
A Crisis of Displacement: The Question of Improvement in 

Refugee Camps 

 

Hello and welcome to NBHS MUN conference 2019. I am Isobel 

Adams and I will be co-chairing the Human Rights committee with 

Lois Turnbull. We are both really looking forward to this year’s MUN 

and hope to get as many people as possible involved in the 

debates.  

I would strongly suggest that in preparation for the debate you write a position paper 

on your country’s viewpoint on the issue. This should only be around 50-75 words as 

it is just a summary. You can email this to me here: nb15adami@edubuzz.org  

If you are aiming to win an award it is vital that you write your position paper as well 

as writing a resolution paper. This covers your country’s views and expresses what 

action your country would want the UN to take. Writing a resolution will help you to 

be more involved in the debate and helps you learn the format of Model United 

Nations if you haven’t participated before. Please bring a paper copy of the 

resolution on the day as well as emailing me a copy as well. If you have any inquiries 

about writing a resolution or the format of the debate please email me with any 

questions. The help guide on our MUN website gives you a step by step guide. 

The Issue  

The world is currently witnessing the highest levels of displacement on record. An 

unprecedented 70.8 million people around the world had been forced from home by 

conflict and persecution by the end of 2018. Among them are nearly 30 million 

refugees, over half of whom are under the age of 18.  

Recent conflict in countries like Afghanistan and Syria means that there has been a 

large influx in numbers of refugees and asylum seekers coming into Europe. This 

has meant many refugee centres and camps have become severely overcrowded 

and have nowhere near the needed resources to help their populations. Until this 

situation can be addressed, inhabitants of the camps face appalling conditions.    

This situation is currently prevalent in Greece on the Aegean islands. The influx in 

numbers is mainly due to mounting anti-refugee sentiment in Turkey on the back of 

the country’s economic woes and growing unemployment. This has caused many 

migrants to take the decision to attempt the dangerous sea crossing to arrive on 

Greek shores. In the past year around a thousand have died trying to cross the 

Mediterranean Sea.  

The Greek islands now host over 30,000 people, 10,400 of which are held in the 

Moria refugee camp and reception centre on the island of Lesbos. This is despite its 

facilities only being intended to host 3,000 people. Conditions faced by those in the 
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camps include massive food shortages, hundreds being forced to use a single 

shower and rooms so cramped people are almost on top of each other. Children in 

particular are at risk of poor health due to the camps. In July and August, 73 children 

were referred to MSF’s paediatric mental health teams in Lesbos: three had 

attempted to kill themselves and 17 had self-harmed. 

The confinement of so many people into such an inadequate space has also caused 

tensions to build and the atmosphere has become increasingly explosive. 

Xenophobic attacks and racism are also on the rise. Tensions came to ahead on the 

29th September, when a fire in the camp killed an Afghan women. After the blaze 

camp inhabitants began to rebel against authorities which they claimed was out of 

frustration of the lack of progress to fix the situations in the camps. A similar fire had 

occurred three years previously in a blaze killing a woman and child.  

In the weeks leading up to the incident Greek authorities had stepped up emergency 

evacuations, transferring some 1,800 people deemed to be vulnerable to camps on 

the mainland. However, many were quick to point out that short term solutions such 

as emergency decongestion won’t solve the underlying problems. The UNHRC has 

stated that urgent steps are needed and have urged the Greek authorities to fast-

track plans to transfer over 5,000 asylum-seekers already authorized to continue 

their asylum procedure on the mainland.  

This situation is not unique to Greece, as anti-refugee sentiments continue to rise in 

many countries. For example 33,000 Palestinians have fled into Beddawi, northern 

Lebanon, having faced violence in neighbouring Syria causing pre-existing camps 

there to become hugely overwhelmed. Furthermore in Andalusia, Spain, centres for 

unaccompanied migrant children are facing an emergency due to their centres 

holding four times their capacity. These repeated calamities all point to the need for 

UN involvement to protect refugees and asylum seekers currently at risk.  

Points to consider  

● What is your country's position on refugees? 

● How much is currently being done by your country to help refugees?   

● What long term solutions could be enacted to prevent situations like the one in 

Greece currently?  

● What solutions exist other than refugee camps? 

● How much involvement should the UN have, or should it be country specific?   

 

 

 

 



Useful sources of information 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/10/1048312 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/09/oxfam-criticises-eu-

inhumane-lesbos-refugee-camp-moria 

 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/european-union 

https://www.unicef.org/eca/emergencies/refugee-and-migrant-children-

europe 

https://helprefugees.org/news/european-refugee-crisis-the-truth/  
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