
 

 

Decriminalising drug use- the way forward or a future war?  

 

 

Hello delegates, my name is Keira Maynard and I will be chairing 

the political committee alongside my colleague Marcia Callander. 

This will be my first time acting as chair and I know that I can 

speak on behalf of Marcia when I say that we are both excited for 

this year’s MUN conference and look forward to see lively and 

stimulating debates on the topics we have lined up for you. 

 

Drug Policy: Legalisation of marijuana will be one of two topics debated in the political 

committee. I strongly suggest that in preparation for debate, you write a short position paper 

of around 50-75 words that summarises your country’s stance on the issue. It is a vital 

requirement if you want to be considered for receiving an award at the conference. These 

can be emailed to either me nbkmayn16@edubuzz.org or Marcia, 

nbmcall16@edubuzz.org. As well as writing a position paper, I highly recommend that you 

write a resolution paper which reflects the view of your country; expressing what actions 

your country wants the UN to take. Writing a resolution will give you a greater 

understanding of the context and nature of the issue as well as allow you to become more 

involved within the debate. Please bring multiple paper copies of your resolution to the 

debate plus a copy on a USB drive. If you have any inquiries do not hesitate to contact us!  

 

The Question of the Legalisation of Marijuana is one that has been hotly debated all around 

the world. One side of the argument believe that legalisation would have a detrimental 

effect to the general population of a country and the other side believing that it is not nearly 

as harmful is it is portrayed and that it might even have some medicinal use. In order to 

resolve this issue we must debate with solid facts and statistics as well as take into account 

the finer details such as a countries culture and how it would be marketed if it were to 

become legal.  

 

The use of Cannabis used to be highly frowned upon and reserved for the lower class to 

use. However in response to new research, governments have been able to relax laws on 

cannabis usage. Whether it is for medicinal reasons, socializing, obtaining a high, or 

escaping depression, in today’s society, marijuana or cannabis is commonly used by many 

teens and adults.  

 

Mounting evidence has indicated that strict prohibitionist policies and harsh sentences for 

drug offenders are counter-productive. Many see marijuana as a harmful substance which 

should not be tolerated given the risks it has on society. There is a fear of marijuana’s effect 

on memory, work ethic and impotence rates in males, but these claims have been disputed 

by the pro-marijuana lobby, who argue that the benefits outweigh the negatives and that 

people should be free to do what they want with their own body. There are also worries that 

marijuana legalisation will allow many to use it as a ‘gateway’ to other narcotics such as 

cocaine and heroin. However, some say there is lots of evidence that initiation of weed use 

connects users to the illegal market. It draws young people into criminalised environments 

and connects them to harder substances. Emphasising the need for this connection to be 

broken and users to be blocked from accessing harder substances. 
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SOME EXAMPLES OF POLICIES ON THIS ISSUE 

One could use the ‘pragmatic tolerance policy’ most famously used in the Netherlands in 

which Marijuana is not legalized however the marketing or consumption of it is not 

prosecuted. 

One could simply legalise marijuana for medicinal and recreational purposes like in the 

state of Colorado.    

One could legalise marijuana only for medical purposes, whereby it would have to be 

prescribed as anti-pain medication.   

One could take a more conservative approach and keep the marketing and consumption of 

Marijuana illegal but create so called ‘fixing rooms’ where drug addicts are able to take 

Marijuana while being under the supervision of a physician. The primary objective of this is 

to keep those who are addicted safe. This is a strategy used in Denmark. In one year over 

a hundred lives have been saved: the number of people dying of overdose from all drugs 

has halved. 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

How dangerous is the drug? 

What policies should be set in place by the UN? (i.e. driving while using the drug, only for 

medicinal purposes.) 

To what degree should marijuana be legalised?  Should it be available freely, or only as a 

prescribed medical drug?   

What regulation should be on the sale and packaging of it where it is legalised?  How can 

international co-operation be achieved on this issue given the wide range of views?   

What steps can be taken by the UN to regulate an international trade in marijuana from a 

state with liberal drugs policies to one with more conservative drugs policies?   

How do we stop it becoming a gateway to more dangerous narcotics? 

What happens to those if serving time solely for drug offenses? 

  

USEFUL LINKS 

https://www.theweek.co.uk/59417/should-cannabis-be-legalised-the-pros-and-cons-of-

decriminalising-drugs 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-35749080 

http://www.drugwatch.org/resources/publications/position-statements-and-resolutions/163-

against-legalization-or-decriminalization-of-drugs.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-23374228 
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