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Dear boys, girls, parents, family and friends of Loretto 
 
The October break is approaching and we have all been working really hard. We have already had lots of exciting 
learning experiences in school. We have been enjoying outdoor learning and PE on scooters and, in fact, such has been 
the enthusiasm we will soon receive our own set of school scooters through our partners at Sustrans. 
P6 and P7 have continued their Bikeability training and our thanks to Mrs Clark and Mrs Rice for taking this forward to 
ensure this is a sustainable part of our curriculum. 
Our Pupil Council and P7 leaders have been appointed and begun their work. House Captains and Junior Road Safety 
Officers have presented at assembly. Our Rights Respecting School Group have already met and we are working 
towards our Silver Award. Each week in classes, children learn about the Right of the Week and everything we do 
comes from our Gospel values, respecting the intrinsic dignity of the rights of the child. 
 
P5 swimmers are enjoying their lessons on Wednesday mornings and we a grateful to parent helpers for accompanying 
them safely to and from the pool. 
 

Food Bank Donations 
 
 
 

We have had a workshop and upper assembly from SCIAF (Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund) as part of our 
Sustainability and Global Citizenship education. We had a powerful demonstration on sharing food across the world. 
With this in mind and as a suggestion from our Pupil Council, we would like to have a collection point in Loretto for 
the local Food Banks. We know times are hard but as a God’s Family School, if you can, please make donations of non-
perishable foods. Children can bring these into school and we will leave a collection box at the front door from the 
week beginning 28th November. 
 

Young Carers 
 
 

We also had a talk about Young Carers. We know from research and data that there are quite a number of children 
with Young Caring responsibilities. We also know that families are quite private and often do not see the impact such 
responsibilities have on young people. There is help and support available. We know it can be sensitive so please be 
assured a quiet word remains a quiet word and we can put you in touch with help. 
https://www.eastlothianyoungcarers.org/contact-5 
 

Parents Consultations 
 
 
 

We were delighted to see so many children and parents at parents’ nights. The Book Fair was well attended, thank 
you. The school receives a small commission on sales which we use to top up our books and resources. The next parent 
consultations will be in March and will be by telephone. 
 
  



School Improvement Plan and Standards and Quality Report 
 
 

Each year as a school we engage in a cycle of self-evaluation and planning for improvement. We use How Good Is Our 
School 4, the Education Scotland national standard document and measure ourselves against Quality Indicators. We 
use teacher feedback and observations, parent feedback, data and pupil feedback to evidence our evaluations. In East 
Lothian we have a well-developed self-improving schools system in place and Loretto is teamed with three other 
schools who evaluate our evidence and work, as well as being supported and challenged by our Quality Improvement 
Officer Nick Trussler. 
At our recent meeting the Loretto Standards and Quality Document and evidence was moderated as follows:   
Overall Grading for Quality Indicators 

Quality Indicator 1.1 
Self-evaluation for 
self-improvement 

1.3 
Leadership of change 

2.3 
Learning, teaching 
and assessment 

3.2 
Raising attainment 
and achievement 

HGIOS 4 Grading:  
1 Unsatisfactory 
2 Weak 
3 Satisfactory 
4 Good 
5 Very Good 
6 Excellent 

4 4 4 4/5 

 
Curriculum for Excellence Levels are collected at P1, P4 and P7. Obviously there are differences year on year and 
individual children would never be identified in data returns, we examine the trends and this shows us how well we 
are doing. In June 2022 our data return was:  
 P1 reading 80%  ↑ writing 72%  ↑  numeracy  80%↓  
 P4 reading 85% ↑  writing 81%  ↑  numeracy 85% ↑  
 P7 reading  81%  ↑  writing 77%  ↑  numeracy 77% ↑ 

All children’s progress is valued in Loretto and a child may not reach these general levels, however their individual 
progress is also tracked and celebrated. 
 
Our School Improvement Plan focuses on continuing to raise our attainment, especially in writing. This area was most 
impacted following Covid and disruption to in-school learning. We recently had a visit from an international literacy 
researcher, Stephen Graham, as part of teacher ongoing professional learning on the pedagogy of writing. This was a 
valuable reflection and whilst our literacy attainment is currently good we always wish to continue to improve this for 
all children and have gleaned a few more refresher ideas from this. 
The biggest thing teachers and parents can all do to help our children’s writing is to encourage talking. If a child can 
say it-in a clearly formed sentence then they will be ready to write it. 
Tips for parents: 

 Talk to your child, be fully present. 
 Don’t ‘correct’ your child’s speech - just repeat what they say correctly.  

Child: ‘I goed to the park yesterday.’  Adult: That’s lovely you ‘went’ to the park yesterday. 
 Play talking games in full sentences, eg I spy with my little eye something the colour of… 

 
We are also looking at refreshing our post Covid Curriculum and are working on STEM (Science Technology Arts and 
Maths). We have already begun this work and are linking our P7 Outdoor Learning with STEM. 
We continue to develop our Health and Wellbeing Curriculum and are continuing Building Resilience and a nurturing 
approach as well as teaching children Cool in School Strategies, and a general raising awareness of feelings and how 
that impacts our behaviours. This links with our Wellbeing indicators of Safe, Heathy, Active, Nurtured, Achieving, 
Respected, Responsible and Included and the Rights of the Child. At the start of each term, the teacher looks at these 
with the class and together they decide a focus for the softer skills.  Each class has their own child led charter. 
Our Annual Standards and Quality Report and School Improvement Plan will be published on our website for you 
shortly. 
 



Nursery and School Gardens 
 
If you have any time and would like to help tidy up or do some planting, please speak to the nursery staff 

or school office.  Free tea and coffee! 
 

Flu Vaccine 
 
 
 

You have already received notification that NHS staff will be in school on Friday 28th October to administer the flu 
nasal spray to those school children who have returned consent forms. The immunisations are totally painless, help 
protect children against flu and reduce the chance of them spreading the virus to others.  Latest findings from Scotland 
also provide evidence that the nasal flu vaccine has reduced the risk of hospitalisation in those who are immunised.  
Flu is more than just a bad cold. It’s highly infectious, with symptoms that come on very quickly and it can hit anyone 
- the vaccine is the safest and most effective way to help protect against flu this year.  Please do consider this carefully 
and take your child along.  NURSERY children can receive the vaccine at your local GP practice. 
 

P7 Camp 
 
 
 

P7s have begin a block of STEM lessons with Jamie, our Outdoor Learning teacher from East Lothian Council. This will 
culminate in a week long outdoor activity and this year an overnight camping in November. The children will learn 
how to plan, pack, organise themselves and put up tents. They will focus on problem solving and personal challenge 
and will quite literally grow before our eyes. In light of rising costs this is our new P7 experience and we plan to 
continue this for next year. Pray for a dry night - we don’t want soggy marshmallows! Thank you to Mrs Rice and Mrs 
Hill for volunteering to do this. 
 

Polite Reminders 
 
 

It is essential that we are able to make telephone contact with a parent in the event of a problem or emergency. Please 
keep us up to date with mobile phone number changes.  Please also remember that if your child cannot attend school, 
you must contact the office to let us know.  Any term-time holidays must be notified in writing. 
 

Sacraments 
 
 
Fr John Peter is holding a meeting for parents of pupils in P3 and P4 who will be making their First 
Confession and First Holy Communion. It is in the CHURCH on Wednesday 2nd November. You have 

already received a separate letter with all the Sacramental Information. Please ensure you check your email and return 
the slip ASAP if this affects you. If you do not enrol your child they will not be able to participate. Those children 
involved will soon receive a further Church letter which you must bring with proof of Baptism to the parent meeting. 
  



Loretto Parent Partnership  
 
 
 

Our Parent Council held their annual AGM on Monday 10th October. Our thanks to the outgoing Chairperson, Justin 
Bird and Treasurer Karen Flunkert. 
We had a successful AGM and appointment of class representatives: 
Chairperson is Sara Zucca, a P1 mum. 

Vice Chair Bozena Kurkowiak, a P2 mum. 
Treasurer is Michael Fulton, a P3 dad. 
Clerk is Chris Askham, P6 dad. 
P1 class reps: Kerry Rourke and Karoline Pastwa 
P2 class reps: Craig Sutherland and Karen Flunkert 
P3 class reps: Deborah Robertson and Lina Wang 
P4 class rep: Michael Fulton 
P5 class rep: Gerry Reilly 
P6 class rep: Chris Askham 
P7 class rep: Sandra Gray 
We are happy to have a further rep for each class P4-P7. 
 
Over the years we have been well supported but the LPP parent numbers were struggling and events have been 
impacted by the restrictions of Covid. Thank you to everyone who turned out for the new AGM meeting and have 
refreshed our Parent Council. The LPP does a fantastic job in fundraising for the pupils in school and organising and 
running social events for the children. Any help or time you can offer is really appreciated. There are only four or five 
meetings a year. 
 
Parent Councils have a key role to play in supporting the school in engaging with parents and contributing to ideas, 
policies and school evaluation and improvement. And this year there will be an official role to play in the recruitment 
of a new Head Teacher. Training, guidance and support is provided. 
 
Parents are welcome at all meetings. Every parent is automatically part of the Parent Forum and therefore welcome 
at all meetings. 
 
The Parent Council will hold a Halloween Party and a Christmas Fair. Funds raised will be used by the Parent Council 
to provide extras for the children and support school projects. 

 
Halloween Party Friday 28

th
 October in School Gym Hall 

 
P1-P3 children 3pm-4.30pm. An adult must stay with each child. 
P4-P7 children 5pm-6.30pm.  Adult helpers needed. 
Pay at the door £3 per child or £5 per family. 
 
Children will be expected to follow adult instructions and rules of the school to be Safe and Respectful. 
 

 
Christmas Fair Friday 9th December 12.30pm-2.30pm 
 

 
Teas, coffees, home baking, class crafts, raffle and stalls. Come along and have some Christmas Fun. 
 
The next Parent Council meeting will be on Monday 14th November 6.30pm -8pm in school. 
 
We are looking forward to coming together in these events as a community.  



Diary Dates 
Mon 17th Oct School Holiday  Return Wed 26 October 
Fri 14th Oct Show Racism the Red Card  Pupils can Wear RED to school for Show 

Racism the Red Card 
Fri 28 Oct Flu Vaccine    
Fri 28 Oct Halloween Party  And fun activities in classes 
Tues 1 Nov 10am  School attends MASS All Saints Day 

P6 Readers - all parents welcome 
Wed 2 Nov Sacrament meeting 

6.30pm P3 
7.15pm P4 

 Parents Meeting P3 & P4 in Church with Fr 
John Peter 
First Confession and First Communion 

Mon 14 Nov Parent Council  6.30pm In school 
Wed 16 Nov Catholic Education Week  Art work in Church 
Mon 21 Nov Anti Bullying Week  Focus activities and learning in classes 
Sun 27 Nov  P3 P4 Mass 11am Enrolment Mass for P3 and P4 
Mon 5 Dec  Pantomime  In school - free to all children  
Tues 6 Dec Queens Jubilee Tree planting    
Thurs 8 Dec  Save the Children Christmas Jumper 

Day 
 Children can wear a Christmas jumper and 

donate to this charity. 
Fri 9 Dec Christmas Fair 12.30pm Gym hall and dining hall 
Tues 13 Dec P5 P6 P7  

Christmas Party 
1.30pm Parent helpers needed please 

Wed 14 Dec  P3 P4 
Christmas Party 

1.30pm Parent helpers needed please 

Mon 19 Dec P1 P2 
Christmas Party 

1.30pm Parent helpers needed please 

Thurs 15 Dec Christmas Nativity tbc Restricted numbers-one adult per family 
Tues 20 Dec Nursery  

Christmas Party  
pm Parent helpers needed in nursery 

Tues 20 Dec Christmas Mass  10am Church-All parents welcome 
Tues 20 Dec Christmas Mass  10am Church-All parents welcome 
Wed 1 Feb P7 Confirmation Parents Meeting 7pm P7 Confirmation 

Parents Meeting in Church with Fr John 
Peter 

Fri 10 Feb Art Exhibition  In school 
Wed 29 Mar P3 First Confession 7pm Church 
Tues 30 May P7 Confirmation 7pm Confirmation by Archbishop Leo Cushley at 

Loretto Church with St. Martin’s P7s 
Sun 4 June P5 First Communion 1pm  P4 First Holy Communion 
Tues 27 June P7 Leavers Assembly and Prizegiving 1.45pm Church 
Wed 28 June End of Year Mass 10am Church 

 
Christmas parties-pupils may go home at lunch time to change or dress for parties. P1-P4 must be collected by adults. All other 
pupils must have written permission from parents. Or pupils may change themselves in school during lunchbreak. 
 
School closes TUESDAY 20 December usual times. Children and staff return WEDNESDAY 4 January 2023. 
 
A busy term ahead of us. As ever please do not hesitate to contact us by telephone or email. 
 
Best wishes for the October Holidays 
 
Margaret  Anne McBean & the Loretto Team 


