
 
 
Scottish Champions! 
Our weekly newsletter is now the means of communication for updating parents on all that goes on in 
school. However, there is one very special item from a recent newsletter which I wish to mention here 
too: our S1 basketball team are now the Scottish champions, having beaten Forfar Academy in the 
finals at Grangemouth. We are extremely proud of the team!  
 
Spring Concerts 
Earlier this month, we welcomed all the Primary 7 pupils from our cluster schools to the High School 
for a mini Spring Concert. As well as listening to many of our groups and ensembles, the primary pupils 
sang their own song, which each school had been practising. This was the first time they had all 
performed together and they were brilliant! I hope lots of the pupils will go on to take part in future 
concerts when they come to High School. Our Spring Concert for parents was a lovely event. The 
talent on display was stunning. Particularly impressive was the growing confidence of our pupils to 
arrange pieces themselves. Most of all, the pupils were clearly enjoying themselves and there is no 
doubt at all that this enjoyment was shared by the audience. Many thanks to all the pupils and staff in 
the music department for their hard work throughout the year.  
 
Staffing 
In the last week of the spring term, we are interviewing for the following posts: teachers of English, 
home economics and CDT, and ASN auxiliaries. I will update you with names of the successful 
candidates in a future newsletter. On the last day of term, we say a big thank you and goodbye to Mrs 
May Skeldon and Ms Sharon Gallagher, who have done so much over the years for NBHS pupils with 
additional support needs. They will certainly be missed, especially by everyone in the Pupil Support 
Base, and we wish them both lots of happiness for the future. One other member of staff leaves us at 
Easter: Mr Callum Johnson has only been in the school for a few months, covering in music for Mrs 
Loudon who is on maternity leave. However, he has made a very big impact in that time and we will 
be sorry to lose him. We wish him every success in his career as he moves on to a new school. We are 
very glad that he will be coming back to NBHS in May, though, when he will be accompanying our 
Advanced Higher music pupils with their examination pieces. 
 
School Car Park 
As part of the Walker Homes development, a new path is being put in alongside Grange Road. The 
work is due to start any day now and the north side of the car park will be closed while this work is 
being carried out. The work is scheduled to take four weeks to complete.  
 
SQA Exams Leaflet 
Senior pupils have all received a booklet from the SQA about the exam diet. Mr Jones and Mrs Moore 
have also spoken about expectations, procedures etc in S4, S5 and S6 assemblies. Pupils have been 
encouraged to compile their own exam timetable using the information on the SQA website. They will 
receive more details regarding exact timing of exams, seating, rooming etc after the Easter break. 
Pupils have also received information about signing up for receipt of their exam results by text 
message (as well as the traditional paper certificate through the post); they must register by mid-July 
if they wish to do so.   
 
Dress Code 
If you are buying items of clothing for your child during the Easter holiday, please could you ensure 
that these items adhere to the dress code, which you can find on the school website. In particular, 
please note that footwear should be plain black and leggings and black jeans should not be worn. I 
really do appreciate the support of parents in maintaining standards of dress.   
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PTA Events 
The PTA held a very enjoyable Race Night in the Kilspindie Inn in Aberlady recently. Though there were 
not as many tickets sold as hoped, the event still managed to raise over £600. Horses in the last race 
were auctioned in aid of CHAS, raising £170. It was great to raise so much money and to have fun at 
the same time. I was very pleased to receive a cheque from the PTA for £4000 at the Spring Concert. I 
look forward to sharing with you in a future Update information on how this money had been spent, 
for the benefit of our pupils. The next PTA event is a talk on nutrition from Amanda Hamilton on 
Wednesday 29 April. Do put the date in your diary now and look out for more details after the holiday. 
I wish to pass on grateful thanks to Allison Frostwick, chair of the PTA, and all her team for their hard 
work throughout the year. Thank you, too, to all those parents who attend events.  
 
S6 Events 
Friday 24 April – Though the official last day in school for S6 is Monday 27 April, we are holding their 
‘last day’ event on the previous Friday. There will be activities outside, followed by a barbecue. 
Friday 5 June – The Leavers’ Ceremony will be held in the early afternoon on the first Friday in June, 
when the pupils gather together in school as a year group for the last time. There will be speeches and 
yearbooks will be presented, followed by a strawberry tea. I am sure it will be a lovely event. 
Friday 26 June – This is the big event for S6: their leavers’ dance. This year, the dance takes place at 
the Apex International Hotel in Edinburgh.  
 
Communication  
As you are aware, the website is a major way of communicating with parents. Please do sign up for an 
email reminder of updates. It’s easy  – just enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at 
the right hand side of the page. I am very grateful to members of the Parent Council who have 
attended Parents’ Evenings this session, gathering email addresses and setting up the website 
subscription for parents. Another great way of keeping in touch with what is happening in school is 
through social media: do follow us on facebook and twitter, both of which can be accessed via the 
front page of the school website. We are also making increased use of our new electronic system 
which allows us to email all parents. Please make sure that the school has an up to date email address 
for you. If you think that these emails may not be getting through to you, do let us know.  
 
Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information, the first point of 
contact is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 

Craig House Mr McDowell  rmcdowell@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  

 
You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                              or by a general email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
 
There is no doubt that this has been a long, busy term and both staff and pupils will be ready for the 
Easter break. I wish everyone a very happy, relaxing holiday and I look forward to welcoming pupils 
back to school on Monday 20 April at 8.39 am. 
 
Lauren Rodger   
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
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