
      Loretto RC Primary Spring 2018 Newsletter 

 Dear Parents, 

Whilst it is still very cold and frosty, I have spotted a few buds on our trees in the school ground. Classes have 

been out and about, using their map and orienteering skills to complete spelling challenges. Thanks to Mrs. 

Todd and the P6s who have been leading this with other classes. 

Congratulations are due to our swimming finalists who won the East Lothian Small Schools Team Trophy! Also 

we are pleased to say that following a real pupil participation and decision making, we were successful in 

reaching the final stages of the Musselburgh Area partnership ‘Your Voice Your Choice’ Participatory 

Budgeting. Here’s hoping we are successful in our bid to apply for funds to imporve play in our playground. We 

know that this is a really important part of the school day for the chidren and a happy healthy 

playtime sets children up to be ready to learn. Whether we are successful or not in this 

funding application this will continue to be an area of focus for us. 

I’m sure you would all like to join us in wishing Miss Pandit, our nursery nurse, a very happy 

retirement. As you know, Miss Pandit was seriously injured in a car accident last year. She has made a 

remarkable recovery, but will now enjoy her retirement. We know she will miss the children, and we will miss 

her. We would like to thank Miss Pandit for all her hard work here in Loretto over the last three years.  The 

nursery will be organising a short farewell assembly for the younger children and parents – we will let you 

know the date. 

SCIAF Lenten Campaign - Each class has a  SCIAF ‘ Wee Box’ and the children have been donating their 

pennies.  We are aiming to have a film afternoon where pupils pay a minimum donation of £1 for the 

worthwhile charity work done by SCIAF across the world. This forms part of ‘This is Our Faith’ in action and our 

Global Citizenship. Each class will also arrange an event or idea to raise funds. Please do not forget the children 

and innocents suffering in war torn and poverty stricken areas. 

Family Homework - thank you to everyone who returned the Family Homework, where we asked you to talk 

about areas you would like us to consider in our school improvement process. This is your chance to contribute 

to personalising our Curriculum and making it more relevant to the Loretto children. If you have not completed 

this, there is still time - please hand it in with your child in the usual way. 

World Book Day Thursday 1st March launches our Reading Month. Pupils and teachers are 

encouraged to dress up as a book character. This is a fun way to keep that fantastic reading 

culture we have going! During the month of March each class will be paired with another class.  

They will visit each other twice and read to each other in class. Each child will also write a book 

review to recommend a favourite book to other children. We are asking the children to tell us 

the Accelerated Reader colour so that other people can choose it too. We will also set up a free book swap for 

children’s books from home that you are finished with. Bring a book swap a book! What a great way to reuse, 

recycle and read, read, read! 

Bedtime Story Tuesday 27th March 6pm-7pm. Parents and children of nursery to P4 children are 

invited to school to enjoy a bedtime story together. Children should come dressed in pyjamas 

with a teddy. We would love parents to read the stories and we love stories in different 

languages. The children will get a drink of milk and a cookie and then quietly home to bed. Sign-

up sheet to follow. This was a great success previously and parents have requested this again so 

please do come along. 

  



Parent Consultations Wednesday 21st March and Friday 23 March - you will shortly receive your ten minute 

appointment with your child to meet your child’s teacher. Your appointment will be at the same time as your 

Autumn appointment. If the appointment does not suit please let the school office know as soon as possible.  

We try our best to fit everyone in so we would ask that for this, school appointments take priority over leisure 

activities. I know our children are so busy! Our pupils are very much at the centre of their own learning and we 

operate a three way interview where the child, supported by his/her teacher, leads the discussion about 

progress in learning at school. We hope that as many pupils as possible will attend with their parents. This 

approach is seen as best educational practice.  

Last session we consulted parents about Friday afternoons for parent consultations, which were viewed as 

favourable. Please let us know your thoughts as we review this for next session – although we do have to make 

decisions about teachers’ working times over the year far in advance. 

Scholastic Book Fair - The book fair will again be available in school on parents’ evenings in the dining hall. 

There is no obligation to buy, but the school does receive commission on sales. Last year 

several parents and pupils were kind enough to volunteer to help out, and this resulted 

in many more book sales. With matched school funding, this meant we generated 

enough commission to buy £700 worth of new novels!  Even if you could help for an hour 

or so, it really makes a difference. Please let the office know if you can help – it’s much 

appreciated. 

God’s Loving Plan, Thursday 3rd May 6pm-7pm - the Scottish Catholic Education Service has developed God’s 

Loving Plan - a revised programme for Relationship Education in primary schools.  God’s Loving Plan is 

designed to guide teachers on how children can develop healthy attitudes to their bodies and to all human life 

so that they can form loving relationships, according to God’s loving plan for their lives. The meeting will 

provide an overview of the programme and the specific learning outcomes at Primary 5, Primary 6 and 

Primary 7. You will have the opportunity to speak to teachers and to review the material which will be used. It 

is our intention to hold this information evening every two years. The programme begins with a gentle 

introduction about feelings in P5 and covers puberty in P6 and relationship, reproduction and personal safety 

in P7. These lessons cover aspects of our RME and Health and Wellbeing curriculum and are usually taught in 

the final summer term.  

Attendance Monitoring - we know that very good school attendance and punctuality help children achieve 

better at school. These are also skills for life and for work. All school attendance is monitored – including 

absence and lateness, as they are widely documented factors in raising attainment. The purpose of this is to 

offer any support required and keep the importance of good attendance to the front of our minds. Of course 

we recognise that we have genuine illness too, so please do not be offended if we send you an attendance 

update. Unfortunately, despite the school’s efforts, we have yet to notice any improvement in general 

attendance. Again – a reminder that if you are taking your child out of school, please notify us in 

writing. 

Lateness - We are becoming increasingly concerned about the number of children who 

frequently arrive late to school. This causes disruption to the rest of the class, and often 

makes the child feel anxious. We do understand ’life happens’ and sometimes being late is 

unavoidable, but it must be remembered that poor attendance and frequent lateness has a 

negative impact on learning, and is considered unacceptable in the world of work. Our current system, 

whereby children arriving late are expected to be ‘signed in’ by a parent is no longer working, as we find many 

children who are often late are not being accompanied by their parent.  For this reason, we intend to 

implement a new system to track late arrivals.  From now on, all children who are not in their line when the 

bell rings and their class are taken in MUST enter by the front door. They should not go directly to their class 

but should collect a late card and be registered at the office. This way the teacher does not have to stop the 

first lesson and update the register, and also lets us know they are safely in the building.  If we feel that your 

child’s punctuality is becoming an issue, we will write to you. 



School Camp P7 

P7 children will be joining some schools from the St David’s cluster at Lockerbie Manor for a residential school 
camp on Monday 14th May. This is a super learning experience where the children get a chance to try all sorts 
of outdoor and adventure learning. Team work, personal challenge, problem solving and resilience are all built 
up at camp. And of course it is fun! We are grateful to staff who will accompany the children for the full week-
and are on duty 24/7, leaving their own families behind. I know you will join me in thanking them. Mrs. Kinsella 
and a colleague will look after the children at camp, supported by our Midlothian colleagues. Our thanks to 
remaining staff who all pitch in, help cover and hold the fort at this end. Mrs. Ramage will teach that week. 

NEXT YEAR.  For information, I have made a provisional booking for school camp for Spring 19 for the future 
P7s. The cost is likely to be around £300 as this year. I thought you would appreciate lots of notice on this. We 
are happy to start collecting payments for this well in advance with a parent savings card, but we will be in 
touch when we have an accurate cost. 

Payments to School – East Lothian Council are really trying to encourage the use of online payments wherever 

possible. It greatly reduces admin time and means you don’t need to find the right change! We will be putting 

a ‘how to’ guide on our website very soon. You can pay for nursery snack, camp, hoodies, school trips etc. - the 

only thing you can’t pay online is school lunches, but hopefully this will be coming soon. 

Loretto Parent Partnership - look out for our meeting dates and some new photos of us around the place! 

Anybody who would like to join us is most welcome, as we are rather struggling for numbers. All parents are 

automatically members of the Parent Forum but we do also have a council which works hand in hand with the 

school on a broad range of ideas, teaching, events etc. for the benefit of our children. 

Diary dates 

Date Event Location/Notes 

Tues 13th March 6.30pm  
 

Loretto Parent Partnership 
Meeting 

Dining hall 

Wednesday 14th March, 7pm First Confession P3 Church - Children must make this 
sacrament to be eligible for First 
Communion in P4. Parents bring 
children. School uniform to be 
worn. 

Weds 21st March 5-8pm Parent Consultations Classrooms 

Scholastic Book Fair in Dining Hall – Helpers Required! 

Friday 23rd March 1-4pm Parent Consultations Classrooms 

27th March 6pm Bedtime Story Tues Nursery -P4 
with parents 

gym hall 

Thursday 29th March, normal finish Break for Easter Holidays 

Monday 16th April Pupils Return 

Monday 7th May Holiday 

Tuesday 8th May In Service Day - children off 

Thursday 10th May Ascension - Holy Day of 
Obligation 

School Mass 
 

W/b 21stth May        Walk to School Week 

Thursday 31st May 1.30pm and 7pm School Drama Club show P4-P7 Ticketed event – tickets to follow 

Fri 1 June, 9.30am Women’s Scottish Golf Open 
visitors 

assembly 

Wed 6th June and Thurs 7th June St David’s P7 transition visit 

Mon 11 June and Tues 12 June MGS P7 transition visit 

Fri 15 June 9.15am start Sports day (weather permitting) 

Wed 27th June 1.30pm   Prizegiving and P7 Leavers’ 
Assembly 

Church Hall 

Friday 29th June 9.15am End of term and Leavers Mass 

 


