
 

 

The question of Overpopulation 

 

How should the UN resolve the issues surrounding overpopulation? 

 

Hi, I’m Emily Rowell and at this NBHS MUN 16 I’ll be chairing the Environment committee 

along with Grace Holling. MUN is a great organisation which provides young people with the 

experience of a UN debate. We would encourage everyone to participate and prepare for the 

debate; it makes it all the more enjoyable. 

 

So, for those who are questioning what to do, we welcome a position paper on your 

country’s view on the topic (overpopulation), and a resolution of what your country plans to 

do about it. If there is any confusion about the topic or any questions please email us 

(nberowe12@edubuzz.org or nbgholl12@edubuzz.org )  

 

The first debate is focusing on overpopulation and how the UN will deal with this growing 

issue. The population of the planet is reaching unsustainable levels as it faces shortage of 

resources like water, fuel and food. Population explosion in less developed and developing 

countries is straining the already scarce resources. Intensive agriculture practices to produce 

food damages the environment through use of chemical fertilizer, pesticides and 

insecticides. Overpopulation is one of the crucial current environmental problems. Human 

beings are currently causing the greatest mass extinction of species since the extinction of 

the dinosaurs 65 million years ago at rates 1000 to 10,000 times faster than normal. 

 

 By 2100 the population will have grown to 28 billion. This rapid rise of the human population 

has dramatically reshaped the natural environment destroying habitats at an alarming rate. 

 

According to a Harvard study, "Over the next forty years, nearly all (97%) of the 2.3 billion 

projected increase will be in the less developed regions, with nearly half (49%) in Africa." 

Already strained with relentless population explosion, many developing countries, such as in 

Sub Saharan Africa and Southern Asia, will experience a degradation of their quality and 

length of life as they face increasing difficulties to supply water, food, energy and housing to 

their growing populations, which will have major repercussions for public health, security 

measures and economic growth.  

 

Some questions to consider for your topic are: 

 

 Is overpopulation a growing issue in your country? 

 

 What will be the consequences of overpopulation e.g food shortages? 

 

 How will your country deal with the issue of overpopulation? 

 

 How will this be funded? 

 

 

Some useful links: 

mailto:nberowe12@edubuzz.org
mailto:nbgholl12@edubuzz.org


 

 

http://www.overpopulation.org/  

-world population awareness  

 

http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-overpopulation.php  

-an eco-friendly look on solving  the issue of overpopulation 

 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/human-overpopulation-still-an-issue-of-concern/ -

interesting article which talks about overpopulation in specific countries 

 

http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/extinction/ 

-the science behind overpopulation  

 

 

 

Good Luck everyone!  
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