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Protect our people: Should global 

immunisation be made 

mandatory? 
 

Hello delegates, I am Heather Fish, and alongside my fellow 

sixth year pupil Archie Fergusson, we will be chairing the 

Health Committee. I have participated in many MUN 

conferences, and I am looking forward to chairing for the first 

time at North Berwick High School’s MUN. I think the topics we 

have chosen for this year’s conference are relevant issues and 

I am looking forward to everyone’s contributions during the 

debates. 

 

We would strongly recommend that in order to prepare for the debate, each delegate 

produces a position paper on each of the debate topics. It should only be around 50-

75 words as it only a brief summary of your country’s point of view on the debate 

topics. It must be noted that in order to be in the running for an award you must 

produce a position paper for each topic. Position papers can be emailed to myself 

and Archie (nb14fishh@edubuzz.org and nb14ferga@edubuzz.org). On top of 

writing a position paper, it is recommended that delegates write a resolution for the 

debate topics. Writing a resolution allows you to further develop your knowledge on 

your country's stance on the issues, enabling you to contribute more during the 

debates. If you produce a resolution, you must bring multiple printed copies and an 

electronic copy on the day. This can be emailed to either of the chairs. Should you 

require any assistance when writing your resolution then do not hesitate to refer to 

the NBHS MUN website, it is a useful resource for all things MUN. Furthermore, if 

you have any queries please feel free to contact us!  

https://www.edubuzz.org/modelunitednationsnbhs/wp-

content/blogs.dir/2579/files/2016/03/How-to-write-a-resolution.pdf 

 

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) an estimated 19.4 million 

children globally did not receive worldwide vaccinations in 2018. However 

immunisation statistics are improving and each year more and more children receive 

lifesaving vaccines; for example we are closer than ever to eradicating polio 

worldwide as only 3 countries remain to have a polio endemic. Furthermore, 

maternal and neonatal tetanus has been eliminated in all but 13 countries (as of 

March 2019), tetanus being a disease with 70-100% fatality rate in new-borns. Even 

though vaccination statistics show great improvement, there is still a worrying 

number of children and adults in developing countries who do not receive treatment.  
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Reasons for lack of vaccination include: conflict, lack of hospitals and immunization 

programmes, vaccine stock outs and disease outbreaks. About 1 in 5 of 

unvaccinated children live in areas affected by conflict and fragile humanitarian 

settings, leaving them the most vulnerable to outbreaks of disease. For example in 

2017 during the cholera outbreak, 58% of the one million people affected were 

children living in Yemen, where there is political instability. Many people cannot 

afford to vaccinate their families. To fully immunize a child living in a developing 

country it would cost around $18, which in a country such as Niger where the income 

is around $60 a month, vaccinations are not the priority. 

 

However the problem does not just face those living in developing countries, as a 

new lifestyle choice has many parents choosing to not vaccinate their children and 

take a ‘natural’ approach to life. Many people adapting this lifestyle claim that 

vaccines contain chemicals and harmful ingredients that may lead to side effects and 

believe that the government should not be able to control what they put into their 

bodies. Most of the individuals making this chose belong to developed countries, 

where they can access vaccinations and treatment to most diseases and infections. 

One of the biggest child killers is measles, of which the death rate has recently 

declined by 80% worldwide, preventing an estimated 21 million deaths. So why are 

so many people putting their children and their country at risk when we as a planet 

are evolving to prevent such life threatening diseases? This year, England is below 

the World Health Organisation target of having 95% of the population vaccinated 

against diseases such as measles, mumps, rubella (MMR), pneumococcal disease 

and many more. A way to combat this threat of repeat outbreak would be to make 

vaccinations mandatory so that the entire population is immune and healthy, 

protecting us as a planet against each other. 

 

Points to consider: 

● Is your country affected by this? Is vaccination already compulsory? What is 

their stance? 

● Should you have a choice in whether your child is immunised or not? 

● Does your country have the funds to vaccinate the entire population? 

● What percentage of your country’s population is immune? 

● What are the consequences if vaccination is ignored? 

● What more can the UN do to encourage widespread vaccination 

Useful links: 

https://www.meningitis.org/blogs/should-vaccination-be-mandatory 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/immunization/ 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/immunization-coverage 

https://www.unicef.org/immunization 
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https://www.unicef.org/immunization
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https://vaccines.procon.org/ 

https://www.worlddata.info/average-income.php 

https://www.healthline.com/health-news/this-is-what-happens-when-children-dont-

get-vaccinated 
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