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Hi, my name is Finn Lindo-Dunn and I will be chairing the political committee this year with Bethan 

Richards. This is my third time chairing at an MUN as I have chaired twice at North Berwick and 

once at Hutchesons’ Grammar School in Glasgow. All resolutions and past papers should be 

submitted to either myself or Bethan at nb13lindf@edubuzz.org or nb13richb@edubuzz.org    

 

This year I have chosen to chair a debate on the controversial topic of Erdogan, the president of 

Turkey. I highly recommend that as a delegate, you should  research your country’s position and 

create a resolution paper if the nation you represent has strong views on the subject.  

 

Erdogan: power and Corruption in the Near East.  

 

Recent events in Turkey have raised serious concerns about the path that the Turkish people and their 

president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, are going down. Many western powers have started to refer to 

Erdogan’s government as a “regime” and have accused him of undermining one of the last 

democracies in the Near East. The state of Turkey has only rescinded its state of emergency which 

was declared in July 2016 following an attempted coup against Erdogan and his government’s 

institutions. Many political pundits on both the left and the right have pointed to similarities between 

the actions of Erdogan and those of Mussolini in Italy between 1922 and 1925 and Antonio Salazar in 

Portugal in 1926.  

 

It goes without saying that the situation in Turkey is alarming, especially considering how unstable 

the region already is. Turkey has made serious military commitments to fighting the Islamic State but 

have simultaneously led devastating offensives against Kurdish ethnic groups, an act which many 

have considered the start of a deep ethnic cleansing policy. Others consider the show of Turkish 

military force in the Levant as mere posturing and a warning from Erdogan that should any action be 

taken against his ruthless unpicking of democracy, he will have the capability to retaliate with 

devastating efficiency.  

 

Similarly, the Erdogan  government has just gone through a severe economic crisis that has rocked 

their republic. It is well known that harsh economic time are the breeding ground for extremism. No 

major actions have been taken against Erdogan as of yet. however , many nations in the Middle East 

and Europe have raised concern over the growing autocracy of the Turk regime. Over 150 journalists 

are in prison in Turkey and around 40 political activists, some of whom have been at the heads of 

major political parties, have gone missing.    

Some points to consider are:  
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● How will the destruction of democracy in the Turkish republic affect the Near East and the 

wars in Syria and Iraq?  

● Turkey is applying to become part of the EU - will the actions of Erdogan jeopardise this?  

● How will recent events in Turkey affect the NATO alliance?  

● Will recent economic sanctions by the US upon Turkey hinder or further Erdogan’s seizure of 

power? 

 

There may also be other points specific to the nation which you represent. It is best to consider the 

economic, political and regional consequences of any action, whether it be military related or not.  

Some useful links:  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/turkey-coup-attempt 

 

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-coup-attempt-15-july-2016-how-did-it-change-

country-erdogan-gulen-troops-bosphorus-343352071 

 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/09/erdogan-sworn-turkeys-president-vast-new-

powers/ 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09wcqz6 
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