
Welcome 

Welcome to the 8th annual report of Macmerry Parent 
Council.  It’s been another busy year working with the 
school and hopefully this report along with the minutes 
from all the meetings will give you a good idea of what 
the Parent Council and the school have been up to for the 
last year. 

 

AGM 

Our AGM took place on 27th May 2015 at 6.30pm in 
Macmerry Primary School.   We used the AGM to review 
our achievements, and those of the school, to discuss our 
aims for next session and to confirm next year’s 
representatives and in turn allocate the relevant office 
bearers. 

 

What We Have Achieved This Year 

We have achieved a number of things this year, including: 

• PVG (Protection of Vulnerable Groups) Checks – we 
have made use of the PVG checks which were carried 
out previously by assisting the school in providing 
additional supervision for extra-curricular activities. 

• We have liaised with the PTA in order to keep up to 
date with what the PTA is doing and assisted them in 
their activities where possible.  

• We discussed and considered any points brought up 
by the parent forum in order to find amicable 
solutions. 

• Our Chair and members attended the East Lothian 
Association of Parent Council meetings 

• We have kept in touch with the East Lothian 
Association of Parent Councils in order to keep 
abreast of any developments within the Authority. 

• We worked with the Head Teacher in looking at the 
School Handbook and ensuring, as far as possible, that 
it contains relevant information in a parent friendly 
format. 

• Our chair now regularly attends community council 
meetings to raise any items or issues from the parent 
council meetings 

• We pulled together questionnaires and meetings for 
the discussion and viability of an after school club, this 
in turn identified that there was not a need for an 
after school club to be run at Macmerry. 

• The parent council web site has been reviewed and is 
fully up to date with all relevant minutes, meetings 
and information relevant to the parent council. 

• We setup a Facebook page to help reach out to more 
parents at the school 

• We worked with the school and local community on 
parking and speeding issues around the school and 
continue to look at this 

• We put together the funding application for the Coal 
Regeneration Trust grant on behalf of the school, PTA 
and Parent Council.  We were awarded £1352 and the 
PTA are now working with the school to spend this to 
help improve the school. 
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• We paid for 2 members of the PTA to attend a food 
hygiene course to cover them for PTA events. 

• We were fundamental in the 
recruitment of our new head 
teacher including sitting on the 
interview panel which lead to a 
successful appointment.  We would 
like to express our thanks to Miss 
Lynn for joining Macmerry primary 
School and for the work she has 
contributed this year since joining us.  We look 
forward to working together more in the new school 
year. 
 

Budget 

Our budget for the year was set at £212 by East Lothian 
Council.  This budget is added to the school budget and is 
used to support the work of the Parent Council.  It was 
used in the following way: 

£80 – PTA food hygiene training 
£42.63 – Minutes photocopying / printing 
£7.50 – After School Club flyers / printing 
£81.87 - transferred to school budget  
 
The budget allocation for 2014/2015 has once again been 
set at £212. 
 
 

Our Objectives For 2015 / 2016 

Our main aims are, as always, to work co-operatively with 
the school, encouraging good working relationships 
amongst staff, pupils and all parents and to identify and 
represent the views of parents and carers on the 
education provided by the school and other matters 
affecting the well-being of the school.  To achieve this we 
hope to: 

• Continue to support and liaise with the Head Teacher, 
with the view to encouraging parents to come forward 
with any ideas, suggestions or questions they may 
have. 

• Work in partnership with the school and community 
on the School Improvement Plan 

• Offer our continuing support with specific regard to 
Health and Well-being within the Curriculum for 
Excellence. 

• Increase our links with local organisations with an aim 
to help build a healthy, safe environment for our 
children. 

• Invite a member of the Community Council to our 
meetings / attend a Community Council meeting.  Also 
the Pupil Council. 

• Where possible we will attend training courses 
provided. 

• Increase our partnership with the PTA 
 

Representitives For 2015 / 2016 

Chairperson:  Elliot Dickson 
Vice Chairperson: Sarah Bisset 
Member:  Karen Bisset 
Member:  Kim Cuthbert 
Member:  Amanda Mackay 
Member:  Emma Bull 
Member:  Andrea Leadley 
 
Clerk:   Rosemary Thomson 
 

 
 
 

How To Get In Touch 

• Approach one of the  reps. 
• Email us at : 

parentcouncil@macmerry.elcschool.org.uk 
• Send us a letter via the School. 
• Leave a message on our Blog Site 

http://edubuzz.org/macmerrypc/ 
 

Whats Going On? 

• Check out the Blog page, all our Agendas, minutes and 
reports are available to all 
http://edubuzz.org/macmerrypc  

• Read our minutes – these are posted on the blog after 
each meeting and are sent out in school bags as well 
as being added to the Parent Council notice board 
next to the school office. 

• Come along to our Meetings, and listen in. 
• Check out our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/macmerrypc  

http://edubuzz.org/macmerrypc/
http://edubuzz.org/macmerrypc
https://www.facebook.com/macmerrypc


Support The School 

As well as the Parent Council the PTA also work hard 
throughout the year, raising money to collect funds, 
which in turn is spent on the children of Macmerry 
Primary School. 

Your support is always needed for both groups, whether 
it be attending events, donating items or even 
suggestions, these are all very much appreciated.   

Details of events can be found at: 

• https://www.facebook.com/MacmerryPrimarySchool
Pta  

• http://www.edubuzz.org/macmerrypc/  
• http://www.edubuzz.org/macmerry/  
• School notice-boards 
• School newsletters 
• Leaflets via the school bag. 

 

Parent Opportunities At School 

Throughout the school year parents/carers are offered a 
range of opportunities to be involved in the life of the 
school.  These can include attending school assemblies 
and shows; helping the gardening club to keep the 
grounds tidy and appealing; tidying the library; assisting 
on class trips; providing extra classroom help; attending 
small focus groups to offer a parents view on specific 
topics.  Please keep an eye out for details in your school 
newsletters for information of when an “extra pair of 
hands” is needed and don’t be shy – let any member of 
staff or PC rep know if you have any time to spare, even 
one hour can be a big help! 

 

Final Word 

The start of the new school year is a good chance for a 
fresh start for all of us, so if you have thought about 
joining the Parent Council or the PTA before but just did 
not get round to it why not come along to a meeting and 
see what it’s all about – we are always keen to have new 
members and new ideas and you will be made very 
welcome and will probably wonder why you didn’t do it 
before. 

https://www.facebook.com/MacmerryPrimarySchoolPta
https://www.facebook.com/MacmerryPrimarySchoolPta
http://www.edubuzz.org/macmerrypc/
http://www.edubuzz.org/macmerry/

