
MUN Briefing Paper 

Enhanced Interrogation or just plain Torture? 

 

Hello delegates, my name is Marcia Callander and I will be 

chairing the Political Committee along with my co-chair Keira 

Maynard. This year's MUN will be the first time chairing for 

both of us, but I know that we are both eager to hear your 

country’s take on our topics.  

 

One of the topics debated in the political party will be Enhanced Interrogation and we 

ask that you write a short position paper, around 50 - 75 words that gives a brief 

summary of your country's stance on the topic. Position papers should be submitted 

to my email: nbmcall16@edubuzz.org. Additionally, I suggest that you write a 

resolution paper for the issue, as it will give you a further understanding on the topic. 

Please bring a physical resolution paper as well as emailing it to my above email. I 

am looking forward to some lively and exciting debates.   

The Briefing: 

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and the Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA), in 

America are known to use “enhanced interrogation” techniques. They define these 

as a means of getting information from suspects. George Bush defended the 

methods by saying that they were used to help save lives.   

The techniques came shortly after the 2001 9/11 attacks, to try and identify terrorist 

suspects. The operations were kept secret until 2005 when they were released by 

the Washington Post. The programme involved sleep deprivation, slapping and 

simulated drowning, known as "waterboarding". Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the 

planner of the 9/11 attacks, is said to have been water boarded 183 times. 

Waterboarding can cause broken bones, brain defects and psychological issues. 

The UN Convention against Torture defined torture as "any act by which severe pain 

or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person in order 

to get information.” Torture is illegal in the US yet many human rights groups and 

foreign governments claim that the CIA operations involve torture. 

The response to the Senate Intelligence Committee’s report on the CIA’s inhuman 

interrogation techniques was critical of the US from most allies and enemies.  David 

Cameron, the British Prime Minister at the time condemned to behaviour and said 

“Torture is wrong. Torture is always wrong. Those of us want to see a safer, more 

secure world, want to see the extremism defeated. We won't succeed if we lose our 

moral authority." The UN also advised that the US prosecute many in the Bush 

Administration who were involved in the “gross violations of international human 

rights law.” 

mailto:nbmcall16@edubuzz.org


Donald Trump believes that torture works despite little evidence to show that 

anything beneficial was found out after waterboarding, or other interrogation 

techniques as some of the suspect’s admitted to lying about information in order to 

satisfy the interrogator. He has previously said that he would like to authorise the 

restart the enhanced interrogation techniques to CIA black sites. The Senate 

Intelligence Committee’s report named the techniques as deeply flawed and poorly 

managed. Barack Obama halted the use of these techniques when he came into 

office as he believed that they were inhuman and brutal.  

There are a number of other countries in the world that are thought to use torture 

including Syria, Turkey and Sri Lanka, all of which have ratified the United Nations 

Convention Against Torture. Not much has been done to try and stop these countries 

from using torture as an interrogation technique even though it appears that little 

useful information has been gathered. So is torture effective and keeping us safe or 

is it just a punishment? 

 

Points to consider: 

● Do these suspects deserve this for the possible damage and loss of lives they 

have caused? 

● Should the UN take more action against countries that use torture as part of 

their interrogation processes? 

● Is torture necessary in order to keep the general public safe? 

Useful Links: 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2017/oct/09/cia-torture-black-

site-enhanced-interrogation 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-11723189 

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/12/10/world/senate-torture-report-world-

reaction/index.html 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2014%2F12%2F

09%2Fpolitics%2Fcia-torture-report%2Findex.html%3Fhpt%3Dpo_c1 

https://www.lawfareblog.com/trump-and-law-torture 
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