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Aims of homework 
Homework is a central feature of school life. It can make a meaningful 
contribution to the pupils’ learning experiences through reinforcement or 
review of classroom learning. It can also help promote good home-school 
links through making parents aware of the nature of the work done by their 
children in the classroom.  
 
Objectives of Homework 
Homework should help pupils to 

 Reinforce and consolidate work done in school 
 Prepare for school assessments and examinations 
 Develop good study habits 
 Provide a link between home and school, giving parents the 

opportunity to be involved with their children’s learning 
 Highlight any difficulties they are experiencing 
 Promote self-confidence 

 
Forms of Homework 
Homework can take various forms and the type of homework will vary from 
subject to subject. Homework may take the form of: 

 Written exercises 
 Observation and recording 
 Study in preparation for class work or assessment 
 Research for later class work 
 Writing up, or completion of classwork 
 General reading to enhance knowledge, understanding and experience 
 Listening exercises 

 
Frequency of Homework 
The length of time spent on homework will vary from child to child and will 
depend upon year stage and the subjects studied. 
 
It is important that the homework or study habit is developed from first year 
with pupils working towards at least one hour per night of homework by the 
end of S1. This should increase throughout S2, reaching a level of up to two 
hours during third year, depending on the particular course chosen.  Senior 
pupils should be applying themselves regularly and consistently to private 
study at home. This should form a considerable part of each evening and 
parts of the weekend. It is anticipated that examination preparation would 
require significant additional time. 
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It is not school policy to timetable homework nights for specific subjects. 
Rather, Departments are asked to issue reasonable amounts of homework 
and to ensure that at least one week’s notice is given in the case of major 
pieces of homework. Homework will not be issued for 2 weeks prior to 
examinations, to allow students to prepare adequately. 
 
Supporting Homework 
The partnership between home and school can be clearly seen in the case of 
homework. Success depends upon both home and school providing support 
and encouragement to pupils. 
  
Role of the pupil 

 To bring their homework diary to school on a daily basis 
 To note details of homework in their homework diary 
 To hand in homework on time 
 To ensure homework is completed to the best of their ability 
 To plan time effectively so that help can be requested if required 

 
Role of Parent 

 To try to assist the child with a suitable place for homework to be 
completed quietly and undisturbed 

 To check that the homework diary is being regularly and properly used 
 To encourage their child to complete homework neatly and hand in on 

time 
 To help their child to establish a homework routine and not to leave 

everything until the night before it is due 
 To encourage productive use of homework time even when homework 

has not been set by the school e.g. reading programmes, research, 
and revision 

 To communicate with the school on any problems which relate to 
homework 

 To take a positive and active interest in what is being done 
 To reinforce the value of homework 

 
Role of the school 

 To provide a homework diary to help pupils plan, organise and manage 
their homework 

 To provide opportunities for pupils to study outwith class time through 
the use of the library, homework club, subject study classes and Easter 
revision programmes 

 To monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the policy to ensure a 
consistent and effective approach to homework 

 
Role of subject departments 

 To ensure that the agreed department policy is adhered to 
 To promote a positive attitude to homework and to develop high 

expectations 
 To give guidance to staff on assessment, differentiation and so on 
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Role of the subject teacher 
 To ensure that appropriate homework is set and regularly assessed 
 To insist that homework diaries are placed on desks at the start of each 

class 
 To stop a minute or two before the end of the class and issue 

homework. Make clear what is to be done, how it is to be done and 
when it is due 

 To ensure that homework is attainable and differentiated according to 
pupil ability 

 To insist on a high standard 
 To provide feedback to the student with suggestions for future 

improvement 
 To use the whole school system for non-completion of homework. This 

will then inform parents, guidance and SMT that there is a problem. 
 
Role of the guidance teacher 

 To teach pupils how to plan, organise and manage their homework  
 To check regularly that pupils are using their homework diaries 

effectively and follow up those who are not 
 To monitor and follow up department concerns regarding non -

completion of homework 
 
Failure to hand in homework 
In order to develop a positive attitude towards homework and to develop the 
high expectations of staff, it is important that a clear, fair policy is applied 
consistently, and that pupils are made aware of this. If homework is not 
handed in on time, the pupil must hand it in at the following lesson or on the 
following day. If this does not happen, a letter will be sent home to inform 
parents and to ask them to ensure that the homework is completed.  
 
 
 
A summary of homework by subject and by year stage is provided in the 
Homework Planner by Year Group section of the website. You will also find 
more information for subjects in the relevant departmental sections of the 
school website. 
  
 


