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Environment Committee 

  

Reducing Carbon Emissions  
  

Hi everyone, my name is Holly Ferguson and I will be chairing the 

Environment Committee alongside Lewis Greenwood. This is North 

Berwick’s third Model United Nations and I am sure it will be equally 

successful as our previous conferences. We hope to encourage all 

delegates, with or without experience, to enjoy and participate in all of 

the opportunities MUN has to offer.  

 

Background Information  

 

Carbon dioxide emissions climbed 1.6% in 2017, this coming from both 

developed and developing countries. Carbon emission levels continue to 

climb despite countries’ promises to reduce their levels of output. Asia 

accounted to two thirds of the increase. The main problem with reducing 

carbon emissions is the demand for fossil fuels. Oil demand increased 

by 1.5 million barrels per day. The pressure to still supply electricity, fuel, 

and produce products prevents many countries from meeting their target 

reductions, especially when renewable alternatives are not as efficient, 

and more expensive.  

  

Carbon dioxide is released through the burning of fossil fuels. Transport 

contributes the most to carbon dioxide emissions; in 2016 it was 28.5%. 

The over-use of cars means that more fuel is being burned than ever 

before; as well as the use of aeroplanes which use large levels of fuel to 

power their journeys. Over 90% of the fuel used in cars in petrol based. 

Electricity production is also a large contributor to carbon emissions. 
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Around 68% of electricity comes from fossil fuels. Industrial use of fossil 

fuel produces large amounts of carbon emissions that is used as energy, 

or is released from chemical reactions used to make raw materials. 

Forestry, residential, commercial, and agricultural are another causes of 

increasing carbon emissions.  

  

Increasing carbon emissions contributes to air pollution as green-house 

gases are trapped in the atmosphere thus increasing global 

temperatures. This can then result in an increase of natural disasters, as 

evaporation rates increase. It is possible that there could be the 

extinction of at least 10% of land species and coral reefs suffer 80% 

bleaching. Sea levels are predicted to increase as glacial ice and snow 

melts as global temperature increases. There could also be an increase 

in the spread of tropical/vector borne diseases, like yellow fever, as 

warmer areas expand. If levels of carbon emissions continue to rise the 

effects are irreversible. The situation has never been direr. Now is the 

time for countries to act.  

  

Efforts have been made to reduce carbon emissions on a global and 

national scale, but how effective these policies and targets are is 

questionable. The 2016 Paris Agreement is the most monumental effort 

to solve our planet’s toxic relationship with fossil fuels. Over 200 

countries signing in agreement to keep global temperatures “well below” 

two degrees Celsius. However, many countries carbon footprints do not 

match the targets of the Paris Agreement. This is possibly due to the fact 

that the targets of the Paris Agreement are not legally binding, so 

countries do not have to comply. Another possible solution could be 

renewable energy, carbon offsets, or carbon taxes.  
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Points to consider: 

 

· Whether or not your country is for or against lowering their use of 

fossil fuels? 

· How your country has tried to reduce carbon emissions? 

· How effective their attempts at reducing carbon emissions have 

been? 

· Possible options to ensure that countries actually reduce their 

fossil fuel use 

 

  

Useful Sites 

  

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-

data 

  

http://www.globalcarbonatlas.org/en/CO2-emissions 

  

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/what-is-the-

paris-agreement 

  

Please email me a position paper of about 50-100 words, detailing your 

country’s position on reducing carbon emissions. Please also email me 

any resolutions so that we can have these ready prior to the committee 

meeting. Remember to bring printed out copies so that other delegates 

can read and sign your resolution. 

  

Lewis and I look forward to seeing you, if you have any questions please 

ask.  

  

My email: nb13fergh@edubuzz.org 
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