity to do it this work. 

 

 

 



 

 

Miss Skinner said a big thank you to all parents and cares for managing lockdown and 

supporting their children so well, they did an amazing job at home and there is great 

feedback from the teachers.  It was a real challenge not to overwhelm 

parents/carers/children as everyone’s home circumstances were varied and staff 

appreciated that everyone’s needs were different. There is a contingency plan in place for 

the session in case of another lockdown at any point. 

 Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 14th October 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

 

 


