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Child Labour - Restrictions and Punishment 
 

Hello Delegates, I’m Hamish Walker and I will be chairing the Human Rights 

Committee alongside Kirsty Cram Mitchell. I appreciate that some of you may be 

nervous as this may be your first conference, as it is mine. However, I hope we can 

all enjoy this experience and allow everyone to contribute fairly. Each committee will 

have a varying level of experience including some first timers to more veteran 

delegates, so it is important to note that those with more experience are here to 

guide and help us new members. 

 

I would strongly suggest that in preparation for the debate you write a position paper 

on your country’s viewpoint on the issue. This should only be around 50-75 words as 

it is just a summary. If you are aiming to win an award it is vital that you send your 

position paper. You can email your position paper for this debate to 

nb14walkh@edubuzz.org. As well as writing a position paper, I highly recommend 

that you write a resolution paper on the topics which reflect your country’s views; 

expressing what action your country would want the UN to take. Writing a resolution 

will help you to be more involved in the debate and helps you learn the format of 

Model United Nations if you haven’t participated before. If you have any inquiries 

about writing a resolution or the format of the debate please email me with any 

questions (the help guide on our MUN website gives you a step by step guide as 

well)!   

 

The official United Nations definition of child labour is ‘work carried out to the 

detriment and endangerment of a child, in violation of international law and national 

legislation. It either deprives children of schooling or requires them to assume the 

dual burden of schooling and work’.  

 

It forces children to work in tough/hazardous conditions including slavery, forced 

labour and illicit activities including drug trafficking and prostitution. With no to little 

pay, a lot of this work leads to serious illnesses and inequalities. 

 

Today, throughout the world, around 218 million children (between the ages of 5-17) 

work, many full-time. Among them, 152 million are victims of child labour; almost half 

are aged 5-11 years. This prevents them from taking part in much needed play as 

well as creating relationships with their peers.  

 

Among the 152 million, almost half (73 million), work in hazardous conditions, many 

of these children do not receive sufficient nutrition or care. 
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Prevalence around the world: 

● 1 in 5 children in Africa (19.6%) 

● 1 in 35 children in the Arab States (2.9%) 

● 1 in 25 in Europe and Central Asia (4.1%) 

● 1 in 19 in the Americas (5.3%)  

● 1 in 14 in Asia and the Pacific region (7.4%) 

Gender Split;  

● Among 152 million children in child labour, 88 million are boys and 64 million 

are girls. 

● 58% of all children in child labour and 62% of all children in hazardous work 

are boys. Boys appear to face a greater risk of child labour than girls, but 

this may also be a reflection of an under-reporting of girls’ work, particularly 

in domestic child labour. 

Action; 

The ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ adopted by the world leaders in 2015  calls 

on all UN countries to take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced 

labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking. They also want to eliminate all 

forms of child labour by 2025. Action on the abolition of child labour has intensified 

over the last four years and significant advances have been made since the first 

Global Report on the subject. 

Points to consider: 

❖ How prevalent is the issue within your country? 

❖ How much is being done to help restrict child labour? 

❖ What could be done to help limit child labour? 

❖ How much involvement should the UN have, or should it be country 

specific? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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Useful Links 

● http://www.un.org/en/events/childlabourday/index.shtml 

● https://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm  

● https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/lang--

en/index.htm 

● https://www.unicef.org/protection/files/Child_Labour_and_UNICEF_in_Actio

n.pdf  

○ Brazil Page 5, 6, 10 

○ Burkina Faso Page 6 

○ Tanzania P6 

○ Pakistan P9 
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