
North Berwick High School 

Humans For Sale 

Hi! I’m Rachel and I’ll be chairing the Human Rights committee this year along 

with Jessica. I appreciate that some of you may be nervous as this may be your 

first conference, however I hope we can make this a great experience for 

everyone. Each committee will have a varying level of experienced and new 

debaters, but it is important to remember that these experienced debaters were 

once new to this conference, and you are not alone. I would encourage those 

who are new to speak up, even if it is only once. 

If you have any questions feel free to ask myself or Jessica on the day or email 

us in advance. 

What is it? 

The United Nations Declaration of Human Rights defines human trafficking as 

"the recruitment, transport, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a person by such 

means as threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud 

or deception for the purpose of exploitation."   

Almost every country in the world is affected by human trafficking and it can 

come in many forms for example: forced labour and sexual exploitation. 

Victims of human trafficking experience physical, psychological and sexual 

abuse in the forms of torture and ill-treatment.  

 

Why does it happen? 

Human trafficking has quickly become a uniquely dangerous method employed 

by various organised crime networks worldwide. This is not only a problem in 

terms of its obvious immorality and illegality but it has also become a popular 

method for serious criminal organisations to accumulate additional funds easily 

on a global scale. In fact, human trafficking is known to make around £32 

billion annually, and is regarded as one of the most lucrative criminal 

endeavours worldwide. This “industry” has become so valuable that the UN’s 

office on drugs and crime issued a statement commenting that “There are even 

reports that trafficking groups are switching their cargo from drugs to human 

beings, in a search for higher profits at lower risk”. 

It must also be acknowledged that this is not merely an economic issue but a 

human one, affecting around 21 million people worldwide according to the anti-



trafficking group Unseen UK. The International Labour Organisation 

commented in 2005 that “The majority of trafficked victims come from the 

poorest countries and the poorest strata of the national population”. 

What can be done? 

What is particularly troubling about this issue is that it appears to have no 

intention of going away. The National Crime Agency (NCA) estimates that in 

2015 there was a 40% increase in the number of people admitted to national 

referral in relation to human trafficking. This issue is inherently widespread as 

the NCA further reports that victims of human trafficking in the UK were from 

over 100 different countries of origin. The very fact that modern day slavery is 

still an issue in both the developed and developing world is clearly 

unacceptable. It is therefore natural that more must be done in order to eradicate 

this issue. 

Ultimately human trafficking is an issue of mass exploitation in a number of 

different ways. Human Trafficking will always be considered a victim-based 

crime and therefore resources should be allocated not only towards the 

prosecution of wrongdoers but in assisting those that have been affected by it 

personally. This is clearly a significant issue as 39% of trafficked adults and 

27% of trafficked children were shown to suffer Post traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD) on average. The psychology of trafficked victims is an extremely 

important concern and should be treated as such. 

Another area in which improvement could be made is in enhanced cooperation 

between police forces internationally. One notably effective campaign against 

human trafficking was Operation Pentameter taken on by the UK. This stressed 

close working relations between various police forces across Europe in an 

attempt to address human trafficking as an international issue. Collaboration 

with outside organisations such as Europol has also proven to be effective in the 

past. It is important to deal with human trafficking not only as a national issue. 

 

 

Points to consider 

 How does your country deal with human trafficking at present? 

 Is it a major issue in your country? 

 How can the issue be solved? 



 Are there any preventative methods? 

 

What next? 

Firstly, research your country’s stance on this issue.  Next, write a position 

paper and email it to me by 16
th

 September - nbrwats11@edubuzz.org 

For those of you who don’t know a position paper is, it is a 50 word document 

explaining your country’s position on the topic for debate.  

 

Articles to look at 

 
http://www.ungift.org/doc/knowledgehub/resourcecentre/GIFT_Human_Traffic

king_An_Overview_2008.pdf 
 

http://www.humantrafficking.org/organizations/350 

http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm 

http://www.medicaldaily.com/human-trafficking-takes-serious-toll-mental-

health-ptsd-and-depression-often-357674 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?newwindow=1&espv=2&q=human+trafficki

ng+mental+health&oq=+human+trafficking+menta&gs_l=serp.3.0.0l2j0i20j0i2

2i30l3.821300.823185.0.824642.7.7.0.0.0.0.221.717.5j1j1.7.0....0...1c.1.64.ser

p..0.7.715.8z7BLe_cvTA 

 

http://16days.thepixelproject.net/16-ways-to-take-action-against-human-

trafficking/ 

 

http://www.iadb.org/en/news/webstories/2006-11-02/human-traffickings-

dirty-profits-and-huge-costs,3357.html 
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http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/about-us/what-we-do/specialist-

capabilities/uk-human-trafficking-centre/prevention-protecting-victims-and-

prosecution 

 

http://www.wvi.org/laos/article/are-we-doing-enough-prevent-human-

trafficking 

 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2011/February/awareness-and-

education-are-key-to-beating-human-trafficking.html 

 

 

 

To find out more about your country  

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/  

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm 
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