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Yemen Conflict: Stabilising the Yemeni State 

Hello delegates, my name is Bethan Richards and I will be chairing the political 

committee alongside my colleague Finn Lindo-Dunn. This will be my first time acting as 

chair and my fourth ever MUN conference. I know that I can speak on behalf of Finn 

when I say that we are both excited for this year’s MUN conference and look forward to 

see lively and stimulating debates on the topics we have lined up for you. 

Yemen Conflict: Stabilising the Yemeni State will be one of two topics debated in the 

political committee. I strongly suggest that in preparation for debate, you write a short 

position paper of around 50-75 words that summarises your country’s stance on the issue. 

It is a vital requirement if you want to be considered for receiving an award at the 

conference. These can be emailed to either me nb13richb@edubuzz.org or Finn, 

nb13lindf@edubuzz.org .  As well as writing a position paper, I highly recommend you 

write a resolution paper which reflects the view of your country; expressing what actions 

your country wants the UN to take. Writing a resolution will give you a greater 

understanding of the context and nature of the issue as well as allow you to become more 

involved within the debate. Please bring multiple paper copies of your resolution to the 

debate plus a copy on a USB drive. If you have any inquiries do not hesitate to contact us! 

Yemen, an Arabic Muslim country situated south of the Arabian Peninsula is bordered by 

Saudi Arabia in the north and Oman in the east. Despite its close proximity to a highly 

significant energy chokepoint, Strait of Hormuz, Yemen remains the poorest country in 

all of the Arab nations.  Its population consists of 56% Sunni Muslims, 2% of Ja’fari and 

Western Ismalli Shi’a Muslims and 42% Zaidi Shi’a Muslims. Yemen has struggled to 

stabilise itself since the Arab Spring when Ali Abdullah Saleh was forced to step down 

and hand over his presidency to his deputy Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi Mansour. Hadi was 

forced to resign his presidential position following Houthis takeover but has since 

traveled to Aden (Yemen), Riyadh (Saudi Arabia), New York (USA) among others to 

carry out presidential affairs. 

For the past three years, the country has seen nothing but bloodshed between the Houthis 

(a Shia supporting religious-political-militant group) and supporters of the Yemen’s 

internationally recognised government.Yemeni and Houthis conflicts can be traced back 

to 2004 in the Northern Province of Saada in Yemen. Such conflicts well and truly came 

into fruition in 2014 when the Houthis seized control of Yemen capital of Sana’a and 



progressed southwards to Aden, Yemen’s second biggest city. On 23rd March 2015 

neighbouring northern state Saudi Arabia, a Sunni country announced its military 

campaign, “Operation Decisive Storm” and Yemen had become engulfed in a full scale 

war. This Arab state coalition were decidedly united in combatting Houthis advancements 

and restoring the Yemen government. This coalition of Arab states is comprised of Saudi 

Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Senegal 

and Sudan and has amassed support from several countries and organisations. Saudi 

Arabia are held accountable for leading this coalition and have launched many air 

campaigns on large patches of land which is perceived to Houthis territory. Tensions are 

rising with the presence of terrorist group al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

which is based in eastern regions of Yemen. An end to this civil unrest does not appear to 

be insight, Yemen is in political limbo and currently this situation can only be described 

as bleak. 

Points for Consideration 

● What actions should the UN or other bodies take to ensure the restoration of the 

sovereignty of the Yemeni state whilst upholding international law? 

● What negotiations are possible between belligerents in the Yemen conflict? 

● How can Yemen be economically reborn? 

● How can the Yemeni citizens be supported and the refugee crisis be alleviated? 

● What is the cost of war? 

● Is it time for peace talks?  

Useful links: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ym.html 

https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/yemen.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29319423 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLRgdFP-s30&vl=en 

https://news.un.org/en/focus/yemen 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/17/the-guardian-view-

on-yemen-our-complicity-lies-bare 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ym.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ym.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/yemen.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/yemen.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29319423
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29319423
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLRgdFP-s30&vl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLRgdFP-s30&vl=en
https://news.un.org/en/focus/yemen
https://news.un.org/en/focus/yemen
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/17/the-guardian-view-on-yemen-our-complicity-lies-bare
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/17/the-guardian-view-on-yemen-our-complicity-lies-bare

