
Environment Committee 

 

International Cooperation and Treaties 

 

Hello everyone, my name is Alexander Bradley and I will be chairing the 

Environment Committee alongside Grace Tremlett. This is North Berwick’s third 

Model United Nations conference. We hope to encourage all delegates, with or 

without experience, to enjoy and participate in all of the opportunities MUN has to 

offer. 

Please email me a position paper of about 50-75 words, detailing your country’s 

position on reducing carbon emissions. Please also email me any resolutions so that 

we can have these ready prior to the committee meeting. Remember to bring printed 

out copies so that other delegates can read and sign your resolution. Grace and I 

look forward to seeing you, if you have any questions please ask. My email: 

nb17abradley@edubuzz.org  

 

 

Background information 

 

The first international environmental agreement was created all the way back in 

1857, in which a German agreement regulated the flow of water from Lake 

Constance to Austria and Switzerland. International environmental agreements 

became widely used in environmental governance after environmental issues came 

to the forefront of public attention in the late 1960s. 

 

Between 1857 and 2012, 747 environmental agreements have been initiated. 

 

Climate change is a global issue and so accordingly much of the climate action that 

has been taken around the world has been in response to climate issues has been 

taken to ensure a country, state, province or city meets their environmental targets. 

There have been many such agreements including; the Paris agreement, the Aarhus 

convention, the Montreal protocol, and the Copenhagen accord. 
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The Paris climate agreement has been the most well-known and arguably one of the 

most successful climate agreements, reaching near universality with only two nations 

not signing the agreement and only one later revoking their membership. 

 

While these agreements have gained serious notoriety, many have made the 

argument that these agreements are ineffectual and lack substance. This argument 

has been made primarily by many individuals, politicians, and organizations. These 

criticisms that these agreements don’t do enough are supplemented by further 

criticisms that the agreements go too far or that they address a non-problem. These 

criticisms are best embodied by US President Donald Trump, who under the 

pretence of economic issues, withdrew the US from the Paris agreement. 

 

To think about: 

● Whether or not your country is a member of the Paris climate agreement as 

well as other climate agreements. 

● How active your country has been in setting the international Agenda on 

fighting climate change. 

● Your country’s track record at following their climate agreement obligations 

 

Useful links: 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Agreement 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_parties_to_the_Paris_Agreement 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_withdrawal_from_the_Paris_Agree

ment 

● https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/paris_en 
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