
  

#LoveLearning2017 Teacher Conversations 

Workshop 
Number 

Presenter(s) Title Target Audience Description 

1 Emma Liddle 
 

Putting the mojo into 
motivation 

Teachers Exploring different types of motivation and considering how we can support and 
encourage pupils to learn because they want to, not just because they have to. 

2 Charlaine 
Simpson 
 

Professional Standards - a 
national conversation 

Teachers With the review of the suite of professional standards underway, we are looking 
to engage in conversation with teacher/parents and carers about what does an 
excellent teaching professional look like in Scotland? 

3 Jane Bonnar 
 

Can creating a School 
Magazine to explore 
controversial issues, 
build skills in literacy? 

Teachers We Are Learning To … Begin to understand what Literacy means to youngsters in 
the 21st Century, Appreciate how creating a School Magazine builds skills, in 
literacy, Identify resources which engage students in literacy across age groups, 
and Explore how creating a School Magazine can aide transition.  
In response to the reflective question How do I currently develop literacy skills in 
my classroom? I considered which new opportunities I might provide in Social 
Subjects based on the CfE Literacy across Learning Principles: “... the set of skills 
which allow … [full engagement] in society and in learning …”, to develop skills 
required for the CfE Assignments and AVUs and assessments but also to increase 
competence in listening, talking, reading, writing and the personal, interpersonal 
and team-working skills so important in life and work. The MAG Group was 
created then; a School Magazine project to encourage young people to read about 
controversial issues, explain their thoughts and debate their ideas. Students 
create and facilitate their own alternative learning experiences as school 
community projects and enterprising opportunities, all relevant, challenging and 
enjoyable which develop literacy skills. Some of the students and I will present 
examples and practical advice regarding ideas, planning and how to encourage 
and support the development of literacy through producing a school magazine.  

4 Jacqui 
Mackinnon 

Intelligent use of data - 
quadrants 

Teachers The use of quadrants can provide a very simple method to analyse data and assist 
classroom practice. Easy and effective. 



 
5 Charli Prime 

 
Look at What we Can Do Teachers Young people with an Additional Support Need can sometimes be viewed as 

having a deficit to learning or coping with external or internal challenges. I would 
like to offer the opportunity to open up conversation to highlight that any pupil at 
any time can be approached in a supportive, nurturing and proactive way that 
will provide opportunities that develop resilience hope and determination to 
succeed if we are prepared to invest the time. 

6 Sheena White 
 

Poundland Pedagogy Teachers Author Isabella Wallace (Pimp Your Lesson!) first coined the phrase "Poundland 
Pedagogy" which looked at turning everyday items, costing no more than £1, into 
valuable learning resources. I will share how I set up the Poundland Pedagogy 
Challenge in my school and its success. 

7 Damian 
Hayes 
 

No more marking?! Teachers Students don't act on our feedback, and nearly 20 years of 'Assessment for 
Learning' since 'Inside the Black Box' has had a marginal impact on learning 
according to Dylan Wiliam himself. But there is some evidence to suggest that 
there are ways of improving our feedback. I've been trying out some ways to 
encourage more frequent, low stakes, assessment and to get students to act on it. 
I want to do this with more time for conversations about learning and less time 
for me sat at the kitchen table over a pile of jotters. Could that mean no more 
marking for me? 

8 Jordan-Leigh 
Cunningham 
 

Teaching Them So They 
Remember 

Teachers What the evidence tells us works best for helping learners remember what you're 
teaching! 

9 Stacey Lamb 
 

Using Outdoor Journeys 
to improve attainment 

Teachers Outdoor Journeys is a programme that was designed by the University of 
Edinburgh and is used to allow pupils to explore and question different 
environments. I have been using the programme with a group of S3 pupils to 
increase engagement, improve literacy and numeracy, which will hopefully raise 
their attainment. The programme has allowed them to explore the school 
grounds and ask questions about the place they spend a significant amount of 
time. Having always loved outdoor learning, this gave me the opportunity to use 
and track its impact on pupils engagement.  

10 Yvonne Binks Making Thinking Visible 
In Action 

Teachers who 
know what it is and 
would like to see 
how it can be used 
in practice 

What kinds of thinking do you value and want to promote in your classroom? 
How can you deliver that? 
Classroom routines can make thinking visible and support students’ development 
of understanding. Join the discussion on how to use specific thinking routines as 
tools to promote thinking and as structures to further develop a culture of 
thinking in our classrooms and schools. 



11 Jeni Allan Digital Learning - 
embracing the future 

Teachers A group of senior students will show you what G Suite (the suite of Google Apps 
including Classroom, Docs etc)  has to offer in terms of how it can enhance 
classroom teaching, support self-study and increase student engagement and 
enjoyment of learning. 

12 Alec Jessop Dishing the DIRT Teachers The impact of DIRT (Dedicated Individual Reflection Time) used as a feedback 
technique. How can we give high quality, targeted and regular feedback into the 
performance, progress and next steps for pupils in their learning in order to 
improve enjoyment, engagement and attainment. 

13 Ross 
Ferguson 

Peer assessment: An 
action research project 
 

Teachers Peer assessment is a technique that is used by many to help cut down the level of 
marking involved in their day to day practice. This small scale project looked at 
the impact, if any, that peer assessment had on the confidence of senior phase 
pupils. This conversation will look at the process and results of this project and 
also the merit of carrying out an action research project.  

14 Caroline 
Falconer, 
Calum Blair 
and Angela 
Leggatt 

The Teacher as an 
Activator – Cooperative 
Learning 

Teachers Have the chance to try and discuss some Cooperative Learning tools which work 
well in any secondary classroom. Learn about the theory and benefits of this 
practice or simply share your skills with others in this area. 
Cooperative learning is an educational approach which aims to organise 
classroom activities into academic and social learning experiences. There is much 
more to cooperative learning than merely arranging students into groups, and it 
has been described as "structuring positive interdependence." The teacher's role 
changes from giving information to activating  pupil learning. Ross and Smyth 
describe successful cooperative learning tasks as intellectually demanding, 
creative, open-ended, and involve higher order thinking tasks. 

15 Nurture 
Group 

Nurture in action Teachers 
Everyone is talking about Nurture. Nurture is a recognised National Approach for 
promoting positive behaviour in schools. Nurture recognises that adverse early 
learnt experiences affect every  aspect of a child’s development and, as a result, 
directly affect the child’s ability to engage in learning. The six nurture principles 
offer a framework for schools to consider the learning environment to support 
children and young people in the development of their social and emotional 
development and wellbeing. 
Come and hear how we have implemented Nurture within our school and the 
impact it has had on young people’s lives. 

16 Sally Miller What is Making Thinking 
Visible? 

Teachers who have 
not heard of it yet 

This session will explore the 8 cultural forces that research shows teachers 
should focus on in order to support a rich learning experience. We will look at 
how the cultural forces are fundamental to creating classrooms where thinking 



can be made visible. We will have a chance to assess our own classroom culture 
and look at ways in which this has been incorporated into our S2 thinking skills 
course. 

17 Leanne 
Hastings 

Developing the Young 
Workforce 

Teachers Developing the Young Workforce (DYW); Scotland’s Youth Employment Strategy 
asks business to be more involved in inspiring young people and shaping youth 
talent. Educators and business working together as co-investors and to create a 
skilled workforce for Scotland’s future. This make business and education sense. 
DYW supports educators to engage with employers to help bring the curriculum 
to life, the importance of bringing the world of work into the classroom is 
highlighted in CfE in both curriculum design and entitlements and in Career 
Education Standard.  DYW regional group, Edinburgh, Midlothian and East 
Lothian will provide an overview of what this means for you and tools that have 
been designed to  bring education and business closer. 

18 Who Cares 
Scotland 

Who Cares? Teachers An insight into the lives of care experienced young people and the role teachers 
can play in supporting them effectively. 

19 Ali May Identifying the Gap Teachers An overview of how we analysed pupil data to help identify factors affecting our 
pupil's attainment and some thoughts on how we might use our pupil equity 
funding. 

20 Gillian Duthie 
 

Why You're Far More 
Important Than You 
Might Think 

Parents but 
teachers are also 
welcome 

Parents /carers (and teachers!) often feel that, with the best will in the world, the 
impact they have on their young people's learning is negligible - they may try 
their hardest to provide the necessary support, but if can often feel like trying to 
nail jelly to a wall. 
 This workshop will touch on Carol Dweck's Growth Mindset theory and the 
Making Thinking Visible approach developed by Project Zero at Harvard 
University, to explore just how powerful our actions, language and the 
environment we provide are on influencing our young people - positively and 
negatively! This will help us to reflect on how we can maximise the impact of 
these, to support our young people's learning. 
 For parents, this is a chance to develop an understanding of aspects of two 
theories which underpin Preston Lodge's ethos. All teaching staff at PL have been 
engaged in professional learning around these over the past few years and 
continue to develop their practice around these. 
 For teachers, this is an opportunity to engage with an aspect of CLPL that is 
provided in-house at Preston Lodge, as well as use it to reflect on the greatest 
influence they have on young people's lives. 



21 Eleanor 
Coner 
 

Supporting your school 
through Parent Teacher 
Partnerships 
 

Parents but 
teachers are also 
welcome 
 

Scottish Parent Teacher Council is a membership organisation and charity whose 
purpose is to make parental involvement in children's education as good as it 
possibly can be. 
We work with parents, schools and local authorities all over Scotland to achieve 
this. We do it because we believe that parental involvement is one of the most 
important factors in improving positive outcomes for young people. 
In this session we’ll share how you can get involved and make a difference to the 
learning and life of your child, school and community. 

22 NEW! Nicola 
Murray  

Fearless Eating in the 
Primary School 

Teachers We have been teaching healthy eating in schools for years but there is a world of 
difference between knowing what we should eat and actually eating healthily.  To 
make a real difference we need to teach our children how to eat, not just the 
knowledge of what to eat.  After reading "First Bite, How we learn to eat" by  Bee 
Wilson, I decided to run a lunch time club for "picky eaters" in our P7 group last 
year.  These were children who experience real fear when trying unfamiliar foods. 
We ran the club for 6 weeks, with over 30 children attending and trying a range of 
up to 25 different foods, mainly fruits and vegetables.  It was hugely successful 
and we are now trialling it as a classroom activity with our p4s and 5s this year.  I 
would like to share my experiences with colleagues, including the practicalities, 
the problems and the wonderful successes. 

 


