
Debating Format 
 

 

1. A delegate will propose a resolution for discussion.  

2. Time will be allocated to lobby for support for your resolution. 

3. Resolutions will be submitted to the Chairs and a resolution will be 

selected for debate.  

4. This will be debated for and against for a specific time.  

5. Any amendments may be submitted in writing and will be debated 

for a specific time. 
   

 

Format of the debate 

The proposing country will promote their resolution and point, taking the 

committee through the resolution.  The delegate may yield the floor to 

another delegate to support the point.  (Your supporters can be identified 

during lobbying and you can arrange for them to talk on behalf of your 

resolution). 

 

The floor may be yielded by one delegation to another twice 

consecutively; it is then passed to the Chair. 

 

Once you have presented your case, you will need to yield to the floor for 

points of information (people can ask questions or make statements 

about your resolution or point) 

 

The opponents of the resolution will then be allowed to present their 

case.  Again, the opposing delegate may make their speech then yield to 

another delegate to support them. 

 

Once the opposing delegate has presented a case, they will need to yield 

to the floor for points of information (people can ask questions or make 

statements about the resolution or point) 

 

The limitations of debate time will include the time taken for replies to 

points of information but will not include the time taken for questions to 

the speaker or for other interruptions. 

 

 

When debate time has been exhausted, the Chair will propose either the 

extension of debate time (e.g. 5 minutes for, 5 minutes against), or the 



closure of debate and subsequent vote on the question being considered 

(the previous question). 

 

Amendments can then be presented and discussed using the same format 

as above, but these are usually given less time.   

 

At the end of this, a vote must take place (see section on voting below).  

Amendments are voted on first, then the whole resolution. 

 

 

How to ask questions/interrupt speeches 

 

A speech may only be interrupted by a point of personal privilege 

referring to audibility. 

 

All other points e.g. order, parliamentary enquiry, information to the 

Chair or speaker, will be dealt with only when the speaker yields the floor 

either to points of information to another delegate, or to the 

President/Chair. 

 

A Point of Information may be directed to the Chair OR to the speaker 

who has the floor if he has indicated that he is willing to yield to points 

of information.  A point of information must be formulated as a question, 

e.g. “Is the honourable delegate aware that ….” Or “Does the honourable 

delegate (not) realise that …” etc.  A short introductory statement of 

reference may precede the question e.g. “The speaker stated in his 

speech that ….  Is he not aware …?”  A series of questions from the same 

questioner will not be in order.  Participation of all delegates will be 

strongly encouraged. 

 

A Point of Personal Privilege must refer to the comfort and well being of 

the delegate.  It may not refer to the content of any speech and may only 

interrupt a speaker if the speech is inaudible. 

 

A Point of Order may relate to procedural matters only. 

 

A Point of Parliamentary Enquiry is a point of information directed to 

the Chair concerning the rules of procedure. 

 

 



PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEDURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINT OF 

(NON VOTED 

POINTS) 

MAY 

INTERRUPT 

SPEAKER 

MUST BE 

RECOGNISE

D 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

PERSONAL 

PRIVILEGE 

YES NO MUST PERTAIN TO THE  

AUDIBILITY OF THE SPEAKER  

IF THE SPEAKER IS  

INTERRUPTED.   

AT THE CHAIRS’ DISCRETION. 

 

ORDER YES BUT 

ONLY 

DURING A 

PAUSE IN 

THE SPEECH 

YES MUST ASK THE CHAIR IF  

A STATEMENT OR MOTION  

IS IN ORDER.  CHAIR MUST  

REPLY, UNLESS SPEAKER’S  

OUT OF ORDER. 

 

INFORMATION 

TO THE CHAIR 

NO YES MUST ASK THE CHAIR A  

QUESTION.  CHAIR MUST  

ANSWER IT UNLESS SPEAKER  

IS OUT OF ORDER. 

 

INFORMATION 

TO THE 

SPEAKER 

NO YES MUST ASK THE SPEAKER WHO HAS  

THE FLOOR A QUESTION  

WHICH PERTAINS TO THE  

DEBATE. 



 

Voting 

 

Amendments - When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the 

amendment shall be voted on first.  Should a second amendment be moved 

to a proposal, this will be voted on before the vote is taken on the first 

amendment.  Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily 

implies the rejection of the other, the first amendment shall not be put 

to the vote. 

 

Conduct during Voting - After the Chair has announced the start of 

voting procedures, no interruptions will be allowed except for points of 

order connected with the actual conduct of the voting. 

 

Abstentions - The number of delegations actively abstaining (as opposed 

to simply failing to vote) will be recorded and the right to explain its vote 

may be allowed to a delegation which abstains.  However, abstentions will 

not count either for or against the adoption of a motion, i.e. a resolution 

will pass if the number for exceeds the number against regardless of the 

number of abstentions.  Chairs may declare that abstentions are not in 

order. 

 

Veto Rights - The Security Council will apply the special provisions 

concerning voting as stated in the UN Charter. 


