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Aung San Suu Ki 

Hello and welcome to NBHS MUN conference 2017! I am Matthew Fox and 

will be co-chairing the Human Rights committee with Kirsty Cram Mitchell. I 

am thoroughly looking forward to this year’s MUN and believe that we have 

a fantastic range of topics to debate.  

It is strongly recommended that you submit a short (50-75 words) briefing 

paper explaining your country’s viewpoint on the topic. This can be emailed 

to: nbmafox12@edubuzz.org . For consideration for an award at the MUN 

conference it is essential that you also submit a resolution paper for at least 

one of the topics. This should help you to fully engage with debate and 

develop deeper knowledge of the subject area. Please bring printed copies 

of your resolution(s) to the conference along with a copy on a USB drive. If 

you require any help please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

Myanmar 

Also known as Burma, Myanmar is a country with a lengthy and complex 

history of conflict. Incorporated forcefully into the British Empire in the 19th 

century, the country was a province of India until it was made a separate, 

self-governed colony in 1937. It became independent of the United Kingdom 

in 1948.  

It was ruled by a series of dictators, military juntas and illegitimate 

governments until 2016. During this time, the pro-democracy activist and 

opposition politician Aung San Suu Kyi rose to prominence. She was a focal 

point for campaigners, even while under house arrest, and won the 1991 

Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts. 

On 30th March 2016 Suu Kyi took office as the first widely recognised, 

legitimate leader of her home country since its independence. 

The Rohingya 

One of the many conflicts that has been bubbling beneath the surface of 

Myanmar is the religion-fuelled tension between the majority Buddhist 

population (around 88% of the country) and the ethnic minority Rohingy a 

Muslim group (around 4% of the population).  
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There is a history of communal distrust between the 

Rohingya, who live almost entirely in the western stateof 

Rakhine, and their majority neighbours, escalated by 

persecution of the Rohingya by the government, which refuses to recognise 

the minority as citizens, claiming instead that they are illegal immigrants from 

Bangladesh, denying them rights and legal protection. 

The Current Situation 

There has been violence on both sides of the divide. The Arakan Rohingya 

Salvation Army (ARSA) is an insurgent group that has perpetrated attacks 

against military targets within Myanmar in order to protest the oppression of 

the Rohingya people. Citing these attacks and other 'terrorist threats,' the 

Myanmar government has clashed repeatedly with the civilian population of 

Rohingya. Hundreds of thousands of people have fled their homes, 

becoming internal refugees or commonly seeking shelter in more 

sympathetic neighbouring nations such as Bangladesh. 

Since the 25th of August 2017 the situation has become even more 

pronounced. On that date ARSA launched attacks on police posts in 

Rakhine, killing a dozen members of the security forces. In response to this the 

Myanmar military have cracked down on the region, attacking those they 

call "extremist Bengali terrorists", implying that they are illegal immigrants and 

guilty of targeting civilians. 

Both sides now accuse each other of killing civilians indiscriminately; ARSA are 

accused of conscription, coercion and increasing conflict in the region. 

Reports from the region suggest the military have been systematically razing 

Rohingya villages to the ground and massacring their inhabitants – acts the 

UN says 'very likely' constitute crimes against humanity. It has also been 

reported that the government has been placing land mines (which are 

banned by international law) along the border with Bangladesh to prevent 

Rohingya refugees escaping, and that these have already killed several 

people. 

Aung San Suu Kyi 

Thousands are likely dead and hundreds of thousands have fled their homes 

and become refugees to escape the violence. At this point many expected 

the apparent paragon of human rights who leads the country to do 

something in response to the horrifying situation in her own country. 

Instead, by and large, Suu Kyi has been conspicuous only in her silence. She 

has denied that the violence is an attempt at ethnic cleansing, but criticism 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=yboXWAV7&id=3F5D79A7B385DA78A89096912346DA4F7E9D0D2B&thid=OIP.yboXWAV7Q17k_fzyd_zulwEsEC&q=un+logo&simid=608022639083719285&selectedIndex=0&adlt=strict


NBHS Model United Nations 2017 

Human Rights Committee Briefing Paper 

of her lack of action continues by figures such as Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu (famous for fighting apartheid in South 

Africa), who urged her to "speak out for justice, human rights 

and the unity of your people". There have even been calls for her to be 

stripped of her Nobel prize in light of recent events. 

Suu Kyi has cited a "huge iceberg of misinformation" as the source of 

international perceptions of the situation in Rakhine, and promised that her 

government would "try our best". However with the situation showing no signs 

of improvement, the question remains: what should the UN do to protect the 

human rights of everyone involved in this situation? 

 

Points for Consideration: 

 What is the Rohingya's right to their home? 

 How can refugees now desperately in need be helped? 

 How can Myanmar protect itself from the action of ARSA effectively? 

 What actions are an appropriate response to terrorism? 

 What actions should the UN take to ensure peace and the upholding 

of international law? 

 Should Myanmar (or Aung San Suu Kyi personally) be punished for their 

actions? 

Useful Sources 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bm.html  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-41420973  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/04/the-guardian-

view-on-the-slaughter-in-myanmar-a-against-humanity  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/29/myanmar-un-ethnic-

cleansing-genocide-rohingya  

https://globalnews.ca/news/3765635/united-nations-myanmar-crisis-most-

urgent-refugee-emergency/  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57770  
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