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Online hate crime - How do we manage the growing 

issue?  
 

Welcome to the NBHS Model United Nations Conference 2017.  My name is Olivia Ford and 

along with my colleague Gaby Smith, we will be chairing the Media Committee and their 

colourful debates. We are looking forward to meeting all the delegates from many different 

schools to debate and come to a conclusion on today’s global issues in the media.  We ask 

that each country prepares a position paper detailing their country’s view on each issue to be 

discussed.  This need be no more than a brief paragraph of around 50 words.  Please email 

this position paper to nboford12@edubuzz.org or nbgsmit12@edubuzz.org.  We also 

suggest you prepare some resolutions to bring along on the day which express what actions 

your country would want the UN to take on the topic.  This will allow you to become more 

involved in the debate throughout the day and gives you the opportunity to participate fully.  

Good luck and we look forward to seeing you on the 10th November! 

 

Introduction to Debate 
 

Hate crime is defined as a crime motivated by either a racial, sexual or other prejudice.  This 

is a definition which has been widely accepted and in use by countries for many years. 

However, with the multitude of modern developments in technology and the rise of social 

media platforms, hate crime has diversified and moved into the online sphere.  Offensive 

content and those who espouse those views now have the capability to reach and affect 

millions of people across all corners of the Earth instantaneously.    

 

Official figures for 2017 show a documented 20% rise in all forms of hate crime, including 

online. Often online hate crime involves abusive or threatening language, and this behaviour 

has the capacity to cause severe distress, emotional or psychological, to those individuals or 

groups on the receiving end of the abuse.  A recent study though found that 43% of hate 

crime is not reported to the authorities, which can hamper efforts being made to reduce the 

prevalence of the views being expressed. 

 

It can also be difficult to identify the instant content and the views expressed within become 

hateful, and therefore illegal.  Moreover, due to the nature of the Internet, it can be at times 

impossible to identify the true identity or location of the culprit.  The issue is further 

complicated when the Human Right of free speech is taken into consideration.  It may even 

end up protecting those who promote prejudice or hateful points of view.   

 

Some points to consider 
 

● Is online hate crime a growing issue in your country? 

● What measures has your government taken to reduce the rise in hate crime and are 

there better guidelines on what is appropriate online? 

mailto:nbgsmit12@edubuzz.org


 
 

  MUN Briefing Paper 
 

 

● Should free speech rights be reduced if they harm others? 

● How can the UN raise awareness of hate crime online and increase the numbers 

who report it? 

 

 

Useful Links 
 

http://time.com/4318817/hate-crimes/ 

- Information on hate crimes in general across the globe 

 

http://mediasmarts.ca/digital-media-literacy/digital-issues/online-hate 

- Deconstructed information on online hate crime  

 

http://www.legislationline.org/topics/topic/4 

- Hate crime legislation in some countries worldwide 
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