
Survival of our species - A Captivating Problem? 

Environment: Is breeding animals in captivity the safest way to ensure the survival of our species? 

 

Hi, my name is Grace Holling and I will be chairing the Environment Committee alongside Emily 

Rowell at NBMUN16. I am looking forward to seeing everyone who is taking part in our first ever 

MUN. I understand it can be daunting if this is your first conference but it’s a great thing to be part 

of and, if you have any questions, we will be happy to answer them. I look forward to meeting you 

all on the 30th of September and to receiving your position papers (a brief outline - in around 50 

words - of your country’s stance on this issue) via email: nbgholl12@edubuzz.org 

 

One of our topics for debate is: ‘Is captive breeding the right way to save a species?’  

Scientists have proven that animals live shorter lives in captivity than in the wild.  African elephants 

live for 60-70 years in the wild but only around 40 years in captivity. This is due to many factors such 

as exercise.  Elephants walk around 50 miles in a day, occasionally more if food is scarce.  In a 

confined area such as a zoo or a circus this target is impossible. In the wild elephants live in family 

groups so in captivity they can suffer stress due to a lack of opportunity to socialise with their own 

species, coupled with an inability to follow their natural behavioural patterns. This isn’t only 

noticeable in elephants but also orcas at, for example, Sea World. Often families are separated, 

which obviously isn’t natural and can cause stress to an animal. One orca at Tenerife Sea World 

water park was seen beaching itself at the side of the pool, an action that has never been seen in the 

wild.  Mental instability is highly common in captive animals.  

 

However, the main reason the numbers of certain species are declining is due to the loss of natural 

habitat. The deforestation in the Amazon or the land degradation in Africa are both threatening to 

animals. Poaching is also on the increase. Animals born and bred in captivity are safe and unaware of 

the threats the outside world has to them. Some species are extinct in the wild. For example; close 

to home, at Edinburgh zoo, there are 3 adults and one chick of the Socorro Dove. This bird was 

wiped out in the wild because it nested on the ground. This made the bird a target for feral cats 

which destroyed both the birds and their chicks.  Their decline was further exacerbated by sheep 

which were introduced into their habitat and which then ate the plants the birds relied on for food 

and shelter. 

With natural habitats becoming more scarce and dangerous; do zoos offer safety for these animals? 

In the past, zoos were the only means by which people could see exotic animals; this has now of 

course changed. Documentaries are readily available and now better quality and more easily 

accessible than ever before. Increasingly, wealthier tourists opt for the safari experience to see 

animals in the wild.  Is there still the need and want for zoos? It’s one thing to see a tiger on 

television but does seeing the animal in the flesh promote a greater sympathy and interest in the 

animals’ welfare? 
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Are zoos harming these animals by keeping them caged up or are they helping conserve the species 

population?  

 

When researching for your country you may wish to look into these things: 

 What is the impact of zoos, theme parks and other places of attraction where animals are 

kept in captivity? 

 Has the role of zoos changed since the 1960s? 

 What is the impact on your countries’ economy? 

 Zoos and other animal entertainment parks argue that their primary role is to care for and 

conserve animals’ welfare, but is this case? 

 What are the alternatives to captive breeding in continuing the survival of endangered 

species? 

 Whose responsibility would it be to implement changes? 

 Should countries be forced to move captive animals if they do not comply? 

 

Best of luck with your research; here are some useful websites to help you start. 

 

Horizon documentary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irS_5eVFUo   

Science behind zoos 

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/thoughtfulanimal/bringingsciencetothezoo/  

Zoos current role http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/howdozooshelpendangeredanimals/  

The role of a modern zoo 

http://perthzoo.wa.gov.au/aboutus/faq/generalzooquestions/whatistheroleofmodernzoos/  
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